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PREFACE. 



The foUewittg' pages are a part of a 
series of notes^ written during a tour 
throng HoUan^ff%Emder8/.j^ 
in Julfy August) 'imd IS^g^temfieirla^ 

ThepuUioatioB ^^^buo^^ present 
form was suggestedtlri: :f| penuioion of 
the intereal of eyeryL'tdHaimMsanro con- 
nected with Waterloo j and by a feeling 
that n^ own estimate of that wonder&I 
field, however high before, has been in* 
calculablf exalted by my visit to its 
scene, aiidmy intercourse with many of 
its gallant soldiers. Bold would the 
writer be wfa^ should presume to thinks 
that any thing originating with himself^ 
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could deepen the public impression of 
Waterloo. But any one who felt as he 
ought, may " tell the tale, as it was 
told to him," encouraged by the assur* 
ance,that an intelligible account of what 
he could not fail to see and hear, must 
possess intrinsic value enough to plead 
his. apology for laying it before the pub* 
lie, . 

A(jf infoQoatiQn«w99.4rawn from the 
mo^t/iEtetHenticVsiSuixJes,* either on the 
memorit^^ s{)]sh4: ^Subsequently in Pa- 
ris, w^^]ce«Uj^was «)y good fortune to be 
much m.^iakwAht^^ militaiy nien. 

As I have referred occasionally to the 
accounts of the battle by the Duke of 
Wellington, Marshal Blucher, General 
Alava, Bonaparte^ tod Marshal Ney, it 
has been juc^ed right to append these 
important documents. 

Th^ engraved Plan is a cojqr of one 
published in Brussels, from accurate sur- 
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rej ; and by far the most satisfactory 
which I have seem 

My description is necessarily limited 
and partial. Is is a tourist's passing- 
sketch, not a circumstantial military de- 
tail. I have not a doubt, tbat much as 
I have heard^ I have still a great deal 
more to hear. If, theiefore, in the very 
inadequate account which I have ven- 
tured to give of some stiiking incidents, 
I have omitted any of the actors imme- 
diately concerned, I have no other plea 
than the imperfection, so far, of my 
knowledge- At the same time, the mere 
possibility of such omission would be 
no goodreaspn for suppressing any part 
of the well vouched positive information 
which I did obtain. 

It was to be expected that I should 
hear more of the minuter history of the 
regiments of my own country, than of 
those in which I did not enjoy the ad- 
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vantage of a skigle acquaintance ; and 
I am quite aware, that my nanative has 
theiiseby contracted a strong nationcU cha- 
racter. But at the same time^ I have 
attempted to e^ivey^ what I strongly 
feel, an unqualified impression of the 
valour and . constancy of the Mbn of 
Waterloo, without distinction of British 
or Continental ; and have recited with 
unfeigned delight, several anecdotes to 
the exclusive honour of> the waniors of 
England and Ireland; besides having 
reason to know that I have said nothing 
of the soldieis of Scotland^ but what isr 
borne out by the universal testimony of 
friends and f^s. I have, therefore, sub- 
mitted this observation more in the spi^ 
rit of explanation than apology. 

.Edinburgh, SOth Oc/. 1815.. 
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VI&IT TO FLANDERS, &c; 



CHAPTER L 



ANTWERP- 



Caserne de Facon^ one of the hoBpUdU of wounded 
BritUh^^La Gorderiey the hospital of wound- 
ed Frewch-'^iUidd^^Conoieta in ehains-'^ 
Woundbd offlcersr^JRighlanders in Antwerp 
--^Docks of Napolconf'^View from the tower 
of the Cathedral'^Streeta and houses of Ant'- 
werp'-^Cathedralf and Uanks left for the pic- 
tures of Rubens expected to be restored. 

Afteb a four day's passage from Leitb, and 

a short but delightful tour through the most 

interesting part of HoUand,-— from Rotterdam 

5 
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10 ANTWERP. 

by tfie Hague, Leyden, and Haarlem-i to Am^ 
sterdam ; and south again^ by Utrecht and' 
Breda,-— I entered Flanders at Le Coin D'Ar- 
gent on the 27tfi July, and in a few hours ar« 
rired at Antwerp^ 

Much of the novel feeKng^of first treading 
the long interdicted Continent had worn off ;< 
and I had even become so much familiarized^ 
as to travel many a stnug^t mUe on Napdemi^s- 
great chauss^e of grjuiite, with hardly a glance- 
bestowed upon the little' varying scenery on 
either side of it Sut in our progress there 
dUi^wum^ ftoes, esjpeeiaUy towos,^ so fertile 
m ifttarastiflg a»socialk»a6y so identified with- 
am: faofr eiaiowof Firendi ptesen«e and power, 
so recently th^ lair of the dreadfdl.nK»8ter 
just hunted down,! thai k ^$» iaxposMMo. to- 
approadb tbem wiUiout the most engrossing 
sensations. ;«-*avid&y to survey thenipdosdy; 
a certain isarease <^ pulse-on entemg their 
lately implacable gates ; and a large dbare of 
naftional^rkte because a visit, so long danger- 
otts, was at fonglh made safe; and the visitors 
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iQctfitBd with a sort 6f conaidenttioii even, on 
accsount of their country. 

Nc» place of strength and in^rtance occa* 
sioned these feelings more than Antwerp v 
idiose very name we have long connected with 
an \mdifitied idea of danger to Bng^d; and 
wfabh we knew to be the fiiTourite, jedoiisly 
gturdedi abd afanost mysterious •fficina^ where 
sMiethhig y#ffy tremendous was foi^ng against 
us by an enoaay, wluMie means invariably ex* 
e^ededour utmost calculations. These eonri«> 
deradons^ mueh inereased the intenfiity of my 
gaze at the broad ditehes^ lines, and bastions 
of that almost impregnaUe place $ and gave 
a double eflbet in ima^nation to the o^nnon 
whicib pttatM on ii^ loi^ bridges ; tiU^ oa 
arrtvitig at th^ gat^^ I skw the first proof of 
Ihe^ ittitisfaetory darigi of titties, a guard of 
the SSth regiitient ^ our own mist-worthy 
country. 

After the verification of my passport at the 

office of the police, I was much surprised to- 

hear my name called out in very friendly Eng. 

lisb, as I was crossing the great square in front 





d by Google 



IS AKTWXRK 

of t)ie Hotel de Ville. To my great natiafac^ 
tion, I saw my frieiids, Dr. Somenrille, in- 
spector general of military hospitak in Scot- 
land, and Dr. Thomson, professor of military 
surgery in Edinburgh ; who had with aa en* 
terprise and benevolence most creditable ta 
themselves, set out for this country of wounds 
immediately on. hearing of the battle of Wa- 
terloOi The great body of wounded at Brus^ 
sels, had for a conuderable lime occupied thar 
attention ; and they had now oome to An(» 
werp in prosecution of their investigaticms. 
As they had visited a near iselative of my own> 
severely wounded at Quatre Bras*, my first 
inquiry was naturally about hb progress ;: 
when, eqpally to my suvprise and rdlief, they 
informed me that he had a short time before- 
obtained leave to return to England, in a fair- 
way of reooveiy ; and that they had heard oC 
his arrival in London. 



* Captain in the fott foot guards, now created grenadier 
guardst in reward for their having defeated the grenadiers 
of the French impetial guard; 
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The permanent oljiects of the tmveller's at- 
tention in Flanders and France, suffered n 
postponement, in this eventful year, tO' the 
marvels of the juncture which had occurred in 
these countries. I was now in the region of 
Waterloo ; wi^ an interest in its wondrous^ 
tbeme growing as I advanced ; and had readi^ 
ed the first city where the details of its bnly 
yesterday horrors, sufferings, and glories, ba- 
nished every other topic of conversation. Some 
liiousands of the wounded actually in Ant- 
werp, many public buildings converted into 
hospitals, and maiiy more private houses de^ 
voted to the same use, with all that die brave 
sufferers loved to relate each of his own sliare 
in the great day^ — it was in effeet to be in the 
field itsdf, to be at this time in Antwevp; and 
the interest of seeing the wounded was en^ 
hanced by being in the company of two of 
their most skilful, zealous, and justly popular 
friends. 

A stronger impuke than that which prompts 
a visit merely of sympathy and admiration to 
the bmve in the comparative comfort (^ a well 
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i:egu)ftted bos{ntal*^a wkh to aarve life or ml^ 
tigate amguisb^ would urge one iiifo the mid^ 
of the newly erected homM of a Addof battle. 
Fortunately finr our countrymen^ thk impnlae 
was.pxHmptly ob^ed by the humaae iidiabit* 
. ants of BruflBtTs ; and many a soldier owed 
bis life to the speedy retort of individuals to- 
tbe dreadful- scene. 

It would baTe been only less insensible than* 
passing them by in the £eld» to baifie deoUned 
aaif opportunity of visiting in hospital the men: 
who had purchased with their lunbs^ the- 
mighty victory with winch the woild resound- 
ed.«^Nor can any degree of ex<»tement be 
imagined higher^ than that occasioned by &e 
absolute presence of so silrildng a feature of 
the battle as its wounded ; with die eonsdb*. 
tion that their sufferings are evary day :dimi« 
nishing, and that they are reapbg the advim- 
tages of a system not exceeded in .any branch- 
of the multifarious economy of the great coun-^ 
try whidi their firmness and valour has made 
to triumpli* Many a zealous labourer in the 
military hQS{»lals5 with perhaps, the gratitude 
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of his patiMts «r bis own refiectioim bis onlj 
rewaidy ha& been haard to regiset thai thecoma- 
ti^ knows^ so little of, or oii^ aolitde for time 
noUe ttcUHimenta of the eotnbiiiiitioti,: tbe: ge« 
lUHS^aadtbe «kid] of thevprafeniois of the bed- 
ifig art. Yjet there i» i^ iroad more <$erUuii tb^ 
tbe foHoatioa oF a j^st and hi^ estilDiile of 
our couiitigr> than an intcoduQtion to the inte» 
rioc economy of it^giwideriaalituliovak I9iere 
is « healthy vigour in evecy biaad^ wbkb x»» 
fers all toioae snftlaliiifig i^ootof ft^dwi^of 
lij^y «id of> energy ;> nor ia there any belter 
foundation for true patridtism, than all e:&tc|id» 
ed knowledge of the wonderful detail. 

Something if possible, beyond tbe <»rditiary 
care for^ tboakk and hurt, appeared to me to 
smmate all ranks of medical meny for the 
wounded of Waterloo ; and tbeir zeal'miade 
no distinction between tbeir countrymen md 
their- enemies.. 

I aac(»npanied my friends to an faosjnUll of 

800 Britisb wounded, wbieh they visited in the 

evening. Netbuig could be. belter fitted for ils 

; purpose. One of the finest barracks perhaps 
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in Europe, called the Caserne de Facm^ built 
by Bonaparte for the destined plunderers or 
London, was immediately available for the- 
comfortable reeeption of their wounded oon^ 
querors. The latter were further indebted to 
him for the industry with which he had fitted 
up all the convents of Antwerp as barracks ; 
nothing could be more convenient and satisfac- 
tory than theif easy conversion into hospitals, 
with the best possible accommodation. There 
was no end, through my whole tour, to the oc- 
currence of striking examples of that reversal 
of French destiniesy which the times had pro^ 
duced. 

The scene was now divested of its more hor- 
rifying features. There was a general air of 
comfort and comparative ease in the accom- 
modations, clothing and appearance of the 
men ; and the satisfactory assurance was su- 
peradded that in general they were doing well; 
Nothing therefore prevented the casual visitor 
from experiencing the peculiar interest of the 
scene, and connecting it with the battle ; nor 
could any thing be im^ned more striking 
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iYaok the sight of the beds» and bandages, and 
crutches of the wounded ; except actually that 
of the graves of the slai% on the memoraUe 
field itself. We knew that the intended poet 
of Waterloo was shortly to. visit Antwerp and 
Brussels ; and anticipated much from his see- 
ing the hospitals. In the variety of aspects in 
which the scene would appear to different dc'- 
sciriptions of visitors, its poetical features are 
not the least striking : and combining the af- 
fecting spectacle with the field where the ruin 
was wrought^ such a poet oould not have fail- 
ed in a description of the utmost beauty and 
pathos. . It needed not poetical inspiration^ 
however, to feel intensely the occasion; and 
hard would his heart be, who oould have gone 
through the i^nges of the beds, and seen so 
many brave men unable to rise, so many limp- 
ing or creeping about ; so many arms in slings 
and hciadsbound up ; and withal^ such perfect 
patience and order ;;. and glanced in thought 
at the stupendous boon to mankind, of which 
this scene of suffering was the price, without 
a tribute of emotion ahooost overpowering. 
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With nmny ^ the raeoy whom I was as- 
sured it did not disturh, there was no resist- 
ing the temptatiim of conTersing. A stnager 
wasa kindof noyelty to them; and they were 
most naturally soGcitoua to know, that th^r 
deeds and tiieir sufferings were duly appre- 
ciated.— ^< What do they say ctf usat bem^T 
was several times asked. And a most fiberal 
assimmce^ that their unequalled merit had 
ample jttstiee done to itl^ their eoun^men^ 
seemed very gratifying to them. Outofdeors^ 
in a lai^ court^yard^ were great nambera of 
|he BM>re digfatiy hurt and the. eoiivalesotot i 
and we were emdsled to distinguish out own 
eountrymen by their bofmets. Th^y came 
about lis in .niimbers» the moment they heard 
ficedaad mentioiied. It was a tefreshment^ 
iJley said) to hear itfr name. <^ They hoped 
they had.not disgraeed it^^ To a man, how- 
ever» they lejeeted any exdusive praise <m their 
own aceonnt : << They did no more than their 
duty; and so <fid every regiment which was 
there.** 
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The contenlmeDt and cheerfttliie8& of these 
lurave men, were very afiecting. Every <»ie 
gave an answer, in wUcb there was zetigDa- 
tion or hope, to inquirieahow they were ; and 
there was a decency c^ demeanor and good 
order, which strongly marked the reasonakde* 
ness and good sense of the respeetaUe soldieiy 
ol' our country. 

Beyond the citadel ia the Corderi^ a buiUU 
ing constracted by Bonaparte aa a rope-^work ^ 
1300 feet long^ to give qiace for the cable aS 
a first-rate ship of war. It was fitted up aa 
the hospital of about 1^00 ^ baa woinded 
soldiers, prisoners of war. 

A very Afferent feeling from tbe tniaf^Mk 
pity «nd admifiBitio&, tntb whieb^ouir wounded 
countrymen were visited, — ^a little bentatioik 
in mingling with these £sj»oio«is and exasper* 
ated men was not unnatural; but, as a mo* 
ment of the reality shewed, vefy unnecessary. 
Insult was certainly the utmost whidi a stran* 
ger apprehended i bu4 «v^i this had no pbioe^ 
where aU were engrossed with theii^ own suf 
feiings ; humbled in a consciousness of their 
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irretrierable defeat ; and withal, under excel* 
loit 9urv€tUanct and discipline. The whole 
immense length of the place was open; au<J 
the beds were arranged in four rows, from endf 
to end. We walked, generally unnoticed hyr 
their occupiers, up and down the lanes be- 
tween ; and equally disregarded, frequently^ 
stept over a bed, or passed between two, whenr 
going from one passage to another. It was 
impossible to imagine two aspects of human lot- 
more strikingly contrasted, yet more forcibly 
associated, than the spectacle which diese un« 
fortunate enthusiasts presented now, and^heir 
confidence and fury but yesterday ; their sub- 
missive tranquillity in their flannel gowns and 
caps in the hospital, and their noise and cuir-. 
asses in the field. 

Many cases, however, were such as to chase- 
all the associations now described, and substi- 
tute unmingled pity in their stead. Death: 
was at work here, much more manifestly than- 
we had observed among the- English wound* 
ed ; numberless faces^ as we passed along,, 



d by Google 



seemed hardly to retain signs of life ; a spec- 
tacle tenfdd aggravated, vfhen the (xmoonii- 
tant idea presented itself, that nature had 
maintained a struggle with anguish for a whole, 
month, to yield in the end, in circumstances 
compared to winch instant deatji in the field 
was hs^pness. The cases in the French hos* 
pital, were almost all worse than those in the 
British ; this was especially true of the sabre 
wounds ; a circumstance which was attnbuted 
to the ' superior physical £)roe of the British 
arm, nerved by revenge for the cruelties of 
the enemy, . and by the enthusiasm of pur** 
suit when the day was decided : but in trutli, 
much more naturally accounted for by the 
fiEict, that most of the sli|^)ly wounded of 
the enemy found means to esciipe fh»n the 
field* 

We chanced to witness, as we passed, the 
actual termination of one poor s<ddier^s suf- 
figrings; a moment delivering him, but im- 
pressing the unpractised bcdiolder in a man- 
nernever to be forgotten. We had observed 
a very miserable looking priest, with his book. 
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• 

riiHing stv«rai putB oiihe wardt and xioir 
Mr bbtt'ftied with folded haads, mutteriiig a 
jnyer al the foot oleiae of Ihe hed», where 
the clothes were thrown over the fiiee of the 
oocni|^. The latterhad that ittomeBt toeatfa- 
ed hia lasl, after dreadfid sufferings. We 
stood uncovered to hear, and pay becoming 
req>eot to the eereocMHiy of Uesstng the dead. 
The hourly rep^t of casurities soon followed 
us to the bnreatt of thohosptal. In it was Ae 
deaths at half*past nine o'^doek, A. M^ of <<Jean 
Baptiste Bronneur,of the young guard, aged 
tweiity4wo years;^^-^ youdi who had not 
doidbted eithner of the easy triumph of Ins Eiii>- 
peror^or of hkownamval at tiie rank of a miur- 
shalafEranoe; wbohiityeslerd^reoiitribitted 
his utmost stnengthto the shontsof the Champa 
de-Mai, and swelled the tide of self devotion: 
at the fidd of Watctloo^-^naw- slaretched life- 
less on his pallet^ for the bad cause of that un- 
wovthy chief, who cert^nly had he seen the 
last mameDtSi'and listened- to his own name 
on the dying lips of his darotee, would have 
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been too much oceuipied with the meuis of 
saving dieuiiwotiiidedrenumt of Us own dis- 
honoured dflya, to have Bparod otbor rdketion 
than8OBi0tfabg'abQiit«oll)t«QrcIoNNN^ No 
amoriating ixindpk of the meat kfasiBtible 
contrast, coidd more powa*fUIy hatre redaOdI 
to our wind» the fight and suRmder of Na- 
pokop Sonapurlcy than the sbtift and blatdng 
of «< fym Bqfiimk Srmimatr,Jl£ hjemmgmrd$f 

'Yet did phrene& aaal fixr the Emperor) m 
these pom cveattues, seem teuiorast$e vi4th 
tb€k«i|hmgl;'aBd iii the f ace of tha ftdl 
loaowMge <tf his aaeiifioa and desevlMD of 
IheiQi' One aMa was pcnnted out; who had 
tpsaed hiflf ampHtatdHtfrn in theair^ wMia 
fsd^ i^iout of ^ etee/£hifMrain" Aaothar, 
at the moasent of the preparatioHi to tidceo# 
his Ic^ deelaied^ diat dMne was something be 
knew oiyfloMk would' ouie him en the spot, 
and save hb fimb and the opevatov^s trouble. 
When i^hed to eziriain this strange remaih, 
he said^ << a sight of the Emperor r The in* 
cbspeuMble amputatkoQ did not save him ; he 
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died in the surgeon^ hands; and his last words, 
^ledfiistiy looldng on his own bloody were, that 
he would cheerfully shed the last drop in his 
¥einS) for the great Napoleon ! A angularly 
wild and almost poetic iani^ was the form in 
whidbi a third bore his testimony ; he wae un- 
deigoingt with great steadiness, the operation 
of the .extraction of a ball from his side ; and 
it happened to be tfa^ left ; in the moment of 
his greatest suffering, he exclaimed, '< an inch 
deeper, and you^U find the Emperor P Had 
the £mperor merited such heroic devotion ;«— 
had he ^oriously sacrificed himself in the 
field ;-— or had his cause been as good as it was 
prc^igate, there would have been no allaying 
veserve in the pathos and even suUimity of 
these singular effusions. But another reflec* 
tion unseasonably intrudes, which at <Mice ren- 
ders the kind of scenes described repulsive 
and unsuitable. It is to be feared, that af- 
fections less amiable called forth these iinex* 
pected fibuHitions. The vain, mortified, furi- 
ous Frenchmen were preaching themselves at 
the moment, and not thor pKtended idoL The 
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latter was too well known, even in the efful- 
gence of his power, ever to be personally- loved; 
much more when the blindest of his worship- 
pers could not but know that he had made « 
Tery safe and easy retreat in his own person ; 
leaving them to remember him in the horrors of 
the field and the hospital. But every French- 
man, identifying Napoleon's name with his oton 
greatness, had committed himself so entirelyi 
that to cease to cry out << vtve PEmpereur,'^ a9 
long as breath or Kfe lasted, was a thought not 
to be endured for a moment. A Frenchman, it 
is well known, lives for effect ; and if circum- 
stances only excite him enough, will die for 
effect too. Mortified vanity and wounded 
pride will impel him to any thing; and it it 
therefore that a petulant and unyielding spirit, 
after defeat in battle, is the last thing to leave, 
if it ever leaves, the Froich soldier, or the 
French nation. Man and woman of them 
tell the allied troops, ^ho live as masters in 
tiieir houses in Paris itself^ that nonobstawt^ 
ikej are not conquered ; while retrospectively 
talking o£ their days of prosperity, in which 
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the prostration of their most bumilii^ted enemy 
never equalled what their own now is, we hear 
of nothing but French amque$tay axid their 
kgitimate fruits. A visit to the French re- 
quires a considenMe stock of patience, amon^ 
other requisites. 

From the hospital of the Corderie, I was 
conducted by a guide, who was provided for 
me, into the impregnable citadel. It is con- 
sidered as a master-piece of fortificaUon. The 
VHbole of the works, and the system of the 
garrison, were most obligingly explained tome 
by the governor, Cdonel Crawfurd. 

I had deserved on the outside of the AtaAA^ 
several parties of men Pressed in coarse red 
jiackets, working at different sorts of hard la- 
bour, chained two and two by the legs with 
very heavy irons. The first party were aU 
tending two ^rts wkh a water cask on each ; 
^d their march made a woeful rattling; 
They were the convicts, sent to; Antwerp from 
^ parts of the country, for a -eertain^rm of 
years, and many for life. Each party had * 
supenntendant irith. it, and the desciriptiM 
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who are allowed to work out of doors, are the 
better behaved, and those whose time is nearly 
expiring. With an under keeper, my only 
protection, I went into their great ^prison^ 
within the oitadel ; it consists of large wards, 
divided into stalls, placed head to bead along 
the middle range, so as to leave the walls free 
on both sides to pass along, as in a -stabk. ^ 
man on the outside, unlocked a huge iron 
grated door, and in a moment my conductor 
. and I were among some hundreds of desperate 
eriminals. This was worse than the Frendi 
prisoners^ I had often heard that a viat to 
thefdions of Newgate, is neither pleasant nor 
safe ; it seemed to me much worse to be sur- 
rounded by foreign ruffimis of all sorts. To 
my ama^ment, as we passed along, the pocHr 
ei^atures, many of whom had left their stalls 
to go over to the opposite wall, about the 
length of their fetters, ran into their kennels, 
with a lamentable clanking, that we might not 
have to step over th^ chains ; and one and 
t& stood mlent, and pulled off their caps as 
We passed. The governor told me, that this 
2 
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was not owing to there being an overseer with 
me ; but that they would have done the same 
had I been alone. ' I should not however have 
made the experiment 

. The prison is kept well aired, and there were 
very few sick. The number was above lOdO. 
Their submission results from the hopeless- 
ness of their situation, and the severe regime 
under which they are placed. To prevent 
even the thought of mutiny, loaded cannon 
are pointed to both sides.of the prison. Two 
English regiments were in the citadel, the 
^37ih and 35th. 

In the streets and walks were many wound- 
ed officers, taking gentle exercise. One very 
fine young man, an Irishman, I used the free- 
dom of addressing. He was exceedingly ema- 
ciated and sadly lame; he had received £4 
sabre wounds. His servant was with hiin^ 
watching aajid supporting his steps, with << 69th^ 
marked on . his« cap. J was in quest of an offi- 
cer, of that re^uaent, andifound that he was ^ 
in the same quarters with the, gentleman to 
whom I had spoken. I walked slowly home 
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with hiiD, and saw the object of my inquirj, 
who was quite recovered^ and meant topro^ 
cced to Paris to join. They- were very modest 
in their account of the battle, but naturally 
much pleased to hear that the country did 
them justice. 

In Antwerp much was said of the Highland- 
ers; A gentleman whom I saw, had, when 
the wounded arrived, beeii recognised and 
spoken to by a poor Highlander. The dp- 
cumstance absolutely gave him a kind of con- 
nderatioQ in the crowd ; he felt prouder at 
the moment than if a prince had smiled upcm 
him. At Brussels, and wherever I went in 
the Netherlands, when the English troops 
^were mentioned, whom they likewise much 
admired, the natives always returned to the 
Scotch, with " Mat8 lea ICcossais* ;" they are 
good and kind as well as brave ; they are the only 
soldiers who become " enfans de la famlle Y^ 
in .the houses in which they are billeted; they 
even carry about the children, and do the do- 



'^" But the Scotch." f " Members of the famHy." 

3 
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IB^e^w work. The fiivourite proverlHal form 
i>f ooBiptim«)it w«s» <<i/r« EcotsaiB^ $(mt Ua/u 
Aam In biUailUy tt agneatm dims la ftunson*.''^ 
There was a competition among the iahabi* 
tAaiB who should have them in thar houses ; 
and when they returned wounded, the same 
bou^ they had l^ilt had its doors open, and 
the family went out some miles to meet ^^Nctv 
Ecossaisf*'^ The people had many instatU 
c^s to relate of the generosity of these men ; 
ait/^r the blittle,i many, although themselves 
woufldedi were sedn binding up the i¥ouilds 
«Mf the French^ and assisting them with their 
arm* On the ccmtrary, it is well known, that 
very few of our sddiers fell into the handft 
erf* the enemy, without being murdered in cold 
blood. ' There cannot be a better test of two 



* <* Lions in the field, and lambs hi the house." 
On, the Comment the Highl^iid regiments are Always 
<m)l<a SoaUk, and not Mdntaghahls, oi< HigMao^torii n^tdk, 
jiilkmi^Q to th4 foreigBam, is realty tb^ir jfus^ ppgmW^^^m 
for, as is well known« they are a mixture of Lowlanden and 
Highlanders. 

•j- «« Our own Scotsman.** 
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Bfttions ; a more satitfa&tory deraiioii of the 
<}uestiDiv on which the peace and happiness of 
mankind diould depend. 

With the Honourable Mr. Annesly, the 
BritiA eotosul, from whom and hia interestiag 
fiunily I received mudb polite Atteotlony I sanr 
the docks conitrufted bj Bonaparte^ wai tm 
fofit-vate ships of w«r lying in the Beh^dt^ 
The rivet was full of Engliih vessek, and a 
number of the haU^ured wounded were enii- 
teriiing for their homes. 

I #ent to the top of thie tower of the great 
cathedraly nearly 400 feet high, and had a 
view at once of the whole of this vast town, 
with its eitadel and fbrtifidations. Its extent 
seemed at least equal to that of Edinburgh. 
The mi^nificent Scheldt winded under onr 
eye, by Fort Lillo to^Walcheren ; and arick» 
terdaat) wooded, and grain^overed dianv* 
pflogn, with many to#ns and viUageS) estencl^ 
ed a» far to the eye could teaob, all voond. 

Antwerp itself is very gi^nd and very am 
dent. It is most evidently Spanish^ both ia 
the style of its buUdinsrs, and costume of the 
♦ 
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lower order of its inhabitants. The hotds^ 
or rather palaces of manj of the .Flemish 
roblesse who live in Antwerp, ar^ in a style in 
the highest degree grand and sumptuous, re- 
sembling the first order of houses at the west 
end of Piccadilly, in London. But in the 
same street, there is the Continental incoo- " 
gruity of an intermixture of houses of the 
meanest rank, which, added to the total want 
/Of side pavement and sunk areas, entirely de- 
stroys the idea to which many of the streets 
and squares of London, Dubbn, and Edin- 
burgh give rise, of a population exclusively of 
the superior classes. 

The cathedral itself is one of the largest 
and most superb structures in the Netherlands; 
in the richest style of the florid Gothic. The 
towers are exquisitely ornamented, and ele- 
gantly light ; and the inside strikingly grand. 
I observed with much interest the blanks care- 
fully preserved for the divine pictures of Bu* 
bens, the Ascent to the Cross,- the Cruc^xion, 
and Descent from the Cross, which he had paint* 
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ed as the altar pieces of the cathedral of his 
native city ; and which I afterwards saw |io> 
tuall J taken down from the walls of the Louvre 
gallery, among the first in the progress of the 
great work of restitution. 
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Road from Antwerp to BrmstU-^Plact Royals 
— Park^ with its buildings and ornaments'-^ 
Preparations in Brussels for thehattle^^March 
of the troops — Cf the Highland regiments^-" 
Visit to Qjuatre Bms^^Two English ladte^^ 
Retrograde movement of the British army^-^ 
Alarms in Brussels'^Waunded officer-^Lady 
who had lost her husbandr^Alarm of fire at 
Antwerp-^Field immediately after the battle 
'^Robbery by a Prussian hussar'-^Irish officer 
and his young Belgian mfe'^SingularfortU' 
tudeofthe latter-^Palaa of Lakcn— Theatre 
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^^King of the tfetberUmdt preaent-^A Hiu^k* 
^smith ntceswry to disarm a Highland 8eii> 
geanf. 

IBsTWEEK Antwerp and Brussels \7e passed 
through a country which seemed richer than 
any we had yet seen^ and moife raricd in its 
beauty from the undulatiotis of its surface^ 
Some places were of considerate acclivity; 
dnd on the ridge was generally aii elegant 
country seat, with gardens extending down to 
the road. Still the latter, paved in the mid- 
dle like our streets, was quite straight, and al- 
ways inclosed with a row of high trees on eadi 
Ade, The crops were in many places reaping; 
two or three men cutting with a short scythe 
(the Ifeinault J in one hand, and a kind of hook 
in the other, to gather t^ corn, and to serve 
the purpose of liolding it tight till thejother 
instrument strikes it. They seem to get on 
quickly enough in this manner ; and here, as 
in Holland, much field labour was going for- 
ward, although it was Sunday., 
6 
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We passed through the town of Mechline ; 
go famous for its lace» and also for its cathedraL 
Sunday is a kind of market day in the Flemish 
towns ; the shops are all open ; and, before 
and after the church service, the peasantry are 
seen buying ck>th, provisions, and other ar- 
ticles. On entering Brussels, the same busy 
scene presented itself^ in a tenfold proportion 
to that at Mechline. 

I went with a guide out of the Namur gate, 
and, about half a mile in the suburbs, found 
the house of a relation of my own and his wife 
who had been for some time resident in Brus- 
sels. Our way lay through a part of the splen- 
did new town of this capital of the Netherlands* 
As we passed, it was striking to see on many 
doors, written in chalk, 1, 3, or 3 blcMU. 
This was probably for the convenience of the 
medical men. Sometimes it was <^ 2 aficiers 
hka$i8'*^ and on one door I read << 8 Jnglau, 
€t 2 Ecoasais bk9s6sf.'^ This was nearer and 

• " Two officers woaDdcd." 

t " Two Eoglisb^ and two Scotch woaDded." 
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nearer Waterloo, aind I felt a great veneration 
for Uiese marked doors. . • 

On entering the great square, or Place Boy- 
ale, I was arrested by its magnificence. It ' 
seems about the size of the principal squares 
of London or Edinburgh, without an inclosed 
garden in the center. Its houses are on a uni- 
form, regular, and singularly elegant plan ; 
and it has a beautiful church of Grecian ar- 
chitecture in the centre of one side. The 
streets enter by the middle of the sides, and 
the corners are filled up by arcades or porti- 
cos, surmounted by statues and warlike tro^ 
phies, in white marble. I have sctjen nothing 
which gave me more the impression of a square 
of palaces than this noble place. 

Streets run out from the square, and inclose 
what is called the park or public walk. The 
houses, arranged in rows at least half a mile 
long, are in the same style of magnificence 
with those in the Place Royale ; interrupt- 
ed here and there, in their uniformity, by a 
sumptuous public building with noble por- 
ticos and rails ; the whole displaying a rich- 
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ness of white drrifttnent in statoary on the 
cream-coloured brick, whick has really a royal 
appearance. The park is' beautifully planted, 
and traversed by wriks in soch a manner, thilt 
a magnificent palace seems to form a \ista to 
each; every alley besides abounds in copies, in 
marble,ofthefineststatties, disposed with much 
taste, I have no where seeto any thing sacom<^ 
]c»letely elegaiit and grand ^ this new town 
of Brussels, ifith the exception of the Plae^ 
de Louis XV. at Paris, with its splendid vFs- 
tas. The rest of the tbwn is like Antwerp, 
only much inferior. Very Spanish is the ap- 
pearance of the older houses ; and the women 
of the lower order, as in Antwerp, wear the 
Spanish veil. 

In Brussels, perhaps stiH more than in Ant- 
werp, as so much nearer the scene^ the battle 
was the constant and deeply interesting sub- 
ject of conversritiott. With my friend and his 
lady, i!^ho had been in Brusselis at the time, 
and had epdctrdd all the alarms, and run all 
the risks of that unparalleled period, it was na- 
turally an iiiexhaustiWe subject. They had 
seen the ravages of the plague in Malta, and 
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come through mahy other difficulties ; but all 
were forgotten in the scenes which they wit- 
nessed upon the late ti^emetidous ^occasion. 
There is no way of giTing a more lively ac* 
count of these, than shortly relatk^, as they 
' recounted it to me^ their own share in the me- 
morable days of Junei. 

It is well known, that the news of the French 
having attacked the Pmssiaits at Chdrletoa, on 
the 15th, reached the Duke df Wellington at 
night, and produced his prompt departure for 
the rendezvous df the British army, at Quatre 
Bras. The inhabitants of Brussels were roused 
from their slumbers in the silence of the night, 
by the drums and bugles of alarm ; and, pour« 
ing out of their houses, increased the confa« 
uon. My ftiend among the rest immediately 
repaired to the Plaee Royale, where, and in 
the park,4inagitatedby alarm, our brave troops 
were making their preparations, and taUng their 
places with all the composure of* an ordkiary 
parade. The artillery, the cavalry, the Wag- 
gon traiti, were all in perfect order in the park ; 
and setting out with alac^ty to meet the ene- 
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xny. The sun was rising when the march be* 
gan : eadi regiment went off with three cheers ; 
in the midst of the inhabitants, who had crowds 
ed every spot where they could get a last look 
of them, and follow them with their blessings 
and prayers. My friend was naturally most • 
affected with, and loved most to recount, the 
steady, serious, business-like march of the- 
Highland regiments, who were about to jus- 
tify, and exceed the utmost which had been 
said and expected of them in the Netherlands. 
" God protect the brave Scotch ;" « God cover 
the heads of our gallant friends,^ were often 
repeated as they passed along ^ and many a 
flower was thrown from many a fair hand into 
their ranks. In three hours, the Place Royale 
and the Park were empty and silant ; and the 
inhabitants retired to their houses in a state of 
anxiety which needs no description. 
'- Very early next morning, my friend set out 
fpr Quatre Bras, moved by a most natural sym- 
pathy, having seen the re^ment in which he 
had.once. served pass on to the scene of ac- 
tion« He was much affected by meeting on 
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the road on their way back from the sad fields 
two EDglish ladies on. hcnseback, unatt^iided^ 
in agonies of grief, which spoke too plunly its 
own cause. 

He saw the memorable scene of the short 
but brilliant affair of Quatre Bras ; an affair, 
which although fprming really a part of Wa* 
terloo, has its own separate merits of the h^h^ 
est order. Let it never be forgotten, that here, 
9000 of the Guards and Highlanders, and 
some other gallant regiments, among which 
were the 88th and 80th> with about 4000 
Brunswick troops and Bdgians, widtout ca^ 
valry, actually drove back Marshal Ney, at 
the head of 50,000 men, aiid bivouacked for 
the night on the enemy^s first position. The 
British loss was immense. The Highland garb 
-was particularly conspicuous among the slain. 
The brave men who wore it, cheeredat sunrise 
by their admiring friends, when marching out 
of Brussels, lay ^lead absolutely in ranks be- 
fore it set. The striking circumstance isno* 
ticed in a very distinct account of the cam< 
p^gn, published in Paris by a French ofBcer^ 
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who was hitnself in the whale of it ; ft worki 
to which I shall in the sequel make frequent- 
references*. 

In returning, my friend was astonished ob 
looking round, to see the En^ish troops in 
full retreat ; that admirable movement, wfaid^ 
cfna&Ied Lord Welkington to concenftrate lti« 
whole ibree at Waterloo^ aboivk dgbt miles: ill 
rear of Quptre Bras, and keep open his com^ 
ipuniea^ion with the Prussiaa m-my^ My 
^nd wae^soott overtakeiv and so much mt^ 
peded, tb^t be^ thought of lesaving his gig^, 
KHfd taking to the fieldi V but finding that he. 
got on at kffist at the paee of the retreating 
imny, he kept his s«^, and arriTed safer da 
the Saturday night at Bmssda It thundetv 

* *' Xbe row], «nd .t^irts* of the woOd« wor^ coocealed 
«• by heaps of dejMl,^of which th$ greater part were Scolch. 
" Their costume, which consists gf a kind of short wrapping 
** coat,' fune Jaqttette plUsee), made of a sort of browtj stuff, 
«< iirterspetsed with stripes of blue, an*l whncb, hardly readi- 
** ii^ so low- «l tite kiiee, leares a part of the limb unoover- 
</ ed, singularly attracted the attention of th» Freneb soU 
** diersj wljo gave them the narpe of. sans culottes,^* 

- KeUtionpat un T^moin Oeuhits* 
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ed and lightened dreadfully, Suceeseive res 
portd were spead in the town^ that the French 
had carried all before thetti, and were just at 
the gatesy to massacre, plunder, and bum. 
About mid-day on the Saturday, foreign sol<* 
dievBy whom the enemy had dispersed, began 
tir ilnrive in hondreds at Bmsids. They weiv 
at first mistaken for French ; bat when they 
were knawn, their ffigbt and panic gave ereft 
greater alarm. Although at least fifteen ttiiles 
from a Frenchman, the horsemen galloped, 
cutting their horses with th^r sabres, the in- 
fantry ran, and the whole passed on the road 
under my friend'^s window, at which his lady 
Bit in indescribable anxiety and terror. No- 
body would admit the fugidves ; the gate 
Namur^ and all the entrances ta the tvwn^ 
veite ok)sed against them ; ahd many English 
gentlemen w^irt seen ui^ng ihem to letum to 
their colours* They lay duwn in ordwds,. <kti 
the pavements of the suburbs, and dn the 
bonlevards under the walls. 

Towards the aftevnoini, the wound^ Bnj^ 
Ush pf Quatre Bras began to arrive ; and in« 
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stead of shutting the gates, miikitudes w^it 
out to meet them, and each family was anx- 
ious to find if ^their own inmate was among 
them. Even the ladies attended them, and 
dressed their wounds. 

Sunday came, and the battle, about nine 
miles off, began to roar. It was described b]^ i 
the inhabitants of Brussels, as one unihteiv 
rupted peal of thunder in their ears for eigh^ 
hours. 

** Then great events were in the gale,- 
** And each hour brought a varyiRg tale.'' 

But the fears of the inhaUtants always made 
the French successfuL What then must they 
have felt, when the English baggage passed 
through Brussels, and crowded the road to 
Antwerp ? No wonder that the rumour was 
thtn believed^ that the French had gained a 
complete victory. The entire popuktion were 
now to fly ; a satisfactory piece of evidence 
ef.no great attachmeot to the French. <^ Norn 
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^ommes perdus, nous'sommes perdus *,'' was the 
only cry to be heard among the inhabitants^ 
My friend resolved on flight on his lady^s ac- 
count, and had the extraordinary fortune to 
reach Mecbline, about 15 miles, unhurt. They 
got a phice in the track-boat on the canal ; and 
bdnig close to the road, saw all its horrors. 
When horses fell, the waggon wheels crushed 
the rider : baggage was thrown off and carried 
away by the peasants, to be cut open and fdun- 
dered. .Great sums of money were in this way 
lost ; and clothes, and other property, spread 
over the fields. An English officer, Who had 
lost a foot, and was carried on his servant^s 
bade, came and begged to be taken into the 
boat He was known to my friend, who, al- 
though the passengers, intuit on self-preserva- 
tion, opposed it, by absolute force obtained his 
admission. At Mecbline they found it very 
difficult to obtain admission into a house ; and 
the difficulty was increased, when the people 
were told that the lady was ill. Most prcnri* 

• •« We are lost,»» rr:r;S . . } 
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deptially they prpcured a carriage to Antwerp 
pcKt day. On there amval diere, they heard 
SLU altercation between their coachman and a 
mxam on the top, whom be had taken up, 
and wpM)d oot let down till the paid a franc 
They found this poor ditamt to be the widows 
newly so i^idde, of a soldier killed at Quatre 
Bras ; and the mother <^ ^ child which she 
bad the dty befove ae^i emriied to death by 
A vmggon wheel ! Many ef the wounded wei^ 
|j»velling the same road ; some had lost a hand 
or 9Sk arm ; tbouaflmda were on fiiot ; and all 
lorts of x^wriages and horses crowded the road 
gild increased the danger. The scene was 
li^yond dMcaription horrible ; but a feeling of 
tisrror and BeHr-preserratton much diminished 
the CQUoem for the sufferers^ This is very 
^tnmon in the horrors of war. The persons 
tfodden down or crushed to death, in the 
flight to Antwerp, were thrown into the 
dkcbee; and all this was Witnessed .by my 
friend and his wife. The confusion was 
dreadful ; yet no one had seen a single 
Frenchman. 
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When my firi^ds arrived at Antwerp^ the 
first sight they saw was beart-reDding. Aa 
ciker's lady had jnsi karoed that her bus*. 
Iiand^fi head had baen ahot off at Quatre Brai. 
The poor lady wb& running about the market* 
place, hysterical and delirious, vith a little 
boy crying a&d vunmng after her. In her 
difi^aetieo, she often repeated, ''My husband 
18 not4!(eed, heis comiBg; bis head is qoI, 
shk 'qC The people did a)l they c»uld to 
ooBBole her. 

Haidly liad they sat ckywzi in Antwerp^ 
tfbetk ssa ^alavm of a^^fibrent kind was wptoadf 
ivbtf^h added to their terrors. A servant of 
the hotel ran into the niom^ ahoost breathless^ 
oaSul^g^^feu, fin, fin P '* Where is the fire ?' 
-M^if Q, it is ill a im^ qtl the canal^ in the 
]k»dst4>f several powder ships, and the whole 
terwtt idllibe bfowti up like Leyden. ^ To thdlr 
gttet relief, they wbre soon informed that tb^ 
&« wM g(it trikd^. 

In the course of the Monday^ the news of 
^AieAde^t <^ the l^i^acb arnved ; and on the 
lidlowing day ipy ii^iend and his wi'fe returned 
to BrU6f^Uk Ob the Weitosscby he visiiei 
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the field of Waterloo. His account of it is 
dreadful. The first thing which strudr him 
at a distance, was the quantity of caps and 
hats strewed on the ground ; it appeared as 
if the field had been covered with crows. 
When he came to the spot, the sight was truly 
shocking. At first there was a great prepon^ 
derance of British slain, which looked Ttty 
ill ; but more in advance, the revenge madei 
itself dreadfully marked^ for ten French lay 
dead for one British. The field was so much 
covered with blood, that it appeared as if it 
had been completely flooded with it ; dead 
horses seemed innummerable, and the pea- 
santry employed in burying the dead, ^ne- 
rally stript the bodies first. Of course these 
people got a vast booty, when they ventured 
out of the neighbouring wood, after the battle ; 
many of them made some hundred pounds. 
A great quantity of cap plates, cuirasses, and 
other articles, were collected by them, saA 
sold as relics. 

'J^ scene was for a week exposed to an- 
other danger ; Prussian stragglers committed 
fr^uent robberies, I saw an inhabitant of 
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Hrussels, who, with three others, was viewing 
the field on the Thursday after the battle, and 
had reached the road about a quarter of a 
mile beyond Bdk Alliance^ when round a rising 
ground gallop'bd a Prussian hussar with drawn 
sabre, who was amongst them in an instant : 
— " Your watches, your money, or I will cut 
you down !^' The marauder^s commands were 
obeyed; and when the four persons returned 
to the village of Mont St. John, they related 
their mal-adyenture tofour of our own coun- 
tiymen, who confessed that they too had al- 
lowed this fortunate hussar to serve them in 
the same manner. I do not think that every 
four Englishmen would have been robbed 
by one man, however completely armed or 
mounted. 

I had the good fortune to travel from Brus- 
sels to Paris, with a young Irish officer and his 
wife, fin Antwerp lady of only sixteen ; of great 
beauty, and much innocence and naivete of 
manners. The officer had been in the battle 
of Quatre Bras, as well as of Waterloo ; and 
to him I. owe much of my minutest and most 
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interesting information. An anecdote of hi» 
fair Belgian, which he justly took some pride 
in relating, will further serve to give an idea 
of the kind of scenes then occurring, the hor« 
rors and the dangers of which' it is so difficult 
to describe. He was living ip cantonments bA 
Nivelles, having his wife with him. The un- 
expected advance.of the Frendi called him cff 
on a moment's notice to Quatre Bras ; but he 
left his wife with his servant, one horse, and 
the family baggage, which was padced upcm a 
large ass. Betreat at the time was not antid* 
pated; but being suddenly ordered on the 
Saturday morning, he contrived to get a mes* 
sage to his wife to make the best of h^ wtty» 
attended by the servant, to Brussds. The 
servant, a foreigner, had availed himself of 
the opportumty to take leave of both master 
and mistress, and made off with the hortse^ 
which had been left for the ose of the latter. 
With a firmness becoming the wife of a Bri- 
tish officer, she boldly commenced on foot her 
own retreat of 2S miles, leading the ass, and 
carefully preserving the baggage. Noviolmoe 
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was 4arod bj any one to so innocent a pilgrim^ 
but no one could afford to assist her. She was 
soon in tb? midst of the columns of the re- 
ti^img ^rit^b army,, aad much retarded and 
ei^aiigered by the a^tiUe?y- Iler &ttgue was 
glK^at ; it rampi^ in wntei^rspoiitf) and the thun- 
det ^ndiUfbtUHig w^j? 4¥9Mflll i^ the extreme. 
Sbe continii^ iaadv.9m^ §i^ got upoa the 
gt'efl^ xoad kosfi Cb^leiKA to* SJ^ussels at Wa« 
terioo, whei» tt#anto^ qh: i^e SaHurday even* 
iog vfetfd tftkipg Mf^ t;b^ &9# for the awful 
conflict In so extensive a field, wd among 
SQfiOO 1f^^y U Wi^. i^ vavi tf> see|( Iper hus- 
b^Mad; i$l^e Upew iba^ th(e ftight pf ber then 
would <inly ha:«;^ ^apfiba^^^^^ aiid distressed, 
bOT5 i?be k^ 0owiy^dv,[^cingto Pnwsela 
all the Satpr^y 9^^ » tb^ W^y cboafced with 
all eort^ of 0Qi\yey§mes, waggons and horses ; 
mnhilii^l t>f oajy^T'e fiigjil^ye^ on the road) and ^ 
4ying pto tbe g^t woo4; wd numbers of the 
t^o^n^ w<wlu^ tfaeif paiJjiful w^y^ dropping 
at 4Sv^y $|e|b> and l^^hwg tbeir last Many 
petEOii^ MfifeactJi^y i^W^i by otb?r% ifx the 
desp^eate ^S^rta of j^^f intt^r to r^^pove im* 
8 
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pediments to their escape ; and to. add to the 
horrors, the rain continued unabated, and the 
thunder and lightning still raged as if the hea- 
vens were torn to pieces. Full twelve miles 
further in the night this young woman march- 
ed, up to her knees in mud, her boots worn 
entirely off, so that she was barefooted ; but ' 
still unhurt, she continued to advance ; and 
although thousands lost their baggage, and 
many their lives, she calmly entered Brussels 
in the morning in safety, and without the lo$s 
of an article. 
, " In a few hours after her arrival, commenced 
the cannon*s roar of the tremendous Sunday; 
exposed to which, for ten hours, she knew her 
husband to be ; and after a day arid night of 
agony, she was amply rewarded by finding 
herself in his arms, he unhurt, and she no- 
thing the worse, on the Monday. The officer 
told itje the tale with tears in his eyes. He 
. jelled iier his " dear little woman," and said 
she became more valuable to him every day* 
I never saw a more ele^nt gentkmahJife 
young man ; and assuredly his pretty Belgian 
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seemed almoist to adore hiai. It gave addi- 
tional value to the foregoing anecdote, that I 
bad it from the actors in the scene described. 
When I remarked that it was quite in the spi- 
rit of Elizabeth of Siberia, the lady exclaimed, 
** Ah ! ma mere dil la meme chose* r 

We pftid a visit to the beautiful palace of 
Laken^ in the vicinity ; from which Bonaparte 
had dated the proclamations, to the Belgians, 
taken in hit baggage. It is a superb house, 
'somewhat like the Register Office of Edin- 
burgh, with the same kind of dome ; a much 
more shewy appearance from its fine orna- 
ments in statuary, but an inferiority in cor- 
rect architecture. It i? situated on the sum- 
mit of a beautiful slope, all of which is laid 
out with great ta^te in the manner of English 
landscape gardening. A TivoH temple adorns 
the grounds, very infMor indeed, in both 
size and structure, to St. Bernard's Well, near 
Edinburgh; which is certainly one of the xnost 
perfect buildings of the kind out of (taly. 



^ '*' My mother made the tsane rtinark..*^ 
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The apartments in the palace are in high style 
and taste, though far inferior in magnifieence 
to those of the palace •at Amsterdam ; but in 
convenience and elegance I think they have a 
decided advantage. Laken, as wdl as Am- 
sterdam, was furnished from Paris by Bcmo- 
parte. His favourite apartments are shewn, 
as a kind o^ trophies, 1>y the servairts of the 
present royal own^r ; his bed-room, and abovie 
all, his bath. A Dutch young lady, who was 
of our pkrty, Was persuaded to puU the gcid 
tassel of thne bath bell, il^bich Napoleon must 
d^en have hattdled ; but with g¥«at-horror, 
lind perfect gravity, immediately rubbed h^r 
hand to wipe off the pollution. 

We saw the grand museuili, to which pur- 
pose the ancient palace of the Spanish govern- 
ment of this country is converted ; the library 
appears very good, and the paintings are nu- 
merous, by the first masters of nearly all the 
schodh. We likewise saw a private collec- 
tion, belonging to an old gentleman, imd were 
much pleased with it. The proprietor, M. 
Bourtine^ went through the ^ooms with us him* 



d by Google 



B1USSSL& 55 

selfl We went to the theatre, which is much 
superior to that of Antwerp ; and saw part of 
« French comedy. The King, who had just 
arrived from Holland, was present, which gave 
us an of^portumty oi observing how he was re- 
ceived by his new subjects. Nothing could be 
more loyal and flattering than tb^ir reception 
of him ; .and.many allusions were made to the 
.brave prince and his glorious wound : a mpst 
blessed wound for the House of Orange. 

I delivered a collection of Numbers of the 
Txansactions of the Royal Society of £din- 
liurgh, to Mr. Van Mons, a Brussels savant. 
£ven his conversation was all of Waterloo, 
and, that interminable theme, the Scotch re- 
giments. One Highland sergeant, formerly 
billeted in Mr. Van Mons* house, came bac,k, 
with the basket hilt of hb sword so bruiaed, 
that he could not get his h»)d out of it, till 
relieved by a blacksmith ! He made very light 
of his wounds, and only hoped soon to be << at 
the enemy agaio*"^ Tbeyhad not dtsarmti 
him at least. 



d by Google 



56 BRUSSELS. 

In crossing the grand market place of Brus^ 
sels from Mr. Van Mons* house, I was much 
surprised to see women riding after the fashion 
of the other sex. ^One was sitting on a tall 
horse, haranguing a crowd as a mountebank 
doctress, attended by a man who beat a drum. 
Her fluency of speech was great 

Indeed I frequently saw women addressing 
the public in long speeches, recommending 
their wares, or glossing over their impositions. 

A foolish report was current in Brussels^ 
that the Netherlands were to be exchanged 
with England for Hanover. The arrangement 
however, seemed to give very general satisfac* 
tiori. Nothing can exceed the attachment of 
the Flemings in general to the Enghsh, and 
the change of sentiment of the fbrn^er friends 
of the French since the battle. All benefit 
from France is now at an end, and loyalty 
has become the best policy. It will much 
improve as public affairs become better ar- 
ranged. The men were every where training to 
arms for the House of Orange, who have riseii, 
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immensely in public esteem since the Prince's 
wound. 

i learned from my friends, that they had 
sooni found out my wounded relation in the 
Guards, formerly mentioned ; Who told them 
that he was shot in the famous wood at Quatre 
Bras i and when carried to the rear, had re- 
collection enough to be sensible that three at- 
tempts were made by the enemy's tirailleurs 
to take his life. He spent the night in a cot- 
tage, which was soon filled with the wounded ; 
several of whpm died before the morning. For- 
tunately for him, the enemy's troops did not 
move early next day; and having set off some 
» hours before the retreat, he passed Waterloo 
without being overtaken. - He was held upon 
his hors^ by bis servant, assisted by several 
soldiers of his own company who were not so 
severely wounded, and was repeatedly laid 
down on the road-side, exhausted with pain 
and loss of blood. Had the enemy driven back 
the British, it is evident he must have remain- 
cd in the hands of the former. 

He has himself, since I have seen, him^ con-^ 
firmed the above account. 
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Fartit ofSmgn^-^VUhgt iffWaterloo^Staiwn 
of Lord WeUingtim-^Deacripiim fkftkejield 
'^THacauToging hwmuKk^-^pirtt rfunlruh 
cffker-^Spletidid largely the Life Chidrda'^ 
Numbers of the two armtes'-^Exclamation rf 
Bamg^rte-^Tkree first aitacke-'^jffect of 
their faiiure on Bumaparte'^Iiffantrjf attades^ 
a kind ofbrtaJthingto the British troops-^Im- 
p0iience of the latter to be led ota^-TAdr eon- 
sttauy andJirmn€Ss^»^Fami house of La H<^t 
Sainte -^SirWUlidm de Lmetjf^-^CoUmd MiU 

^ ler^ and Captain Curxon'^HorrQrs of the fold 
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i/ie day ijfter.the battk^-^Wreckyet remaining^ 
kaves tf books and kUers^^^hivalroiis conduct 
oftht Prince ofOrafige — Anecdote of a name-^ 
less Regimeni of volunteer light horse — 12th 
light Dragoons^ young officer of that regimmt 
who felU^Brigade of the SOth^ and another re* 
gimerU'^Severai anecdot€s^^69th regiment'^^ 
Hougomont and the Guards-^^Hovel of La 
Belle JUiance, interesting visit to-^Cou^y 
over which the enemy fied — Admirable ma-' 
wmvre of the 52d and 71st regimentS'^Visit 
to the station of Napoleon— -JmcosIc the farmer 
—^Answer of Napoleon to a message about an 
English haitevy^^His compliments to the Bri* 
tish troops'^His interview with a British offi* 
cer-^^Account by a French officer, of his beha- 
viour-^Appearance of the Prussians-^Final 
effort of Napoleon — Its defeat by the High* 
landers and Scots Greys^-^CujAG^ by thb 
WHOLB British Army — Beautiful complin 
went from the Prussian to the British cavalry 
m^French (fficer'^s account of the route of the 
French army-^Flight ofNapoleofnr-^Cmtrast 
of the conduct of Frederick the Great — Me^ 
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grefs remark on the death of Charles the XTF. 
— Specimen of the spoil of a poor HtghlandeTr 
-^Anecdote of a peasant woman on thefidUL 

vV ITH that conflict of feelings, which the ex- 
pectation of soon seeing the scene of such a 
battle as Waterloo naturally occasioned^ our 
party, consisting of three, was in readiness by 
six in the morning on the 31st of July.— > 
When we had mounted our ^rriage, we called 
to the postillion—" Waterloo /"---" O^i, Mon^ 
sieur tAnglais^ he answered, with a §mack of 
his whip and an emphasis, which shewed that 
he felt that conducting Englishmen iAcre,- was 
conducting them to their own proper domain. 
There had been rain during the night, and 
the morning was gloomy ; having,^ as we were 
told, the same appearance as that of the 18th 
of June: of course we would not have ex- 
changed it for the brightest sunshine. The 
ground would be wet, — but so it was on the 
day'of the battle; and further, in point of 
time, we should just arrive about the hour it 
commenced. 
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After driving three or four miles, we en- 
tered the awful forest of Soign6, It coTers 
an immensee extent of eoutttry A-om east to 
west, but is only about six oir seven miles 
broad, where the road passes through it to 
Waterloo. 

The impressions of an Englishman on en- 
tering this wood, are much enhanced by know- 
ledge of the fact, that it was the great sburce 
of supply of ship-timber for Napoleon^s naval 
schemes at Antwerp, and already had built 
several ships of the line. The same forest 
which was intended to furnish the means of 
her humiliation, protected the rear of her vic- 
torious army on the day when England^ at 
one blow, destroyed the power of her destroy- 
er for ever. 

Every foot of the road was interesting, as 
it held its very straight course through the 
wood. We contrasted the gloomy quiet of 
our journey,— a few peasants going to their 
early labour, — with its accumulated horrors 
on the day of the retreat of the baggage and 
wounded of the army ; the multitudes who 
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.^ropt and died; the mimbers who were 
onuhed to dedth ; the hurry, the alarm, the 
> conliiskn ; the cries^ and shiieks, and groans^ 
of that deeadful ^scepie ; and the interestio^ 
unproteeted << EUeabeth,'^ steadily and safe^, 
by a miracle, holding her way in the middle 
'o£ it Out carriage kept the paved chaussfe^ 
.or centre of the way ; the two sides, of about 
15'£eet wide each^ being deep and muddy, as 
they were on the great occasion. The whole 
breadth of the road seemed to be 40 or 50 
fieet The trees which bounded it on each 
side are tall, and kept trimmed like a very 
U^ hedge or scre^i ; beyond them imme- 
diately commences the thick wood, in all the 
irrtgularity of nature. Here the wounded 
had crawled, and died in great numbers ; 
much baggage had been plundered ; and the 
whole population of the country had fled for 
safety. 

Our postillion pointed out the mounds which 
marked where men and horses had been inter- 
red ; they were apparentevery hundred yards. 
The sepulture had been hurried and imper* . 
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lidbs ffequeiitly appeariag. Ofton bayonet 
scabbards stuck out ; and eapB^ idH»% ^aiid 
pieces «>f dbth, scaro% in ihe ^ooni' dis- 
tinguiilhable from the mud in whieh they hi^, 
gaye indication of the spots where many a sol- 
dier» after bleeding in the field aaA toiling 
along the road to eifpected aid and eDmf#rt9 
unassisted, almost unpitted l^ the s^enga- 
ged sufferers who saw him fall, had'isniik to 
rise no more. Some ndniell as we 'were be- 
stowing a passing survey upon these affecting 
monuments of the bratre, in a situatioB the 
most dismal we had erer beheld* 

Waterloo's village and small neat cbttnch 
with its brick built dome were now in oar view, 
rituated in a recess of the wood evidently clear- 
ed for them. The road was now quite out 
of the forest ; whiish, however, blackened the 
whole region to east and west as &r as the eye 
could reach. In this poor hamlet^' which his- 
tory is to name with veneration as long as tkne 
endures, the peasants have been at pains to 
preserve the chalking on, the docHrs; in which 
2 
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we reoqgpised (he well-known names of cek- 
bmted al&o&c$, or the pffic^s of the several.de- 
ptfftmenis at headrquarters. 

.We wereiminediately surrounded by the 
people offering for sale, with great importp- 
nity, reliQs of the field; particularly the eagles 
whi<^ .the French soldiers wore as- cap plates. 
A few cuirasses^ both tl^e back and breast 
{Hieces, were likewise held up to us ; as well as 
sabres, bayonets, and otiier spoil. 

We drove a mile forward to the still small- 
er hamlet of Mont St John, by a gradual as- 
eei^ of the road ; to right and left of which, 
the British army bivouacked on the eve of the 
battle ; having advanced over the high ground 
in the morning to the southern slope facing 
the enemy; on fair open ground,, without an 
advantage, to decide the fate of the world. 

Mont St, John is quite behind the British 
line ; and had its name given by Bonaparte 
to what was properly the farm house of La 
Haye Sainte, which he did succeed in carry- 
ing ; but certainly never was so far advanc- 
ed as Mont St. John ; indeed he never did,. 
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tor more that a few minutes at any time, suc- 
ceed in penetrating the English position. 

We left our carriage at this last hamlet, 
and walked on to the field with nervous anti- 
cipation. To the right and left were the mul- 
tiplied marks of the artillery wheels, as rivaU 
ling << lightning's course in ruin and in bpeed^ 
they had careered to their station in the me- 
morable line. Whole tracks were marked by 
the feet of the cavalry, often fetlock deep in 
the mud. The last homes of the brave began 
to appear, with the larger tumuli of their horses, 
more frequent as we approached the scene of 
contest. Keeping still the great road, we came 
to a tree which formed the precise centre of 
the British line ; the well chosen station of the 
Duke of Wellington, when not occasionally 
visiting other parts of the position to confirm 
the unflinching spirit of his gallant comrades. 
It commanded a full view of the intermediate 
plain, and of the whole of the enemy ''s vadt force 
upon the adverse slope and country beyond it, 
with every movement made or threatened by 
bim. 
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Nothing is more false than the French apo^- 
logy, (added to dieir never4ailing poeteiice of 
being overpowered by numbers), that the Bri- 
tish position was naturally strong, and care* 
fully fortified. Unentrenchei stood* the British 
army, along its whole position, on a slope so 
gentle, that a coach driving up would not 
slacken pace; and to the ridge of which the 
French cavalry found no difficulty of gallqp. 
ing at full speed to the very bayonets of their 
opponents, who threw themselves into squares,, 
thetr only entrendiments, to receive the charge. 
It was, tp use a favourite English phrase, just 
the place for *^ a fair set to ; a ckarjidd ami 
no/ttwmrJ' 

We had the good fortune to meet with a 
very intelligent English officer, who bad been 
in the action, and who had that day paid his 
first visit to the field, after recovering of his* 
wound. 

From Lord Wellington's station,^ we stood 
and gazed on the wbole scene ; not daring to 
break silence iar some minutes. And de^ 
was now the silence of the vast sepulcbce o£ 
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90,000 men, contrasted with the roar and th« 
carnage of the battle. The gloomy weather 
Btill lasted 4 and was valued by us, as pecu<« 
liarly suitable to the scene we were conltei&« 
plating. The imagination is incalculably aid* 
ed by viewing the scene of a memoi^able bat- 
tle. The actors bding generally fiimiliiar to 
-^s, we can easily people the field with them^ 
'and become thereby actually present at the 
foment of the event Indeed, so very 'iUiil« 
pie is the field of Waterloo, that a concepdoii 
of very ordinary power may quite take it in 
irdm description alone. Although here and 
there, varsed by inequalities, it will serve 
all popular purposes to say, that at the dist« 
ance from each other of about a mile, the con- 
tending armies occupied parallel high grounds 
sloping, with almost equal dedivity to a plain 
of about hiJf a mile broad. Which ^intervened. 
The English line, or rather two lines, extended 
about two miles ; the French masses nearly 
three miles*, tht Brusads mad ran at tight 

* The length of the lines wai underrated in the first and 
•ecoad editions. 
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angles through both armies ; forming the cen- 
ter of each. On this road, in one line, are the 
villages of Waterloo, and Mont St. John, and 
the farm houses of La Haye Sainte, and L«a 
Belle Alliance ; and the only other place which 
requires to be referred to, is the memorable 
Chdleau of Hougomont, advanced a short waj 
-in front of nearly the right of the British posi- 
tion. The road from Brussels toNivelles, which 
branches off at Waterloo from the great road al- 
ready described, passed the right of the army ; 
which last being thtowp back into a curve, cros- 
sed the angle formed by the two roads, like the 
scale of a quadrant. A number of smaller 
roads and foot-paths intersected the field in idl 
directions, none pf them of any importance in 
the affair, , excepting always those which ad- 
mitted the brave Prussians to their share of 
the glory of deUvering the world. 

The whole will at once be illustrated, by 
glancing at the Plan annexed to this volume. \ 

The night before the battle, the troops l$y 
down, already drenched with the heavy rain,. 
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m the deep tnud of the ground. Every one 
must have remarked, that by a singular fata- 
lity, our brave army have often had very un- 
favourable weather for their greater exploits. 
The country had been quite dry till the.move* 
ment of the troops from their cantonments; 
but on the 1 7th, the rain and thunder andlight- 
ning continued almost without intermission, 
till the morning of Waterloo, when it ceased, 
and the weather became fine again. Fortu-' 
jiately, there was too much excitem^t of spi- 
rits, for this physical inconvenience to be much 
fi^t, either at the time or afterwards. The 
men were fresh from cantonments ; and their 
toil, though severe, was short. Never did 
I, British army take the field in finer condition. 
The cavalry especially felt the benefit of fight- 
mg,. before losing the effects of their superior 
kee{Mng, by the toils and privations of a cam- 
paign. 

.The Irish officer, formerly mentioned, re- 
counted the effect of the wet bivouack on himself 
in a manner which gives a striking view of the 
high feeling of the.mea who sustain in the field 
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Ae honour of our oouBtry. When he got up 
about six oVIock in the momhig, he could not 
Bland with Evident diivering ; but fell downin 
the mud again. Hemadeset^eraleifcrts^butm 
vain. Without dreaming, when he recounted 
the drcumiliance} of an infefence favourable to 
lum«elf, which he was not aware that I was 
drawing, he described hiB feelings to have been 
perfect agoaj, arkung fiom tlie dread that he 
should not be able to do his duty. Aa hour 
or two^ and a little brandy revvved hin^, and. 
when he found he eouid stand, his relief oF 
mind amounted to the most ^(]piisite joy he 
everfdtinhishfe. Fet 130,000 ferocious ene« 
nues w«cefull in his view ; he distiwtly heard 
the shout of ^< viv« PEmpeveur,^ the signal for 
the ttemendous cMiset ; death was coming oh 
m its most threatening aqsect ; in the gloom of 
the morning, the vast, Inroad, and deep massea 
of the enemy, with their mighty reserves yet 
further and further back till they seemed to 
meet the horizon, appeared, as he expressed 
himself, as if the forest of .Soign6 had changed 
its situation: yet did tUs fearless youth &ei 
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bis heart leap fer joj, when he fennd himself 
d>Ie, for the honour of Ireland^ to stand up 
to the oooHDg storm ; on higher priample yet 
than the Oneida diie^ 

" TtMtmg but tbe ibame of fear.*' 

lift Paris, I heardan officer c^ihe 95tb, with 
iSke Btmne nianl^absenaeof self ^pratulation, give 
a siaiilac acoount ef Us own trials on the me- 
mnriAtr da/wa of Waterloa Who can won- 
der at the firmness with which the entire daj 
was anatained, whai snch were the feelings 
with wfaidi the battle was waited for, andW 
gun! 

When oeoking thdr l»«ak£Eist, the troops 
wcretadled to desist, by the qpirit^^tirrii^ pre* 
pai«tii?€finQm theakb-du-camp passing at full 
gallop-^'^ SUm4 to ywr onnB^ the French are 
moving.^ They had moved An immense 
array of cuirassiers had idready swept across 
the plain) to embarrass the Pritish deploy^ 
menlB. Amomentary daim mi confusion 



d by Google 



T2 VISIT TO THE FIELB. 

were created among our infantry and artillery. 
The Life Guards, who had mainly covered the 
retreat the day before, had the honour of the 
first dash at the enemy on the 18th of June ; 
the commencement only of much good service 
of theirs throughout the day. No charge on 
that field is described as more magnificent than 
this, the first from these brilliant and tremen- 
dous troops. The shock was scarcely waited 
for by the enemy ; a moment cleared the whole 
front attacked ; and in no part of the day was 
the flight of the cuirassiers more unequivocal, 
except at the termination of the battle, than it 
was immediately after this their first essay. 

A sentiment of pride is universal in the 
country, bepause of the well-earned distfnc- 
tion of the household troops of both arms ; and 
with one voice is hailed the wise abandonment 
of that system, so unjust to them, which kept 
them exclusively for shew, and denied to the 
British monarch the high sight of a circle of 
proved warriors immediately around his per- 
son, of the same cast with those who carry hk 
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name with their own to the remotest quarters of 
the world*. 

As we stood ob our comnianding spot, the 
first thought was mqst naturally of the Bum- • 
bers of the contending armies respectively. 
The British were stated by Bonaparte himoelf 
ait 80,000, and certainly they have never been 
made out,to have been more. Marshal Blucher 
estimates them at the same number. Of these 
not mco'e than 30,000 were actually British; 
the rest were Germans, Belgians, and Dutch. 
There was assuredly no corps of Prussians in 
the battle, before tl\p evening. 

The French army certainly were 130,000« 
maldng the enormous balance in their favour 
of 50,000 men ; and, be it never fcnrgotten, 
all French, and the best troops of France. 
Marshal Ney, in his justification addressed to 
the Duke of Qtranto, calls them, << that fine 



* I owe my knowledge of this splendid incidetit, to an offi- 
eer of high rank who witnessed it. I esteem it a great addition 
to the narrative in many points of riew. 



d by Google 



74 VISIT TO TKE FIELD. 

and numerous army ;*^ a description at onoe 
decisive of the question^ when it is considered 
what that army must have been which a 
French Marshal would think of so characterise 
ing Bat) «< The Rebai&n" published in Paris 
by a French officer, formerly refenred to^ states 
in plain terms, without intendmg to diminisi}, 
and certainly with the reverse of interest to 
exaggerate, that the French amy which at- ^ 
tacked the Duke of Wellington was 190,(>00 
slroDg. His testimony is the nM»*e satislao- 
tory as to the absolute numbers of the French, 
that with true national feeling, in hisignontnce 
tt the truth, he ludicrously overrates the Bri- 
tii^ force, ai^ brings fresh masses onI ofihe 
Wffod tf Sotgni just as they were needed; 
^^p&urtcraserpetr le nmnbre*^ the overwhdmei 
columns of the French. In truth the British 
army were a mile and a half from the nearest 
skirts of the wood, and never had one mut 
within it : And so far from b^g crushed or 
o'^iud, the masses, and of the French guard 

• « To crash by numbers.** 
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too^ w^re oUen routed by the bdd dash of an 
almost incredibly small prc^rtion of tbdr 
mimbers^— nay flometioiei, as will aftcS'wards 
be told of Uie Highlanders and Soots Greys^ 
ttnd It happened in many other parts of the 
field be»de$9 by the prodigies of nearly isolat- 
ed, individual valoiur. 

Bonaparte^knew the number oi his already 
devoted adversaries wdi ; and with his usual 
(M'esuniption expicssed great astonishment to 
aee thdbr imdismayed frant 00 tluU side of the 
forest His fear was, that they would escape 
him in the night; and he exclaimed,. on first 
aedng thrar oorder of battle with the dawn>-»i 
<< Akl je festiem done, en Jngknt* T 

The reguliu* battle, it is well known, conK 
menoed by the almost amultaneous advance 
(and we distinctly saw their course) of three 
entire ccrpa £armee on the right, left, and cen* 
ter of the Brltidi line. The attadc on the 
right had for its first obgect the carryii|g of 
the pott of Hougomont, the key of ihe posi- 

«< Ah I I bare ihtm theD, these Englith !** , 

2 
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tion ; in possession of wbicb, the French could 
have turned the British right. That column 
had shortest way to move; and, under King 
Jerome, it was there the cannon and musketrj 
first b^an. As admitted by ^ The Rtlatum^'^ 
fresh reinforcements were sent to this scene of 
carnage repeatedly to no purpose. The ut- 
most success of probably 30,000 men, was 
obliging the light companies of the 1st, 8d, 
and 3d Foot Guards, under the command of 
Lord Saltoun, to take refuge vnikin the post, 
instead of defending the small wood on the 
outside of it' The post itself was never oc- 
cupied by the enemy for a moment. The 
Guards kept it, in spite of grape, and mus- 
ketry, and balls, and shells, and flames; till 
they issued from it victorious in the hour of 
vengeance. 

The corps d^armie destined for the left, (the 
6th), soon arrived at the first attack in thai 
quarter about the center of the Britbh left 
wing; but were calmly received and repulsed, 
by the admirably served artillery, and by the 
42d, 79th, and 9Sd Highlanders, supported. 
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it is believed, by the 1st and 28th regiments, 
under the lamented Sir Thomas Picton. The 
whole slope was in our view. Nothing could 
be more tremendous than the mode of at- 
tack ; it was headed by artillery, which dis- 
charged showers of iron grape shot, each bullet 
larger than a widnut *• It was a battle, on 
the part of the French, of cavalry and cannon, 
both equipped as if by magic, and much more 
formida;bIe than had ever been known, in the 
French armies even, to take the field. " Var^ 
tUUrie^ says ^« The Rtlatiim^ " m porta en 
avant, mr toute la ligne^ et lea colonnea la auu 
virent'f.'* Heading these columns were the 
iron-cased cuirassiers, in as complete mail, 
breast and back, as in the days of that defen- 
sive armour ; upon which the musket balls 
were heard to ring as they glanced off, with- 
out injuring or even stunning the wearer. 
' These men at arms had immense infantry co- 
lumns of support at their backs. 

* Some of these dreadful balls we found on the field* 
•f •* The artillery advanced in front along the whole line, 
aod the colamoi followed.** 

3 
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A stun^ted Iiedge bounded each side of % 
narrow cross road, which ran along the whole 
of the British left wing^ jouiing the great road 
near the Duke of Wellington's tree already 
mentioned. In the hedge there were a num- 
ber of gaps, which had been made to serve 
as a kind of embrazures for the line of the 
British cannon of the left wing ; and a trifling 
bank, only here and there two or three feet 
high, on which the hedge grew, and in whichr 
apertures for the guns were cut where ne- 
cessary, was the only thing resembling sheU 
ter, which any poftion of our artillery enjoy* 
ed ;— and may have given occasion to the au- 
thor of « The Relation'' to speak of appe^- 
ances of fresh earth turned up in the British: 
position. 

When the cannon and infantry had stag-: 
gered the masses of the enemy, and somewhat 
calmed their fury ; round the extremity of 
the cross road, full on the flank of the foe,— ' 
horses in perfect condition, men in steady de«^ 
termination,— wheeled, like a whirlwind, the 
Royals^ Greys, and £nniskiUeQfi7**»£nglaQdiu 
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JBcotlapd, and Iidi«nd> ia hig^ mahy and ir. 
resistible unioii*. In vain, for the seoood time, 
the iron casesy^^he cuirassier* were " baide»\ 
W«^« et cuBnUia f ,^ (in the words of " The 
RtlaUom^} their camion was deserted and ta- 
ken ; and the columns of infantry wef)» thrown 
into such confusion, that they had just time 
to get beyond the range of the prudent pur- 
suit of their advere^ries^ whose warfare waa 
yet defensive. Tlie dr^agooiis and infantry^ 
with their captuned cannon and eagles, calm- 
ly returned to their place in position, to await 
the next advance of the enemy X* 

* I always have been» and 8e« more and more reason 
to ooatiBue of opinion, that in, our army the three nations 
ought to be separately regimented. The noble emulAtioa 
cesuftiug from uationai feeling, is a more 'heartfelt stimulus 
to the soldier, ,thait may at first sight be supposed. It is a 
subject well worthy of consideration. . 

-f There is do translating these expressive words, when 
describing the effect of a charge of cavalry. Boyer's Dic- 
tionary renders the first to turn topsy'tuti^, and the second 
to ihnm heelt'Over-'ftettd, 

X A brief commentary on a raUler sudden change of po« 
jjtics in one of the French cuirassiers^ when on the point of 
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If our present ground had the well fought 
round now faintly described in full view; so had 
NapoIeon^s station, about a mile along the road 
from where we stood. ' With the pocH* farmer 
Lacoste pinioned on horseback beside him, ^ 
stood the Emperor ; unable to conceal hb as- 
tonishment at the recoil and almost flight of 
his finest troops ; and constrained, in sjnte of 
himself, repeatedlj to mutter compliments to 
the spirit, rapidity, and steadiness of the Bri* 
tish cavalry. ** These English fight admira* 
bly," said he to Soult; " but they mW give 
way.''-*-" No, Sire^ they prefer being cut to 
pieces,'' was the answer of one who knew 
something of them. The grey houses espe- 
cially struck him, and he often repeated^ 
*« queUes supcrbea troupes l" 



beiag cut dowo by a soldier of the Greys,, was overheard 
on this occa^iQp. llie Frenchman, who had certainly ad-^ 
vanced with the cry of «« Vive PEmfiereur^^* called out 
" Vive le IJoi." " Gude faith, freend,*> said his parsuer ia 
purest Scotch, ** gii ye cry tMt, ye sha*daa be here.*' 



d by Google 



VI&IT TO TH£ FIELH. ^ 61 

The centre attack was most of this time in 
full activity, and overwhelming eftbrts were 
making to gain the farm house of La Haje 
Sainte, advanced two or three hundred yards 
from the British position. Here fortune be« 
stowed one melancholy smile on Napoleon^s 
arms. No moment even of temporary success 
was theirs tit the line; but they^did establish 
themselves, with an odds of twenty to one, in 
the post of La Haye Sainte, in consequence, 
as the Duke of Wellington's account testifies, 
of the unexpected failure of the ammunition 
of a (ietachment of the German Legion, to 
which its defence was committed: a failure 
which, from the position and great strength 
of the assailants, it was at the time considered 
impossible to supply. This very limited, and, 
as it turned out, bootless, success of the ene- 
my, it appears b matter of much self-reproach 
to the commander in chief. He has been 
heard to use very hard words, when speaking 
of what he calls his want of presence of mind 
on the occasion. It was impossible to send 
ammunition in by the gates at the two sides^ 
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of tbe fann-*7ard ; but it might have approach^ 
ed the back of the house, under cover of the 
British fire, and been handed in^ by an aper* 
*ture made on purpose. Considering what the- 
general on such a day had to think of, it mil 
not be thought surprising that, with all his^ 
commanding influence, the Duke of Welling^ 
ton has not succeeded in inducing any of his 
auditors to join in the accusation. He has- 
one comfort; the post, when carried with im-- 
mense loss, did no good to the capto^. It 
neutralized a large force ; and never for a mo^ 
ment shook the British centei'. 

The three i^ttacks now described, we were^ 
told, might serve as a fair spedmen of the 
reiterated war during the entire"" day. Front 
eleven in the morning till seven at night, it 
consisted of a succession of such assauks, with 
unabated fury, and increasing numbers, and 
often with a boldness and deadly effect, which 
perplexed our soldiers, and put their matchless 
firmness to the utmost trial. It may be be- 
lieved, that every fresh onset swept away mul- 
titudes of our infantry ; still the survivors gave 
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not ah inch of the ground, but made good the 
lines and firm the squares. No mien in £u« 
rope could have endured as they did. Again 
and again the enemy^s cannon and cavalry re* 
^bounded' from their ^< adamantine front,^'* dis- 
mayed and scattered; These were the br&Uh" 
ing times of our heroes ! line was with admi- 
rable dbicrity farmed for a greyer breadth of 
fire than the squares afforded, immediately <m 
seeing the back plates of the cuirasses y when 
masses <^. French infimtry approached with a 
heavy fire c^musketry. They did *< go through 
their work,^ as Nap<^on often muttered» lut- 
like any troops he had ever seen. Such were 
the visits of the cannon and cavalry, that, as I 
have rcpeatedjy been assured by officers with 
whom I have ocmversed^ these interludes of 
infantry battle werea kindof re/mAmen^, after 
their toil with the other arms ! They never 
took the trouble to look at the numb^s ; they 
felt as if boys had attacked them^ merely to 
keep them in wind; and invariably routed the 
columns by a very few steps in advance with 
polluted iKiyonets. 
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Tfae Duke, in visiting d]£Perent points, vhE» 

often received with a shout of impatience to be 

led on. The gallant 05th were very tired of 

the iron cases, and the iron grape shoh An 

immense body of French infismtrj happened t» 

approach that noble r^ment at one time' when 

the commander was paying them a visit; ^< Let 

us at ^em, my Lord,^ " let us down upon ^em,*^ 

quite regardless of their numbers, ^ Not yet,^ 

replied the chief, ^* not yet, my brave me%. 

but you shall have at them soon ; firm a IHtle 

longer ; we must not be beat ; what would they 

say in England ?"* The last remark, was-praise- 

rather than caution, fbr,-~let any peojde ou: 

earth match it, ancient or modem, from Ther^ 

mopyld downwards, through ages of Soman' 

firmness and chivalrous enthusiasm,— in nof 

part of the line did a thought of flinching from 

his allotted spot, or of occupying any other 

ground behind^ than the breadth of his back 

where he stood, if he should fall, find a mo^' 

ment's shelter in the mind of the poorest Bri-' 

tish soldier of Waterloo. The trite and abused 

term of glory does not convey the idea of ar 

hundredth part of the merit of such constancy. 



d by Google 



VISIT to THB FIELD. B5 

^ Les Anghis^^ sirj^s the intelligent author of 
the character of the different European armies, 
himself a Frenchman, << Les Anglais sont in- 
*< d'uliitablement le peupie leplus intr^pide de 
<< TEurope; celui qui affroiite la mort, et la 
^^ vcA t^proeker, avec le plus de sang froid ei 
<< d'indifference*." 

From our vantage ground, we had gcdned 
a very satiisfactory general idea of the fieU^, 
and, before setting out on a circuit of more 
minute, inspection, went down to the £u*m 
house of La Haye Stdnte, to examine the state 
m which the conflict had left that post. Much 
of the ivreckbf the battle lay between the Duke 
of Wellington's station, and the faim house, 
which manifested the hazard to which he had 
been ei^sed; ' 

The *^ HelatiorT adixats the necessity of send- 
ing against La Haye Sainte << de noutelUs 
farces" before it was taken, by the slaughter 
of almost aU its btave defenders. It is just 

* <> The English are undoubtedly the most intrepid people 
in Europe : The people who meet as well as wait fir death, 
with most of cooUieis ttud indifference.*' 
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an ordinary fann bouse and oouii of offices^ 
The house fornia one side of a square, and 
the office^ the othw three ; the court yUrd ool- 
lectbg the numure in the middle* and sfaeJlier- 
iiig the cattle. The aide opfxieite to the house 
is a long building for cows ; the pisaage being, 
sep^ated from the cows* stalk by a parapet 
^ about four feet h^. At eadi end of die pas- 
sage is a large door or gate, both of wfaidi* 
were literally riddled with musket balls, fbscd 
Jirom wOhtn and from wkhoiUy aa oauid easUj 
be distinguished from the kind ot hole the 
ball had made. The bodies, aft^ the actioiiji. 
were heaped up in the cowa* stalls, as high aa 
the parapet The wlu^ farm housed ^Ard^ 
and offioies might httve affibrdediroora tor 1000 
or 1500 men to act. They had made holes for 
musketry all round Ule buildii^s ; and many, 
a hde had been made for. them by the enemy. 
The whole presented a scene of shattered ruin, 
which could not be looked upon without a de- 
gree of interest amounting to terror. It stood 
a noble monument of the determined valout. 
of our Germto brethren in armsr 
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Some yeiy poor ehildren who aeemed to 
tiarve about the ruins, soon jcnned us, and 
l^gan to beg from us^ << quelque ehoM^ with 
most perseTering iaaportonity. Their miser- 
able appearance was in perfect agreement with 
the scene of desolation about tliem. We saw 
BO grown people who seemed to have any in* 
terett in the phue. 

Having succeeded in opening the shattered 
door which ted ont ta the fields to the west, 
we saw several women still engaged in the 
lately most luoative occupation of gleaning 
up any thing which they could fell to stran- 
gers. The same persons had very probably 
been active in stripping and plundering the 
slain. We asked them where they were during 
die action i~<< Tovte^ dam k iow*.''— Did 
they hear the noise ?"— the answer was a shrug 
and look of dreadful recollection. They seem- 
ed to be finding very little worth taking up. 
We were oipselves at the moment more for- 
tunate, for among^ some straw, and plainly 
marked with blood, we found a Freneh bay- 
onet, whidi we brought away with us. 

* « All ID Uie i*t)od.'^ 
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We returned to the tree, and directed ovse 
course westward along the British right win^. 
There was no difficulty in tracing the well« 
defended line-nit was now a Kne of gravcM. 
The survivors never quitted it, but to advance. . 
The very ground was hallowed ; and it was 
trode by us with respect and gratitude ; the 
multitudes below, so lately interred, oocanon^ 
ed a very impressive subject qf reflection. 

If the unknown dead called forth thete 
feelings, much more did the consdousness of 
standing on the spot, where some one known 
to us had << nobly fought and nobly diedu^ 
We stood where the interesting Sir William 
de Lanoey had met his death, when rallying, 
with great sfHiit and e£Pect, a battalion of Ha- 
noverians, which had got into ccmfusion* He 
nobly refused to occupy the time of the sur- 
geons with hU wound, which he had heard 
them pronounce mortal, when they thought 
him insensible. He was removed to the vil- 
lage of Waterloo, where he died. This gallant 
young man'^s early name, and jiist favour with 
his great commander, excited general and deep 
interest for his fate ; and no where more tbaa 
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in Edinburgh, where he had been married 
only a few weeks before*. 

Indeed the instances of heroic death were 
as numerous as they are affecting. Cok»idl 
Miller of the first guards requested a last nght 
of the colours under which he had fought. 
He kissed them fervently, and begged they 
might be waved over him till he expired. 

The lamented Captain Curzon, Lord Scars- 
dale's son, met his fate with almost ** militaiy 
glee**' In falling' from his horse, he called out 
giuly to Lord March, who was riding with him 
at a gallop,-^" Good b'ye, dear March.'^ And 
by one effort more, whep his friend had left, 
bim for the urgent duty of animating a foreign 
corps, in very critical circumstances, he look* 
ed upt and cried <« Well done, dear March.** 

The afflicting idea strongly occurred, of the 
next day^s horrors of such a field as Water- 
loo. Numbers of the desperately wounded 
and dying, in the midst of the dead, raised 

* Lady de I^ancey.had arrived at Brusiels a week befort 
the battle ; and had the sad consolation to attend her dyio^ 
liBsbftad at Wateiiooi He liofered itx dayi. 
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their heads, when vi8it<»8 ia the scene passed 
them, to implore water, or to beg death at th^ 
hands, to end their agonies. Many of the 
wounded were not removed till the Wedne»- 
day, the thiid day after the battle. 

All was now hushed in the stillness fX the 
graye, the sad consummation* which the wound- 
ed implored. No one who baa not seenf it, can. 
imagine how touching itis to see, strewed over 
the ground,, fragments of what the brave men. 
wore or carried when they fell.. Ammigthe straw 
of the trodden down com which still covered the 
field, lay caps, shoes, pieces of uniforms, and 
shirts, tufts,, ceckades, feathers,, ornamental: 
horse^hair red and black, and what most struck 
us, great quaittitiesof letters, and leaves ofbooks. 
The latter were much too far d^aced by raioi 
and mud, to make it worth our while to lift 
any of them. In one letter, we could just make 
out the words, so affecting in the circumstan-- 
ces, <« My dear husband.^ We brought away 
some leaves of a German hymn book ; and pro- 
bably, had we bad time, might have found some^ 
thing curiousin a department in which the pea*^ 
sants. seemed not at all to have anticipated USk 
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We were now on the station of the Prinee 
of Orange, and where he received his wound. 
The Dutch and Belgians under his immedi* 
ate command behaved very gallantly. The 
Prince is sedd, in a mcNoaent of chivalrous feel- 
ing, when applaudktg their valour, to have 
torn the star from his breast, and thrown it 
'into their column ; adding, that he did not 
know who best Reserved it, and thereftnre he 
gave it among them. 

A very gay regiment of gentlemen light 
horse volunteers were in the battle of Water- 
loo; all inhabitants of a continental city, which 
I shall not name. An oppc^unity occurred 
for tbem to charge the French cavalry, and an 
aid-du-camp came to them with an order or 
request to that effect, from Lord Wellington. 
Their colonel, in great surprise, objected the 
enemy's strength,-— their cuirasses,— and the 
consideration, which had unaccountably, he 
said, escaped the Commander in Chief, that 
bis regiment were all gerUlenten. This diverts 
ing response was carried back to Lord Wei- 
tington ; who despatched the messenger again 
io say,, that if, the gentlemen would take post 
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upon an eminence, whidi he pointed to in the 
rear, they would have an excellent view o{ the 
battle ; and he would leave the choice of a 
proper time to charge entirely to their own 
sagacity and discretion, in which he had the 
fullest confidence i The colonel actually thank- 
ed the aid-du-camp, for this distinguished post 
of honour, and followed by his gallant train 
with their very high plumes, (the present great 
point of continental military foppery,) was out 
of danger in a moment. 

A regiment of light dragoons of a very dif- 
ferent stamp, the 12th, was posted near, the 
Prince of Orange. Their charges were of the 
most spirited kind; and nothing but the cui- 
rasses enabled the French dragoons to resist 
them. In the account of so much pure valour 
without trick or cover, against so much iron, 
it is not difficult to decide where honour would 
award the balance. Many brave men were 
sacrificed to the iron cases, and taffeta flaga 
which frightened their horses. A gallant 
young friend of my own *, lay near the spot we 

* Mr. EUiot Lockban, eldest ioa of the Member for SqI* 

kirksfaire* 
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had now reached. He had just jmned the 12th 
dragoons ; and in the first charge of his regi- 
ment^lin which he bore a very distinguished 
part, received a wound^ which was instantly 
fetal. There was a melancholy satisfaction in 
bdioldii^ the spot. of his honourable grave: 
A prouder sepulchre the turf on which the 
aoldier falls, dian the proudest mausoleum in 
consecrated ground. 

No part of the £eld was more fertile in im« 
pressive associatious^ than the ground of the 
SOthy and 73d regiments, brigaded under our 
gallant countryman, severely wounded in the 
battle. Sir Colin Halket. I had already heard 
much of the firmness of these brave, troops: 
and^ was to hear still more. To no square did 
the artillery, and particularly the cuirassiers, 
pay more frequent and tremendous visits ; 
and never was it shaken for a moment The 
almost intimcuy of the soldiers with these death- 
bringing visitants, increased so much as the 
day advanced, that they began to recognise 
Hb^ir faces. Their boldness much provoked 
our men. They galloped up to the bayonet 
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pmAUy where of courte^ their horses made a 
fill! slop, to the great danger of pitdiing the 
riders mto the square. .They then rode round 
and round the fearless bulwark of bayonets; 
and in all the ooofidence of panoply, often 
coldly wtdhei their horses, to have mm time 
to search for some chasm m the ranks, where 
they nugfat ride in. The balls absdutdy 
rung upon their mail ; and notfaing incpnono- 
dad the rider, exeept bringing down his hotse, 
which at last became the genend order. In 
that erent he surflendeved himself, and waa 
reoeiTed within the square, tifl he oould be 
sent prisoner to the feat ;--a generosity iU^ 
merited, when it is eonsidered that the French 
spared Tieij few lives, which it was in their 
power to take. Many cheers were mur- 
dered, afixr i^ing up dieir swords ; nmA when 
prisoners were ceUected, catalry were sent 
to cut them dow^ when drcurastances at the 
moment prereofled their remov^al* ! 



* A f Ottiy ittccv of t]i« 6r«5«, iv«H known to the author, 
wa« shot by a Fctncb officer wJaote life be hsdTpreflei^ 
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In the revolutionary demoralisalidn, pro^ 
duced by an educatioa of violenoe and selfish* 
ness, nothmg ts more frightful than the ihuA 
of feding which ebaraeterises the Frendi sol 
diery. Their prisonenr could hardly txfooi 
to be qwed by the men, who lying wounded 
themselves in the hog[ntals at Antwerp, were 
often seen mimioldng the contortions of oousk 
tenanoe which weve produced by the agonies 
4)f death in -one of their awn oonurades in the 
next bed. There is no curse to be cmnpored 
to the potrer^f fiends like these. Europe en« 
tire was roused to put them down ; and they 
made a gigantic effort at Waterloo to rise again. 
Jt makes one shuddei^ to think that they were 
within a hair^s breadth of ^succeeding ; and 
often I experienced a movement, in which it 
was hard to say, whether there was moat of 
indignation or ridicule, when I heard Fr«ich* 
men and Frem$h-4i»oiiie3i lamenting, in pathetic 



^d. The object of tbe FreDcbtnaD WM to make his escmpe* 
He did not effiect bit purpose ; being overtaken and cut to 
pieces by the enraged f oldieri. 
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and seiUimenial tenn% their failure ; with scraps 
about *' Vertu^neihcureuatf mais t&ujours^ rtfpec^ 

Tfaeouirassijers WECe refieatedly driven off 
by the SOth, and their, comradexegiment ; re- 
duced themselves by painful degrees^ more 
and more every attack. Line wa$ always 
agmn formed with unwearied alacrity; no eom- 
plmnt escaped the patient soldier^s lips, if we 
except an occasional cry to be led on* The 
storm was seen agwi gathering 'and rolling 
on. The serious command, << re-fcmn square, 
prepare to receive cavalry,^ was promptly and 
accurately obeyed. The whole were prostrate 
on their breasts, to let the iron shower of the 
artillery fly over, and erect in an instant, wfac^ 
the cannon ceased and the cavalry charged.^- 
Their country do not know one-tenth of the 
merit of " the men of Waterloo.'' 

Unable to break in upon the square by open, 
force, a commanding officer of cuirassiers tried 
a ruse-de-guerre ; he lowered his sword to G^ 

• «* Virtue unfortunate, but always respectable." ^' 
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aeral Halket. Several of -Che officers called 
out « Sir, they surrender." — « Be firm and 
fire," was the promptly obe}^ answer. The 
General justly suspected an offer of surrender 
tp a body ai infantry fixed to the spot in a 
defensive position, by a body of cavalry, who 
had the option of gallojnng off, with all the 
plain open behind them. The volley sent the 
colonel and his cuirassiers, as usual, about, 
with a laugh of derision from the men he had 
meant to cut to pieces ; and many a ring from 
their balls, upon the back pieces of the mails. 
This gallant brigade was honoured with se- 
veral visits from the illustrious chief. In one 
he enquired " how they were ?'^ The answer 
was, that two thirds of their number were 
down, and that the rest were so exhausted, 
that leave to retire, even for a short time, was 
most desirable ; some of the foreign corps, who 
had not suffered, to take their place. General 
H. was told that the issue depended on the 
unflinching front of the British troops ; and 
that even a change of place was hazardous in 

F 
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the extreme. He impressively said, "Enough, 
my lord, we stand here till the last man fells*^ 
One anecdote more of this glorious brigade 
^I cannot withhold. I have no apology to make 
for the length of my narrative;.! feel that 
every one who reads of Waterloo, will agree 
with me in opinion, that it 'is impossible to 
dwell too long upon the engrossing theme. 
A' gleam of the gentler afiections is hailed 
with tenfold sympathy, when for a mpm^t it 
gilds an interval of the. empiire oF the sterner 
virtues in the warfior'^s bosom. It is like th^ 
breathing of the softest Hute^^fter the dang of 
a thousand trumpets.; or the^Wny contact 
of the-halcyon^s breast which stillsHbe stormy 
sea*. In the midst of their cbngers, tlus band 
of heroes had their attention called to\t very 
affecting scene of private friendship. Thvo of 
the officers were the more closely attacheUL to 
each other, that they were not on terms of j 
feet good understanding widi the rest of tfl 
mess; owing' to their* having opposed somV 

• Burke, in his bo!d figurative language, compared the 
kinder aflfectioos to *< the soft gteenof the fXivl, on which tfce 
eye loret to repose.** 
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mmogem^nts which it was , expected would 
be. aiteoded wiib some expenoe; and at the 
same time conpealed) mo&t delicately^ the real 
grounds of thgir opposition.to the general 
yoio&y that b^^des their own families, they had 
^acK two sisters to supfiort ; a icobsideration 
wbkh a^^iiredly they could not havep/eaded in 
vain. The similarity of their i circumstances 
most naturally cemented their friendship $ 
^hich wa9 qfute a bye^word in tbe^regiment^ 
After doing tbeur duty calmly through nearly 
the whple of the murderoud day^ they foun<i 
themsehes both/ unhurt at a late hour in the 
ei^ening ; wh^n one oi them playfully called 
to the otber» who stood ut a little distance, <' X 
alwaya. told ydu they never would hit me ; 
they never, did it>in Spain ; and they have 
not ddne it!io*day«^ He .hisul/ hardly spoke, 
when he wiMs^shot.dead onthespot^ ^isfrietId « 
stood for a few momenta motionless ; Hhen 
burst into tears ; fl^w to the body, threw him* ] 
s^lf down beside it, and sobbed over it, inar- 
ticulately repeating several times, << My only 
fdend.'' The officer who rekted the acting 
2 



6"^ 
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story, told me that, so completely did the scene 
overcome every one who witnessed it, there 
was not a dry eye among them. 

There were not wanting some striking in- 
stances of individual heroism at Waterloo. 

General Halket had a brother in the field, 
who was colonel of a Hanoverian corps, or a 
re^ment of the German legion. A triut of 
spirit is related of him which has few exam- 
ples in modern warfare ; and is not exceeded 
by the, far-famed . atchievement of Robert 
JPruce in his short combat with Sir Henry Bo- 
hun, in that memorable battle, which stood 
foremost on history^s brightest page, till Wa- 
terloo was fought A French general was giv- 
ing bis orders with great confidence to a large 
body of troops ; and had oome to dieir front 
unattended. Colonel Halket made a dash at 
him at full gallop ; and, putting a pistol to his 
breast, seized his horse^s reins, and brought 
him off i'rom the very beards of his wonder- 
struck soldiers ! I had the good fortune to 
spend an evening at the Hague with the mo* 
ther and sister of these gallant men ; from 
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wfaom^ it is needless to observe, I heard not 
one word of their deeds ; which were quite 
new to me when I arrived at Brussels. 

I had seen, as formerly mentioned, a young 
officer at Antwerp, who had received twenty- 
four sabre wounds. The 69th, his regiment, 
with another, wa» the square next on the right 
of General Halkef s. In one of their forma- 
tions the Fren<5h cavalry was unfortunately too 
soon up for them, penetrated into the midst of 
them, and almost cut them to pieces. 
• We saw the point where a Belgic corps was 
stationed on the right, where the French call* 
ed out, *« Brave Belgians, come over and join 
your old comrades." It is well known they 
did not comfJy with the invitation. 

We next in our interesting round, arrived 
at the memorable post of Hougomont, forever 
associated with the name of the British foot- 
guards and the warriors of Brunswick. To 
them exclusively belongs the glory of having 
foiled the persevering and desperate attacks of 
at least 30,000 of the enemy ; and they were 
just the first, second, and third regiment of 
3 
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guards, with a detachment of Brunswickers. 
Here again national feelings were not to be 
resisted, Lord Saltoun, Colonels Home and 
McDonnell being of the ** North Countrie," 
a nation (says the sweetest of their bards,) 

« Patient of toil; serene •midst alarms : 
** loflezible in faitb ; invtncibte in arms."' 

We were surprised to find Hougomont* a 
country se^ with gardens neatly laid out in, 
the Dutch taste, and extensive oiSces. A «^all 
wood was on the outside, a sliort distance from 
thehigh garden wall, which is of britk, perfo« 
rated in two tiers for musketry^ and ishatt^ 
ed with the enemy's cannon balls. The light > 
companies of the three regiments of guards 
were stationed in this wood* and were of course 
driven into the house, 

* More correctly Oomont The nninafiortant mistake, 
it is believedy originated in the memorable despatches ^ 
and Tery naturally arose from hearing a rapid pronun- 
ciation of te Ch&teau de Gomont It is destined now t« 
perpetuity. 
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The Frendi officer's «'♦ Relation^ admits that 
the place was not taken ; t^at bis countrymen 
suffered dreadfully in their unavailing at- 
tempts upon it, and at last endeavoured to. 
shell it on fire* This they only partially ef- 
fected ; but they did leave the place a scorch- 
ed and shattered inheritance, first to its brave 
defenders, and ultimately to its proprietor. 

We could not resist picking up some small 
fragments even of the bricks and slates of this 
sacred spot ; and we found some pieces of the 
bombs by which the chief havpc was occasion- 
ed. For some time after the battle, the accu- 
mulation of dead in and around this post pre- 
sented ^rhaps the most shocking spectacle in 
the whole field. When in the garden, where 
fruit-trees and shrubberies seemed as if they 
were blighted, and the neat alleys of holly and 
yew were much torn and deranged, we saw 
the poor gardener, who had remained in his 
garden all the time of the furious storm ; be- 
cause, as he candidly owned, after the battle 
wis begun, he could not venture out of it, 
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He confirmed the fact that the enemy never 
were wkhitf the premises ; if we except ocpak 
sional irruptions into the garden, out of which 
Ibey were as often driven. 

It is said that two ladies, deeply interested 
for some relative, sat in a carriage during the 
greatest part of the action, on tlie great road ; 
certMuly repeatedly under fire. And an old 
woman remained in her cottage almost in the 
midst of the fight ; as she said, to save her 
cows and pigs ! We did not see this heroine. 

The natural idea of the indemnification of 
the owner of Hougomont occurred to us when 
we surveyjed his roofless walls and desolate 
domain. One of the farmers of the field the 
progress of which to harvest had been so tre- 
mendously interrupted, asked i|s whether the 
British government was to pay him for his 
eorn which had been trodden down.^ We told 
liim that the said government has sometimes 
paid much less reasonable costs ; and that he 
should at least make the trial by putting in hi$ 
claim. 
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The wood on the outside had been choaked 
up with the French dead ; and more wreck 
laj here than on any other part of the plain. 

We crossed diagonally to the hovel of Bellfi 
AlUance, a name of superstitious coincidence ; 
on which it is the French custom more than 
ours to lay much stress. Certainly they never 
had three such names as Futntta J[H(moro^ Vit^ 
tortOf and Belk Alliance to boast of I The house 
is of the poorest description ; consisting of two 
roomsi with two smaller back rooms ; a pas- 
sage, and some miserable holes up stairs. There 
are also some ruinous out-houses, and a well 
into which several dead bodies were thrown.. 
On the gabel of the house, the owner ha^ 
painted in very large and rude letters in black 
on a white^wash ground^ << Hotel de la Belk 
AlUanceP 

Our oi&cer assured us^ that Wellington and 
Blucher did not meet in this house, as general* 
ly believed ; but some hundred^ yards further 
o» in the pursuit He had himself seen the 
meeting and the parting of these two great 
m^n, on that never to be forgotten occasion^ 
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It is possible the Duke may have entered the 
house ; and the people sliew a straw Jbottom* 
ed chair on which they say he sat down,— but 
ftt any rate it was the head quarters of Bona- 
parte during the battle. The latter had sup* 
ped in one house, and slept in another, not far 
from Belle Alliance. The first of these houses 
had been unroofed and nearly destroyed, for 
no assignable reason. 

We entered the house, hovel as it was, with 
great respect ; got some refreshment, and 
drank a bumper on the spot to the alliance, A 
party of Brussels inhabitants, whom we had 
often met on the field, were sharing the same 
bread and cheese, and dn du pays. There 
was no resisting a toast for them : <^ Ftbr It 
hraot Prince S Orange^ et les Beiges quise-htit^ 
tirent d sea cSth 8ur ce champ mime*.'*^ 

Their return was, «* Vitete puissant WelHng^ 
tm et ses braves Anglais^ lios meffleurs athisfJ^ 

* " Long live the brave Prince of Orange^ and tlie Bel- 
yianf who fought by his side on this very field." 
f " Long live the powerful Velliogton and his bravo 
"lEngUsh, our best friends." ^ 
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We were w much in the spirit of the mo- 
ment and {dace, as to read while we rested 
both Lord Wellington's and Bonaparte's ac- 
count of the battle, which we had with us ; 
and in the same newspaper there happened to 
be the account of the proceedings of the Edin- 
burgh meeting for the Waterloo subscription. 
The speeiehes of several well known charac- 
ters, and among the rest of Mr. Walter Scott, 
"we read aloud ; and certainly they could not 
have been read on a more appropriate spot. 
One extravagance further, we committed with- 
in the memorable walls of BelU Alliance. The 
passage was white-washed, and many najoaes 
were written upon it ; we quoted the follpwing 
lines from the* Visiop of Dcm Roderick, on the 
very spot of Napoleon^s final defeat and ruin, 
on hisjlrst ixial of strength with << the Wel- 
lington.^ The poet apostrophises Massena ^ 
after the battle of Fuentes d'Honoro, 



. " Ten him Uiy conqueror was Weiliogtoo ; 
*' And if be chafe be fail east fortune trted» 
** God, and our caate, to aid, the Yenture we'll aVide," 
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As we were so far adrancedy we wished. Be- 
fore visiting Bonaparte^s station and returning 
to the position of the left wing» to have one 
glance of the country over which the panio- 
stnick enemy had fled. Nothing meets the 
eye b»t extensive uninclosed corn fields, with 
very little wood ; as if Soigneiiad rendered all 
further plantation in its region unnecessary. 
There could not have be^n a clearer field for 
flight ; and well the advantage was appreciate 
ed by every individual French soldier. It was 
in this quarter the Prussian stragglers wex^ 
most dangerous for several days after the bat- 
tle. 

The officer who was-with us belonged to 
the 83d. His regiment passed close to Bdk 
Alliance on the opposite side of the road ; by 
which means he was witness to what Lord 
Wellington even mU, to Bludier. He saw 
them meet on the road, and walk their horses 
for some hundred yards, in earnest conversa- 
tion ; when Lord Wellington wished the ve- 
t<^ran good night and success in the pursuit; 
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and turned his horse back agun to Waterloo 
to write his important despatches* 

For a great breadth along the road, our 
officer pointed out to us the station of the re- 
serve of the cavahry of the old guard; with 
which a desperate final effort was made to re- 
trieve the battle. The marks of the h^orses 
feet in the deep ground> hardened agun when 
we saw it^ gave us an idea of the immen- 
sitj of the force which had stood there. The 
reserve of the young guard was posted in a 
hollow between Belle Alliance and Mon Plai- 
sir. To the right of the 23d, advanced in the 
pursuit the 52d and 71st regiments. It fell 
to them to meet the young guard. Numbers 
were more than ever out of the question-^pa- 
nic had spread through the vast host of the 
enemy. The two regimrats, weakened as they 
had been, rushed upcmthe guard, and routed 
k in an instant ; the same guard with whose 
spirit and equipment BcHiaparte had so latdy 
. before made all Europe to resound. A most 
admirable manoeuvre was here performed by 
the two victorious regents. They separated, 
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and running on two sides of an oval for a coa-* 
fiiderable way, inet again ; and thus cutoff se- 
veral thousand prisoners. - , 

Returning by Selk JtHdneei we advaneed 
about 150 yards to the rising ground, on the 
left-hand side of the road looking to the Bii- 
lish army, from whieh Napoleon viewed the 
£eld ; and a very ot^lete vienv he bad of it 
He had no soaiFold ejected where he iBAood, 
and cqfUunly never went, after the battle^had 
eoninienced,to the telegraph in the rear, whieh 
waS' at the distance of at least a niile. The 
^ Rdaitmi* says that he was generally dis- 
mounted, walking backwards and forwards in 
his usuid attitude, with his hands behind his 
back, and looking sted&stlyat the conflict 
Lacoste the farmer, or rather proprietor of La 
Sdle AHumee, it is well known, was pinioned, 
«et on horseback, and placed beside the Em- 
peror; very often exp6sedtd fire, and laughed 
at for manifesting very tiatural alfirm ; carried 
off fcA^sonle miles in the ffight, when the Em- 
peror used the freedom to fin'get him ; and ul- 
timately dismissed with Uieb%b re ward for all , 
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he had undergone, of one Napokoh ior^ about - 
itOs. Sterling. We had tte gdod fortune to 
liee this man. By the concurring testimony df 
friends as well as enemies, the greiat Kapoleoti 
forfeited his name on the spot of ground wherfc 
we now stood. ' With all his preterisiOTs tb 
consummate skill, he had but one iadSpUf arid 
that was furious onsetwith overpbwerinjg i^as^ 
ses of force; b system which had in no preyfi^ 
oiis battle, Leipsic excepted*) ever failed him. 
tt^ was well aware of the numerical infenmity 
of the British army, and making every idlow- 
ance for their determined valour, well' known 
but yet untried by him, he concluded conff- 
dently, that as they must remaih on the de- 
fensive, a sufficient quantify of grape sfaot^ 
Vould, in a certain number of hours, entirely 
cut them down. 

Ifis' ignorant surprise has already been men- 
tioned, and pretended joy to see the English 
faced about at all ; his exclamation ^ Ah I I 
have them yet,** evidently shewed that he had 
never fought them before. Lacoste describes 
his agitation as extreme, and his consumption 
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of Miuff inordinate, when die three mighty ar* 
mies whidi he had rolled on to Hougompnt, 
La Raye Sainte, and the Briti&h left, failed to 
produce the result of French onset to which ht 
had been accustomed,«*-Two were defied and 
visited with frightful carnage ; andpne wasali- 
ready recoiUng in confusion ; and they comprise 
ed more than half his vast army. He became 
.cross asid short ia his answers; and furious 
in his commands. He had however no want 
of troops. For six hours more, with his usual 
profligate expence of human life, he varied not 
the mode of attack, but poured his devoted 
.enthusiasts on, though agun and again driven 
.back with immense slaughter. La Haye Sainte 
was taken, half a mile in his front along the 
load. It was of no use but to inclose the cap- 
tors for the well-directed range of the Bri- 
tish howitzers. A message came from the 
general, for orders about that useless post 
which could not be kept because of a battery 
which commanded it \ what would it please his 
Majesty to order him to do? << STm emp<h 
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frr*f wsis the laconic imswer^ and the Empe- 
ror turned his back on the aide-du-camp. 

He could not restrain occasional compli- 
ments ta the British troops.—^' How they 
form,— how they move,— how they do their 
work, — what beautiful troops.^ 
. About this time, nearly four oVlock in the 
afternoon, a British officer was brought into 
his presence a }H'isoner. He was severely 
wounded, but as it is an important rule in 
battle to transmit prisoners of rank to head- 
quarters, he was detained till several questions 
were put to him by the Emperor,, and, as I 
was informed, with great politeness. 

Ist. ^< Is Lord Wellington himself in the 
field?"— J«a. ^^Heis-" 

2d, <« What is the state of the spirits of the 
English troops?"— -ia*. " As determined as 
ever.'* 

3d, " Where are the Prussians?"— ^it**. 
*' It is believed they are at hand."* 

• ** Carry iU'*- 
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Bonaparte was observed to look tfaougbtM. 
He however politely dismissed the officer, to 
have his wounds taken care of. 

The British keeping their defensive posi- 
tion, the entire French army, as the assailants, . 
naturally found themselves very considerably 
advanced on the jdain ; an advance which 
Bonaparte falsely called occupying the British 
tine. This very advance was their ruin. The 
artillery now played from their higher ground 
upon the whole French army ^.with the exception 
of the reserve of the guard, old and young; 
and every opportunity of attack was seized by 
the British, both infantry and cavalry. << The 
combat deepened," and fresh spirits rushed' 
« to glory or the grave." It was the tug of 
battle : The impetuosity, the high spirit, the 
«« stern joy," of first onset was gone by ; now 
was come tlie murderous strain of the mighty 
armies, the poise and balance of the day. 

" The aflTair is kept up," f9€ soutient) saya 
The " ijetoton,''— << not a foot on either side 
<< U . yielded ; new columns advance ; charge* 
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^< are renewed ; three times the position is on 
<' the point of being forced ; and three times^ 
** after prodigies of valour, the French are 
•< stopped short" 

Nothing can be more descriptive thanmrhat 
follows of the re-action, the languor, which 
succeed over-excitement; the depression of 
baulked enthusiasm. 
. «< Hesifcition appeared in the French army» 
*^ and marked uneasiness (de vit?e8 inquietudes.} 
<< Some dismounted batteries retire, multi- 
<<'tudes of Wounded separate from the oo-> 
*^ lutnns, and spread alarm for the issue of 
<< battle. Profound silence had succeeded to 
<( the acclamationft and cries of j6y of the dol- 
<< diers, sure of being led to victory. At the 
<« moment all the troops, with the exception 
<< of the infantry of the guard, were engaged 
<< and exposed to a fire the most murderous^ 
** Theactioncontinuedwiththe same violence,' 
<* but led to no result. ' • ^- 

^ It tdas neOf seveH o^olb^k, Bonapavte, who 
<* till that nfoment had remained on the ridge 
^< which he bad choseny and from which he 
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<< saw well all that passed, contemplated witiv 
<^ a look of ferocity, the hideous prospect of 
<^ so frightful a butchery. The more the ob- 
<^ stacles multiplied, the more he became ob-^ 
<< stinate. He was indigDant at the unfore- 
<< seen difficulties; and^ far from having feav«^> 
*^ to devote an army, whose confidence in him 
<< had no bounds, he persevered in sending on 
<^ fresh troops, with orders to march forward, 
*^ to charge with the bayonet, to sweep away. 
^f Several times he was told from different 
<< points, that the affair was against him, that 
« the troops appeared to be sbakeo i * en avantyr 
** r/pcmdtt-t/, * en avant*.'^ 

Another British officer was brought prison- 
er at this rare juncture; and witnessed the 
unexpected demeanour of this hitherto ido> 
lized man, in the presence of an enemy so new 
to him. He raved and stormed, and, regard-^ 
less of witnesses^ threw away in a moment the 
character founded on fifteen years of miracles. 
How proud must have been the feelings of a 

• " Forward,** he leplied, «* ftwwaid.?' 
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British officer, to hear the answer given to the 
general whoksak commands, to deetroi/ and 
ireak and sweep away the English. << «S'tre, 
U est impossible.'^ Yet at that very moment 
Bonaparte was sending offestaffettes with des* 
patches, proclaiming success ; and, true to the 
laat gasp of his political existence, to that lying 
policy which has itself roused the vengeance 6f 
tknited Europe, be repeated several times, 
^* avec distraction,'*^ when one courier was just 
departing, <« Qu^UfCoublie pas de dire par-tout 
^ue ta vietoire est i mof^.^ Several officers near 
him expressed their wonder, by saying, « II a 
perdu la t fcf.'* 

How different this melancholy scene of the 
fury of disappointed oppression, from the cdm 
which be pretended at Jena ! when, on a safe 
eminence, far above the passions of the war 
below, and its vulgar risks, he played the un- 
jruffled god, and annihilated columns of the 



• " Let him not forget to 3ay every where, that the victory 
is mi DC." 
t" He has lost liis head."' 
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'enemy by waging hi^ batpn ! It is idde0d. lime 
that this nHinuQery^ thin serenity of trimoo- 
phant profligacy, should ^be ea^tosed jii aU . it^ 
bQUow,worthka$Qe9s,aiid:naked definHsity* 
. The.Pru9m))»appeftrod.TP-From tbeground 
•on which; We stood, the wood seenied about 
ihre^ miles off, from ?ftluch.they begwt to de- 
bouch^ about s^veu o^dbck inl the evenmg. 
XAcoste witnessed, the infonnation repeatedly 
brought to. Bonaparte, and heaid bis p»se^ - 
vering assertion, that it was thp eorps of Marr 
•shal Grouchy; Thii, bower^,^ was not lus 
xeal belief; f<H*, instead of waiting for it» he 
immediately resolved to throw his last stakes 
before the.p^ible Prussians, might arrive. 
The old.and middle gi^ard w^re now ordered 
forward, as the last, column of attack. It was 
led by Ney, as he himself Daitates^ in mourn- 
ful silence, to make a last desperate effort on 
the British centre and left : he well knowing 
all the time that the battle was already lost 
and could not be retrieved by a mere reserve, 
if the whole army had failed to make any im- 
pression on the British position. 
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' The Picton warriors, with the gallant Kempt 
kt their heidd,— for Pictpn .was ho mixe^-^yfrere 
to meet and oonfound thia last effort of ragje 
and despair. 

We left the station of Bonaparte, and in 
imagination, as we proceeded j attended thie 
sullen inarch of this column to the point <^ 
its destined defeat. The whole French army- 
had been premoniriied df the movement, ah^ 
new and dfesperate efforts were oalled for. 
All ieyes were fisced t)n the old guard, which 
had never before fiiiled. New efforts were 
made, in a sui^rising degree, by this inflam- 
mable volatile soldiery. . The flame of honour 
burned, however, much more steadily in the 
British army. Great efforts in their enemies, 
as usual, produced still greater in them ; aUjl 
not an inch of ground was gained by the as- 
sailants. The track over which the guard 
moved, and over which they fled, was still, 
when we passed it, covered by thcdr spoil, and 
marked by horses^ feet, cannon wheels, and 
the deeper furrows of balls and bombs. Pon- 
sonby fell here. 
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As usual, the artillery of the ^uard poured 
its iron shower, and the cavalry followed with 
its desperate charge. It is iii vain for Bo- 
naparte to say, that his old guard was not 
beaten, or that the cry to which he attributes 
his defeat, << the old gOard is driven back,^ 
was not true. The bold movement of Picton, 
with his favourite Highlanders, was tried by 
bis successor ; and the boasted cavalry of the 
old imperial guard was charged and routed 
by the Scottish bayonet ! We stood with ex- 
quisite national feelings here. From this point, 
commenced that final and fatal rebound of the 
enemy, which determined Lord Weilington to 
give the order for a general attack by the 
whole British army. The in&ntry of Eempt^s 
dividon rushed down the slope, in pursuit of 
their advantage. An immense mass of the 
grenadiers of the guard stood yet unbroken in 
their front. The Greys once more appeared ; 
and, impatient to support their countrymen, 
leapt their horses through the hedge, and hard- 
ly waiting to form, galloped down into the 
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middle of the Highlanders, cheering, ^^ Scotland 
Jin- ever /" The watch-word excited a phren^y 
of ardour, and the old guard were scattered be- 
fore them. Ney, by his own account, dismount* 
ed, fled on foot, from what he calls «< that ter- 
rible battle," and, unfortunately for himself, 
escaped ; while, hi glorious contrast, Ficton 
was borne lifeless from the field. Like Poo- 
sonby, he fell in advance of the position^ and . 

** With his back to the ground, and his feet to the foe, 

** X.eaving in battle no blot on his name, . 

" Look'd proudly to heor'n, from the death^bed of fame." 

A thousand French dead, alone, lay on this 
apot ; even yet it exiiibited holsters, (one we 
•observed which had been filled with blood,) 
standard holders, pieces of bridles^ straps, 
girths, &c. all denoting a tremendoui^ conflict 
of cavalry ; and the ground seemed quite cut 
to pieces with marks of the struggling exer-' 
tions of horses^ feet. The well-known caps 
of the grenadiers of the French guard, lay 
yet in considerable numbers; with rags of 
their uniforms. Some more affecting remains 
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irere akodieire^ pieoes of tartan and of oa« 
trkh fieather^i the plaids and plumes of Scot* 
land ♦. 

A loud isheer^ ire were informed by onr o& 
fieer, now ran along the whole British line. 
'He was much stfoek by observing the sun 
«hine out at that moment, after having been 
some hours under cloud ? In an instant, the 
whole was on the forward more. The British 
foot guards had destroyed a column of the old 
guard, in thehr own front, near Hougomont« 
The enemy were already in irretrievable rout 
The feeble attempt, made in despair, by Bona- 

> 
♦ Ib addiikkm to MattbAl Bladier^ tettimonf in hit det. 
patch, that the old guard ** were baffled by the intreptdily 
of the Scottish regimentft,*' it was most flattering to hear 
the truth of this almost miracaloos coudact of our country* 
fteii, eoDfirmed by the fkrevailing bettef both in Paris knd 
09 the road to i^ in conteqacnee of whai was toM by tke 
French soldiurs themselves, that it was Hie Soetch troo|fs 
who chiefly occasioned the loss of the battle, by defeating 
the old guard. The impression they have made in Paris 
itself, fetfy jastifies the biffief on the subject. TarUn is 
a prerailmg fiisbioa widi Hkt ladies | and tfae full garb b 
employed as ao attraction by wa>-work exbihkijn* I saw 
it likewise iatrodttced on the atage with great applause. 
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paite With tbe young guand, is not wortli meok 
ticmiog: Tbe <^ RelaJtrnT 8i^% Ihc^ tamed 
with the torreDt 

Th^ amcWties of the BiBtidh chief wen n^m 
over. Thej had been almost too mudi to be 
borne. Often, it is said, he bad pnjed in 
agonyj Ibr the Prusaans or die night t When 
-their guns ccMntnenced^ it is described foy o&. 
;oers who beard it, as soaaetlung like 9^jfdl of 
raptut^ with which he exekiaied^ ^« There 
goes old Bhidier at kst,^ and btirst into tears. 
Fifteen thousand ofhis friends Jay cm the field 
around him ; and before hitn was the spectacle 
of bis powerftil enemy, who bad been with*- 
in a hair^s breadfh of destroying bim, in full' 
rout and ruin, — and the world delivered !— 
The momfent was too overpowering,; the feel- 
ing too big for any heart to contain. In an 
instant Napoleon and France were levelled 
in the dust. Marengo, Austerlitz, Jena, 
Friedland, Wagram, ** fell like stars from 
the firmament cast." — <' The star of Peacci^ 
arose—Its enemies were a mass of panic and 
impotency— « The meteor flag of England"* 
.2 ' 
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^uraed terrific, and consigned to insulted i»- 
jured Prussia, a ripened harvest of rev^^.> 
The mind has scarcely buoyancy suffident 
to allot to Great Britain a pinnacle of gk>ry 
'high enough for this crisis. The account is 
too complex, as well as too 'vast, to allow at 
one grasp a view of all its elements. One 
feature of the wondrous pieturcv is in promi^ 
nent and brilliant l%ht— -the matchless firm- 
ness of five-and-twenty years, the patient en- 
durance, the unswerving determination, of a 
Searless people,' brought to one irresistible 
point, concentrate into one blaze at Water* 
Ido, to which Eternal Justice denied not the 
victory.— What would the poet now have 
said— -he who knew his country's faults, yet 
" loved her still," because he felt her vir- 
tues—if he pitched so high a note to her 
constancy, when she had to bear up against 
the jealousy and hostility of the whole worlds 
instead of engrossing, as she now does, its 
gratitude and admiratio n ■ 



)igitizecl by V^OOQlC 



VISIT Ta T»E JflESJB. 19S 



«<0 £ng1aDd,Jt1ion art a devoted deer, 
^ Beset by every ill but that of fear* . :] . 

" The natiotis hunt, all mark thee for a prey, 
I **^They swarm around thee, but thou stand*st at bay ; 
'* Undaunted still, tho' wearied and perplexed, 
<^Oiice Chatham Bared tfaeei Who shall save thee viexiV^ ' 

In the evening of the battle, a noble proof 
ooeurred of the generous candour of the 
brave Prussijins themselves on the question 
of British ascendancy. A corps of Prussian 
cavalry, called the black hussars, came first 
into junction iwith the British. When they 
reached the great road, a regiment of British 
light dragoons was passing, in the pursuit. The 
Prussians instantly halted and formed line, on 
the side of the road, to give t^e British the 
lead ; and> as the latter passed to take the 
oompliment, the Prussian trumpets, sounded 
^^iGodsoDc the Kmg^ with loud huzssas ! There 
are some junctures in human afiairs, which are 
almost too much for the feelings. 

We saw the extreme left ; the weU defend* 
ed post of the brave men, who bad >^ whetted 
3 
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their swords on Brunswick's tomb.** Their 
conduct in the battle w«s not surpassed evea 
by that of the British. They had lost their 
gallant Prince two days before; and moiurning^ 
^hich their uniform is, stUI worn for the aged 
Duke who died of bis wounds and a brok^i' 
heart after the diay of Jena, well became the 
double vengeance ^hich was claimed f^onv 
them qX Waterloo; and bonoarably they peud 
the debt*. 

There is no better witness to the entire rout 
of the French army than the author of *« Tbe^ 
J?eAihbn/'-^" The army now quit spontane- 
'< ous]y and at the same instant its ground^ 
'^ and scatter like a torrent ;. the eannoneera 
<' abandon their guns, the soldicn^s of the tcaxn 
<^ cut the traces of their horses, the infantry,. 
^ the cavalry, all the arms are ^mingled and 
<< confounded, presenting now only an an>* 
^formed mass, ivhieb nothing could arrest,^ 

* A detaehnMDt from a corps of theie brave men, in tbe 
ri'sht wing, ahared tbe glory of Hov^Biont with the Guartls. 
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<^ and which was intent' on saving itbelf by the 
<^ road and across the fields. A vast number 
^^ of carriages in park along the sides of the 
<< roady followed the movement with preoijHta- 
<< tion, crowded to the road, and encumbered 
^* it to such a degree, that not a wheel could 
" move. 

'* No point of direction had been given, and 
** no word of command could now be heard* 
^ The generals, and other chiefs/ lost in the 
" crowd) and carried along with it, were -se* 
*• parated from their troops. There was no 
** longer a single battalion' to rally upon ; and 
" since nothing had been provided to insure a 
^ reasonable retreat, how was it possible to re- 
*^ sist a derout so complete, of which no idea 
" could have been formed, and which was tUl 
^ then unheard of in the French army, already 
" visited by so many disasters. 

'^ The guard, tliat immoveable phalanx, 
^^ which in the greateslj catastrophes had been 
*^ the rallying point of the army, and its ram- 
<< part ; the guard,, in fine, the terror of the 
^ enemy, was overthrown (ferrawee,) and fled 
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^* dispersed with the multitude ! Every one 

^< saved himself as he best could » (au hazard) 

« &c. ^ 

The Frenchman's account of the spirit of 

the pursuit is equally picturesque. 

But where was Napoleon ? Reports were 
^ various in the flying army about him, that iie 
had fallen — that he was taken. He was neither 
the one nor the other. Lacoste first gives evi- 
dence on the subject, and it is impossible to 
imagine more damning testimony against the 
Emperor. He repeated several times in great 
agitation, '' We must save ourselves.'*^ — " How 
terrible these grey horses are.*** — <* We mus^ 
save ourselves,"^ The man who had squandered 
the lives of millions, and wrung tears from 
every eye on the Continentof Europe ; " who 
never had pity on any one,** " nor looked on 
what be trode.*" 

How did Frederick of Prussia act in cir- 
cumstances .quite as desperate ! Ever great- 
est in adversity, most formidable in despairs- 
he retrieved the battle. Instead of " we must 
save ourselvei^ ^ he galloped to a small but 
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firm body of bis guards, the only remnant of 
the field, and calmly asked them, ** My friends, 
when do you mean to die ?"— « Now !^ was 
the electric answer.—" Then follow me* !** 

Napoleon availed himself of the darkness 
and the crowd, and sneaked away. It was 
bad taste in the recent conqueror of the world. 
It would have been quite suitable in a pick- 
pocket ; but it woefully misbecame an Empe- 
ror. The Grg^ should have been Napoleon's 
last resource ; a death like Argentine's, if not 
a cast like Frederick's. He was soon recog- 
nised in the crowd, according to " The Rela^ 
tion^ and sadly disquieted to hear " VEmpe^ 
reur^ He was known by his gr«iy capote^ or 
great-coat, and his dappled horse, (chepal pom-' 
mde,) This did not suit his pryet of saving 
himself, and he went from one crowd to an- 
other, repeatedly recognised, to his great in- 
convenience. The question of his poor dispo- 
sitiom to cUng to life, however degraded, is (;er- 



* 1 was told this tioguUr anecdote by a Prussian officer in 
Paris. 
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tainly now at rest. The man who-, when the 
lives of idhers were concenied, eottld only ciy, 
** en avant^ en anant^ yf\^n his men came to 
be in question, ebanged hn note to ^ we must 
save ourselves !*• Napoleon himself then, is 
the only person in his army ewi^kted of having 
cried *' aawse qui peut^ a 'charge he brings- 
against the army which he sacrificed ; but 
which is indign«itly repelled by Marshal Noy, 
in his justification. The degraded Emperor 
was received kito PhilipviUe,- after having- 
been subjected to the most mortifyii^ v^& 
cation at the gate. The report having spread* 
diat he was in the town, a number of his eioen 
yet attached soldiers, collected on the outside 
of the walls, to shed their Mood for him. Thi^ 
was most inexpedient, for it involved the pos- 
sible shedding of his own. It was urgent to 
get quit of these troublesome devotees, whose 
iiJttP€fupemei/U would assuredly bringthe enemy. 
The great Napoleon managed that, by order- 
ing a cry to be raised, of which he had seen 
the effect in Russia, *< VaSi ha Coaaques i ttte^ 
vite^ voiU les Casaqiies r This interesting ma- 
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ticeuvre was completely successful. Tbe Em- 
]peaN3T got safe out of tbe town ; but was most 
unlucky in being again recognised as he pass* 
ed Rocroi, with that, to him, most offensive cry 
of ^< mve VElfrnpereur ;** notwithstanding of 
which, he arrived safe and sound, (plein de vie 
H de aaniiy) among the inhabitants of his good 
dty of Piuris. << O homte etemeUe ! (says the 
author of Tbe Relation^) comment pemdre tin- 
Ogiuaum dorU iU durent »re peneiresT 

It is high time that mankind shouU have 
done- with conquerors, and conquerors like 
Bonaparte. 

He IS reported to have sttd in his affiected 
oracular manner, on landing from Elba at 
Frejus, << VoUd k eongres dUeoHsfy And now 
diat we have seen the annibSaticRi of the lust 
reuHons of the hovdes which have so long sua- 
tmned him and his system; and the rms dx«p 
for ever from Ms hands, palsied by ihe j«dge« 



* ** O eternal disgrace ! how is it pofsible to depict theia- 
fygnation they must have felt.*' 
t " Behold the Coogress dissoWed.'* 
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ment of Heaven ; we may say with Megret, 
whea he heard of the death of Charles XII. 
by a cannon ball at Frederickstadt, ^^ VoUi la 

I found myself on the field, nearly half an 
hour after the rest of our party, with imagi- 
nation even yet unsatisfied, and associations 
^ active as ever. I was now alone on the si- 
lent scene; with a distant view of some poor 
peasant still patiently plyingthe trade of relick- 
hunting. It was the grave of 20,000 men, 
who little more than a month before, had de- . 
scended into the magnificent arena, full of life 
and hope. It is impossible to describe tbe^sort 
of feeling resulting from the idea of .the vast 
oharnel house around. 

' All about lay the melancholy remains of the 
dothes, accoutrements, lMX)ks, and letters of 
the dead. The two last, after the interment, 
were spv^ over the field, like the rubbish of 
a stationer's shopf . 

* '< Behold the play at an end.** 

f A gentleman in Brussels shewed me an interesting relick 
of this sort of^poil^ found on the spot now described ; a coarse* 
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With a conjecture i^ to the spot where 
Lord Wellington took refuge in a square iix 
a considerable time, with the French cuiras- 
siers on the outside, I left; the field ; prouder 
Qi the name of Briton, than in any moment 
of seli-gratulation on the same score during 
my life. 

.. On joining my friends, I found that one of 
them had bought a cuirass, and brace of beau- 
tiful pistols of very considerable value, which 
last the poor woman who sold them had found 
in the cloak-case of a French general. She 
paid a compliment to England, the sincerity 
of which she proved by the act with which it 
was accompanied. We happened to have on- 
ly guineas to pay the purchase. When she 
. saw the coins she refused them ; not because 
she thought them bad money, but because she 
had never seen them before. We assured her 
that in Brussels , she could, at the time, ex- 
change them for twenty-six francs each. She 



ly printed copy of Scotdi lODgs, and some leavei of a pocket 
bible. 
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still hesitated, and urged her poverty if we 
should deceive her All at onoe however she 
took the money, adding, << Eh Men / Vuus He*- 
Anglais, el tea Anglais ne trompent jamais^ J^ 

For a nation of which such an impressioiv 
prevnied so imiversidly as to have reached » 
poor Bel^c peasant, was reserved^, in the jus- 
tification of the ways of heaven to man, the 
tictory of Waterloo. 

• ** Well \ Voa are English, and the English never d«» 
ceivr,^ 
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^V^HVN detailiii^«smpite8 of the firmness of 
the Briti^ troops through die whole of the dBj 
of Waterloo, I purposely postponed some rew 
flections which at the tnne fbroibly presented 
themselves ; that neither description nor nMv. 
rative might suffer by interruption. 

The author of •« the Character of the St^ 
ropean anmes^^ as formerly stated, fpv&k to 
the British the credit of being the moat kitve* 
pid people iji EuN^ it is a higher fieelilig 
than national vanity whic^ prompts me to i^ 
ply this <^inien hy assortkig, that no natM 
in Europe would have trtuiiqihed, tb th$ «tfw 
cumtanoesy at Waterloo^ but the BritUi ; oefw* 
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tainly the French least of any ; supposing them 
exactly situated as the British were, on the de- 
fensive, with the same numbers and mixture 
of force, and subjected to attacks of the same 
violence and reiteration. They have not the 
steady principle. Their leaders know well, 
that to wait attack with them is always unsafe 
and generally fatal. To the niomentum of 
their enthusiasm motion is necessary ; the ex- 
citement, the abandon of forward overwhelm- 
ing attacks Ain artificial stimulus pf shoutiK 
and acclamations, corner them; and there fol- 
lows a descent to a very ordinary ; character 
when the exdtement fails^ or the impetus is^ 
jarred or curtailed of its full swing by resist- 
ance. It is a hopeless* expedient in such a 
crisis, to draw the en^e back, to be wound 
up and let off again ; fgr it will always return, 
with decreasing force. 

■ ■. The British character,^ on the other hand,- 
is intrinsically strong; it is self-contained, it^ 
needs no external impulse ; it is. therefore as 
powerful in (ie^ence as in assault. This differ- 
ence, strongly marked throughout the pe- 
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BiDsular war, was never more striking tban at^ 
Waterloo. When the French were attacked^. 
they were broken, and fled from the same ene- 
my which had withstood their utmost efforts- 
for ten hours. 

It is impossible to imagine amore impress, 
sive {»cture than the British soldiery present^* 
of the exalted moral of a high-minded culti* 
vated people ; of a people whose multifarious; 
cp^stem, civil and military^ is invigorated by, 
manly energy, and founded in good sense and. 
honourable feeling ; who exhibit a magnifi- 
cent result of the progressive improvement of. 
centuries, without one retrograde step ; ih 
whose undertakings in short, individual or na-. 
tional, failure must nci be. The soldier of such 
a country must be invincible. His energy is^ 
just a portion directed to his own vocaticm of. 
the steady enteiprise which is found in every, 
other. If his enemy makes great efforts, he- 
must just make greater, 

" His spirit rising ag bis toils increased' 
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<^ He mat itoC be beeUenJ" He is irt the same 
time perfectlj assured that, itt the battle, the 
same determination actuates his right and left* 
hand neighbours; he can rely upon them as 
long as they keep .their recollection and th^ 
feet ; and in aid of all, comes the conclusion 
of his ^x)oIer moments, that fiimness is his 
only safety ; that flight is almost certain des- 
truction ; that it is much wisei^ to drive eit 
the danger than to turn a defenceless back 
upon it 

Yet this compound of feeling and reasonii^ 
belongs to a people of a ver^ superior order 
alone. It is principle and good sense ; totally 
dUPerent from t-he habit, the superstition, or 
the attachment, which rivets the Russian, in 
a state of comparative insensibility or passive 
endurance, to the spot allotted him ; and brave 
and spirited as are the Prussian and the Aus- 
trian, itis but lately thatthey have been brought, 
to the practical conclusion that it is really pos« 
sible to make head against Frenchmen : a 
«pel], thaukheaveUj now broken for ever. But 
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stt no tine of the long war HA the British sol- 
dier, more than the Britieh eaikir, heeitate an 
instSBt ; and aidioagh the ihi|ghty sjgtem of 
Franoe often obliged him to retreat before her- 
overwhdming power^ be never mducjlyfiu^ 
in vain. 

It is a salntary truAt fbr the benefit of ages 
jet to come, that the French least, of any peo- 
ple- posaew t\m reepeotable ^teadinees. De- 
fending fbrtillcations is not here in question ^ 
but in die fair onset of the open 6eld, thej 
have cJwfys ied from a sjnrited and deteraua- 
ed attack, when their ^lemies were at all in 
numbers appeoaobing to their own. Fromi 
Maida to Waterloo, there has not been one^ 
example of their reputing it. They have made 
no figure aince the snows of Russia brought 
their armies down to the number of their ene* 
mies. The overpowering force of their pre- 
vious campaigns always gave them the ohc»ce 
of being the irasailants. In Spain they were 
confounded wkh the Matka at Salamanca and 
Vittoria. If there were no other solution, the 
contrasted character of the British and French 
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anniefi would at oncedetenQine.on which sid^ 
ifl the great, .the good, the justcaase. Which^ 
army-rushed with profligate fmtcity to destroy ^ 
— >which stood with unshaken constancy to pre^ 
serve the peace of the world. Further compa- 
rison would be a waste of words,— -one hour of 
t«be virtue of Waterloo is sufficient to eclipse 
twenty noisy years of Fjrench triumph ; ta 
turn their ^ory4nto a term of ridicule; and 
to veil all the pillars and arches of victory with 
which they ever deluded themselves or insults 
ed the world. 

Without refusing to the brave Prussians' 
any part pf the high credit due to the service, 
which their exertions at Waterloo have ren- 
V dered to mankind, we may, without vain glo* 
ry, rejoice that the power of Britmn, stngk" 
handed, has been so satisfactorily displayed. 

It is of vital consequence to the European' 
cause, that the fact should be universally ad^ 
mitted, that England, with hardly one fifths 
part of her regular force, was strong enough* 
ehne to baffle, and — when morally more than 
physically aided by the presence of a very U« 
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mited allied fmt^e-— to defeat the finest arm j 
of France*. The revivmg presumption of the 

-'French would have been in the predise pro*. 

^rtion of the iamount of the force which was 
necessary to put them down ; and it would 
have be^ much less favourable for the cause 
of mankind if the grand victory had be^n gain- 
ed by the whok mdUwn of the enemies of France, 
vrhich have at last poured into h^ bosom ; as 
she would thereby have been left in the belief 
that she would not have been, and therefore 
never would again be bumbled, without the as- 
semblage and co-operation of the whole world 
agunstlier. ^ 

' It is the finest feature of the victory d£ 
Waterloo,' that the future security of Europe 
is now advanced incalculably, from where it 
was left last year by the combinations of Leip- 
sic. If a single power has^ withstood the ut- 
most efforts of France, that power itself will 
in future go far to keep her in check. To none 

* It ii usual for the Parisians to tell the Prussians, whoa 
they dare use the freedom, that they only picked up the game 
w\)ich the Kngtish killed. 
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of tbe iK>wev» wafiit of move red ^odsequeaoc 
that this fortune should |aU, than to Great 
Britain^ the neirast md Inost iustive Jiei^bour 
of Ffanoe. Tbe blood wbidi it has cosfc^'-^ 
Uood which has not sunk into the barren mad 
— inig^t h«ve been poured out kaspvofusely, 
bad the Prussian anqiy come up id the moni^ 
ingi rather than in die evening ; but the mo» 
ral effect im ifien's estimates of tbe xvsult^ and 
especially on the Frendi. thtaiselves» would 
have been immeasurably less favourable to the 
futmrc equilibrium) and coilaeq^ent peaoe of 
Eun^pe. 

It is very commonly said and believod^ 
Chat had Bonaparte directed his whole force 
against the Duke of Wellington firsts he 
would have desti^oyed fahn ; iwd the omission 
of this is charged agadnst him by Marshal Ney^ 
p& his grand ^rror. No doubt, 150,000 men 
would have borne very hard on 30^000, with 
their i^wly rused auxiltiories; attacked too be« 
fore they were concentrated. But this is alto- 
gether an unfair manner of comparing the sol- 
diers of Great Britain and France. If we tabe 
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the battle of Waterloo as it vA% there occurs 

a mudi faire r '■■■ 

Suppose firsts That tJie 80,0a0 men under 
Ijord WeUingtan's oammand, had been all 
British : the Frenoh still 130,000^'-*^ 

Suppose seooltd. That our army had be^ 
130,000 : equal numerically to the French ; 
and all Brititl i ' ■ ■ " 

Suppose thiid, Tbat the Fveneh bad just 
exchanged relative sknationa wilii the Brrttsh, 
and with 30^000 Ftencfa and 60,000 foreign^ 
erSy it had bcenlAeir task to make head against 
130,000 ail BrUiMki-^lt is asked what would 
have been the progresuve saving of time to 
the British army, on the 18Ui of June, in 
^ these three cases respectively P 

EKcqpt when drimni to it^ as I sometimes 
found myself during my visit to Paris, the 
abov« were not supposition^ which, in civility, 
I oottUielBfer for the rumination of Frenchmen 
mth whom I conversed. 1 kept them, how« 
ever, as a never-iailing reserve to abric^ dis- 
cussions of this kind, when, without being 
[ sought by me, ibey came in my way. But 
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they must not be forgotten, ^dier on the Con^ 
tinent or at home, in estimftting the tictory erf* 
Waterloo; &r they. aire just the conttderatxons 
whioh confer upon that victory its fidl eSfect 
on the future security of the wotld ; and ^ J^- 
liori when it is ocmsidered, that by directing 
her well-awakened. attention to that branch <^ 
her power, there is nothing to prevent Eng- 
land, if unfortunately Ae shall be called upon 
to go to war.fagain, to produce ah army on the 
Continent, of at least 100,000 men all Bri- 
tish ; a forcei we are well entitled to oondude, 
strong enough for any purpose whatever. 
, Mor^l reflections on the Grand Interposition 
of Waterloo, are. for . ever confficting in the 
mind, and injuring its power of discriminate 
and satis&ctoiy consideration. The thought 
by far the most prominent, is the speed of the 
' course which has been run— « the fell swoop"* 
which in an instant, like the. judgments of 
heaven when punishing by miracle, has made 
sudi an enemy to vanish, and wrought such a 
change in the face of human affairs. What 
has^ been effect^ ? A few. short days before 
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Eufope entire was dazzled with the spec- 
tacle of the tfavone of Napoleon Bonaparte 
^igain erected, as if by enchantment, more 
> 'towering than ever.^ The ascent crowded 
with the princes of his dynasty, and captains 
of his host; that host in countless numbers' 
encircling its chief, enthusiastic in his cause 
to desperation and phrenzy, and conducting 
the electrical ardour to sympathising, ap- 
j/Iauding, undoubting millions around. Ar-. 
mies on armies rdling on to the teene ; and 
oaths and shouts, from a people whose power 
had often shaken Europe to its extremes, as- 
toundii^ the world, and making the stoutest 
hearts to fear for the issue of the conflict about 
to be renewed. 

A few m(»ntots before, and language had 
not termsof sufficient confidence, defiance and 
vengeance—-'^ We shall not soon hear again 
of the Prussians, and as for the English, we 
shall now see what will become of them. The 
Einperoris here*." 

* French letters form the field, immediately before the 
battle. 

H 
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Where is the Eisfiettor WW ! Where hi. ^ 
vanf^hMy ainBfjr f Wheoe i» iW b^anciful, the 
invhidlile, tin aMred Fcaftcei Never w£^ 
•there so shovt m time between the bighest pre- 
Bumptioft and the lowest pioslratiaa; between 
an attitude which was; this lerrcvr, and a ho- 
miMation which i& the bgre-wcod of BBtions. It 
is BO vam g^ovy when £ng)a»4 wb^dealttb^ 
blow, eacults; as would have hem the shout 
of Fran^ had the Tictorj been herSb It is 
natrimoph oirev an, unfortunate and irirlttMs 
people^ S^hntdbifjmces beeauae^ s^iund priii- 
rijple i& T^ndkated^ and' the times ifstcved 
when^ Justice has agmi scmeiclianae ef i«^i«|g 
her vMoe heavdi ia dae wovUL 

Last of all, has England wkb one blow^ 
IsfniMJbed horn his. pboade the almost dei- 
fied eaptaio of the long hrviwihle aMkry of 
Fian^ ; and ibioed hui^ witb ftsni^of sen- 
timent about Tfaeimstocles in. his mouth, to 
bow 'his head to her gvandeur, and mendi- 
cate his life from her mercy ! Nb part of the 
dewmemeni of the wondrous drama has mo/e 
astonished the French people, and exalted 
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IBogknd in tkeir eyes, than that charm of 
hers, thait spell of her power, whidi has dra«rn 
the god of their senses and ima^nations, their 
Binperor, by something like supernatural fas- 
cination and fatality, absolutely into her own 
bands, to fix his destiny for ever. 

Had all been reversed,'— bad France over. 
wbdmed England, language is in vain search- 
ed for ft term toqtialify the injury $uch a me- 
lancholy event would h^ve i»rodueed to the 
great cause of humanity. The thought can- 
not be endured for a moment? — the victory 
of France over England !-^tbe triumph once 
more^and the reign for generations, of profli- 
gacy and cruelty, gilded over by fine senti- 
ment, arrayed in the words, without the mean** 
ing of most exalted virtue : while honour and 
principle, driv€»toa doubtful, at least permfrt 
nent struggle fer their own existence, were 
losing rank and estimation every hour among 
mankind ! No interposition of the God of bat^ 
ties could have bestowed such a^ft on huma- 
nity as the reunion of power with right ; thd 
heart»reviving combination of realmilitaryand 
2 
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national glory with the Jess ostentatious but 
more substantiai virtues which morals and re- 
ligion recommend ; and which have shewn that 
they can neither be talked, nor laughed, Bbr 
fought out of fashion: a combination from 
which France herself, as most ^he needs, will 
yet most benefit, when the ruffian violence, 
the knavery, and the pretension of her Bev^ 
lution are remembered , only as a dreadful 
warning to mankind. 



NOTE. 



fbe conjecture hftsarded in the ^rst chapter, as to the 
probable motive of the attachment which the wounded.Frencb 
scMdiers in the hospital at Antwerp manifested for their Em- 
perur, has not passed without animadversion. It has been 
considered as illiberally denying to an enemy an exalted or 
even respectable motive for sentiments and actions abstract- 
edly most heroic. I trust that a few words on this really im* 
portant subject will not be considered as impertinent I can 
scarcely accuse myself of ccridly estimating disinterested he- 
roism, and I feel that were I to find it in an enemy, I should 
only love it the more. One well-authenticated instance oC 
true greatness of mind in a single individual of the millions 



d by Google 



KOTB. 149 

of Boldien whom the French Revolution hts bred, demonl- 
ued, and devoted, wduld be a refresbmeDt, like an oatit 
in the desert. There may no doubt have occarred many 
lor the gratification of others mote fortunate than I have . 
been in this particular I am giving no opinion of the' 
French nation at large ; beiiig quite willing to judge of them 
by many Individuals of real worth and feeling, whom I have 
the happiness to know ; but assuredly these were not in any 
way connected with the army. &2f, I will ventre to say» 
is the real idol of revolutionized Frenchmen. The truth 
forced itself uppn my observation at every turn, when view- 
ing closely that dangerous class of the French natiOB. - An . 
enumeration of the occasions were here out of place ; but 
from a number to which I could appeal, I shall select ons 
incident; and if my readers can imagine the hero of it shout* 
ing his Emperor's name, and tossing his arm in the air, as 
he would no doubt have done bad it been his lot to have had 
it amputated, iwjMfNic, after the battle of Waterloo, they are 
at liberty to draw their own oondusioar with regard to the mo* 
tives by which, in such a case, he would have been actuated. 
Wishing when in Paris to hear more of the coDverMttion of 
Frenchmen than I could meet with at the restaurateurs and 
coffee-houses, where it is understood that no one table sbaU 
know what another is saying or doing, I frequently dined at. 
tablet ffhoUi, where !> was often witness to very free discourse 
[ on the part of the enemies of the government. On one of 
these occasions, in a hotel in the Place Carousel, I chaneed 
to sit, at Uble, (^posite to a compel of the imperial guard, 
' just returned from the LoHrCt to arrange some private affairs 
in Paris previous to retiring to his, homcr in ol^edience to the 
3 
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prAuMMiiMol the King. This man «(m]d not Mp his ill looks $ 
bat a tingularly rnffiao^like ap)>oataiice was r«iidared in kn» 
teafoM more disgaitiug by his tioite, pfeiaiiiptioo, and fero- 
city. He harangaed in a tort of fuiy «v«ry moment cl^Wi ioter- 
valt of eatiog and drinking ; his tfaeine,-«--DOt his coootry— not 
his emperor—hut Almaejf,^hi6 own disasters and disappoint- 
ments. Repeatedly striking his hand on the table, with 
mnoh oletmtion of Toioe, he toM us thsft the change of afikin 
had rained Mm ; that he had thrown away the labonn of a 
life of warfare ; that- Ae had been in so many battles, and at* 
tained so many honours to no purpose $ that the disasters of 
the French armj had driven Mm baek to poverty ; that Ac 
seoned to soUdt a pitiftil half pay from the Bourbon go- 
vernment, who migbi er^ if they pleased, the satisfadioiD 
of hav'mg destroyed «»►— but >««« wooM one cJay be doae I 
There needed no additioii to this Isst VifWttras hope fully ia 
explain his frerjuent anusion to the deelaraAion of the ftUied 
powers. «* Why in the face of that do they remain an honr 
in France? Nopokw n'ett ftm"^^ 

Having some curiosity to feel the pirise of this emfmi Se la 
Jtevokakm on the subject of the Bsomenloils Appeal whidi was 
then depending, I asked a person who sat n^ar htn» what bad 
become of Labedoyere, The answer was asaumingly given 
b:y the colonelj who ponied to a dock in the toom, and wHb 
another rap among the glasses, said, «* in half an hour he 
will be no more.** His information was quite correct The 
ha!f hour elapsed, and the patriot polnthig again to the clock 
as It was strflringshc, waited tUI the last rtioke> and then wfth 

« • Napoleon exists no more.** 
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a sort of ferocious pteyfulness, which manifested stronglj 
the reaHttf of h'ls sympathy with Labedoyere, he bestowed a 
smart slap upon his own cheek, filled a glass of W]Qe> and 
helped himself to another peach. My own wouder that such 
a man actually was permitted to sK at tahle with gentlen)en» 
amounted at this moment to a kind of shudder, which divert* 
ed several of the^ other guests who observed it. ' Never Oid 
f tliank Heaven more ferventjly because of the Life Cuards* 
the Greys, and the EnniskiUens. 

Next day I chanced to see the colonel seated in the ca» 
briole of a diligence, proceeding d tapffwu 

My acquaintance with this accomplished person solved to 
me another question much agitated ; namely, whether the 
deposition and detention of Bonaparte is security of itself for 
the peace of France, and consequently of Earope ; and who* 
ther justice would have been done to the human race in the 
present extreme sitaation of the world, if the allied powers 
had withdrawn their troops the moment his person was se- 
cured on board the Bellerophon, in terms of the interpreta- 
tion which the colonel put upon their declaration; a declara- 
tion which he was pleased to ibrget was an offer made and 
rejeded, and again modestly founded upon q/Ur the war had 
failed,— that war being th^ alternative first preferred by the 
Freuch army, and, as they maintain, by the French people. 
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LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY. 

Downing Street, June S2^ ldI5w 
!M:ak>r the Honourable H^^Percy^ arrived late 
last night with a dispatch from Field Marshal the 
Puke of Wellington, K. G. to Earl Bathurst^ his 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the War 
Department^ of which the following is a copy : 

Waterloo, June I9, 1815. 

My Lord, 

Bonaparte having*colIected the Ist, 2d^ 3d, 4tb> 
and 6th corps of t\ke French army and the Imperial 
. Guards, and nearly aH the cavalry, on the Sam* 
bre, and between that river and the Meuse, be* 
tween the 10th and the 14th of the month, ad- 
vanced on the 15th and attacked the Prussian 
posts at Thuin and Lobez, on the Sambve, at day^ 
light in the moniing*> 
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I did not hear of these evepta till the evening 
of the 15th^ and I immediately ordered the troops 
to prepare to march ; and afterwards to march to 
the left^ as ^oojn %» I hftd iotelligenec from other 
Quarters to prove that the enemy's movement up« 
on Charleroi was the real attack. 

The enemy drove the Prussian posts from the 
Sambre on that day; and GeneriU Ziethen^ who 
commanded the corps which had been at Charleroi, 
retired upon Fleurus ; and Marshal Prince BIu- 
cher concenti^te^ the l^iissian army upon Som- 
breffe, holding the villages^ in Btant otlik poskioa» 
of St* Amand and Ligny. 

The enemy coniiiiueil hift mttfek «lotig tife ma4 
from Charlecoi towards BrDSsets, and: on the same 
evenmg^ the 15th^ attacked a brigade of the army 
of the Netherlands, under Prince de Weimar, post- 
ed at Frasne, and forced it back to the farm-house 
on the same road, called Les Quatre Bras. 

The Prince of Orange immediately reinforced 
this brigade with, another of the same di^sion, 
under Genexal Pterponcher ; and> in t;he moniing 
early* regained part of the ground whidi had beea 
lost, sbas to have t^e command of die communi- 
ycation leading foooL Nlvelles and l^sustels, with 
Marshal Blucher's position* 

In the meantime I had directed the whole amy 
to march upon Les Quatre BraSiand the.5th diyir 
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m(m, uaier Lieutetiiiiit Otneful Sir Thottma Pkm 
tbn, tf rived lit about haif-piii^ two iir Ao tky, 
Mkme^ by tbe corps of ttoops und^r the Dixke of 
Brunswick, and titemmAB hf the contingent of 
Nassau. 

At tills time tbe enemy commenced an aittaek 
:«pon Prince Blucher witb his wMe fi^^e, except* 
tng tbe 1st and Sd cdrps ; and a corps of cavalry 
under Geneml KeTlermftn, with which be attacked 
0ur post at Led Quaf re Bras^ 
..* iTie Prussian army midhtained their position 
with their usrual galfentry aivi perseveninee> againse 
a great disparity of numbers, as the 4tb corps of 
their army, under General BuTow,had not joined, 
fnd I was not abl^ to assist thein as I wished, as 
i was attacked m^^self, and the troof>Sj tl«eeavalry 
in particukr, which had a long distance to march, 
had not arrived; 

We maintained our position also, and completely 
defeated and repulsed all the enemy's attedipts to 
get possession of it. The enemy repeatedly at^ 
tacked us with a large body of infkiVtry and catalry^ 
supported by a numerous awd powerful artillery ; 
he made seVeml charges v#itb the cavalry upon 
our infimtry, but all were reptihied ih the steadiest 
manner. In this afl&ir, his Royal Ifighness the 
Prince ofOl'ange, the Duke of Brunswick, and 
Lieutenant Oenerd Sir Thomas I^cton^ and Ma^ 
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jor-Gcnend Sir Jaiaes Sempl,Mid Sir Deiri» Pack;, 
who were aig»ged from the ^omiBeBcement of tbe 
enemy's attack, highly distinguished themselves^ 
as well as Lieulemuit General Charles Baron Af« 
ten« Major General Sir C. Halket, Lieutenant* 
General CoOke, and Major-Generals Maitland and 
Byngs as they sveoessively arrived. The troops- 
of the 5th division^ and- those of the Bninswidc; 
oorpsy were long and severely engaged, and con*v. 
ducted themselves with the utmost gf^lantiy^ L 
must partleulariy mention the SSth, iSt^, 78th, 
and 92d rej^ments, and the battalion, of Hano«' 
verians. 

Our loss was great, as your Lordship will per-^ 

teive by the inclosed return ; and; I have particu* 

. }arly to regret his Serene Highness the Duke. of 

Brunswick, who fell, fighting gallantly ,,at the bead 

of his troops. 

Although Marshal Blucher bad maintained his 
position at Sombi^f^ he still £ound himself much, 
weakened by the seventy of the contest ii? which. 
he had been engaged, and, as the fourth corps 
had not arrived, he determined to. fall back, and 
concentrated his army upon Wavce; and he 
marched in the night after the action waa over. 

This movement of the Marshal's render^ ne« 
cessary a corr^^nding one on my part ; and I 
retired fro/n the farm of Quatre Bfl^i upon Ge< 
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nsLfptj and thence upon Waterloo the next morn* 
iagy the 17thj. at ten o'cIocIl. 

The enemy made no effort to pursue Marshal 
Bluqher. On the contrary^ a patrole which J. sent 
to Sombref, in the morping, found all (piiet^ and 
the eneipy^s yidettes fell back as the patrole ad* 
vanced^' Neither did he attempt to molest our 
march to therear^ although made in the middle oC 
the day> eicceptifig by following with a large body 
of cavalry^ (brought from his right) ^ the cavalrjir 
under th^ Bad of Uxbridge. 

This gave Lord , Ux bridge an opport^nity of 
charging them with the 1st Life Guards, upon 
their debouche from the village of Genappe, upon 
which occasion his Lordship has declared himself 
to be well satisfied with that regiment. 

The position which I took up, in front of Wa» 
terloo, croi^sed the hjgh roads from Charleroi and 
Nivellcj and had its right thrown back taa ravinei 
near Merke Br^ne, which was, occupied, and its 
4eft extended to a height above the hamlet Ter la 
Hayci which was likewi^ occupied. In front of 
the right centre, and near the Nivelle road, we 
occupied the house and garden of Hougoumont, 
which, covered the return, of that flank; and in 
front of the left centroi we occupied the farm of 
La Haye Sainte. By our Jieft we communicated 
with Marshal Prince Blucber, ^i Wavre, through 
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Ohftim ; «nd the Mftrsfaal iiad plremisecl ille;*lhat 
in case we should be a;hacked> he w<mkl mtpp^itt 
me with one en: more corps^ asmigfaibeiieetssaiy* 

The enemy coHectM his ktmy, with the excefK 
tton of the third eorf^s^ Which hkd beto sent to 'oh* 
iairve Marshal Micher^ on a hmge of fadght^ m 
our fronts fn the cour^ of the iiight of the I7tii 
and yesterday mofftittg ; and at about teit i/cXd^ 
he commenced a fitfious attack upon oixr post af 
Hougoumont I had occupied that post with a de« 
tadiment from General Byng^sb^%ade'of6uard»> 
which was in positidn in Its re*r p ^ad Si was for 
some tim6 u^er the-commaiidof LieuteAant-€o^ 
lotiel MaodonaM^ and afterwards of 0>Ii6nd[' Home ;. 
and I am happy to add, that it was maintained> 
throughout the dlEiy, with the utmost gallantry "by 
Aese brave troops, notwiilistanding ^e repeated 
efforts of large bodies of the enetey to obtaiir pos- 
session of it* ' * ' ' 

This attack upon tfhe rrght of our eehtrewas ac*« 
companied by a rery heavy cannotoade u|pon our 
whole line, which was dfestined to support the re« 
peated attacks of cavalry and in&ntry oecasionally 
mixed, but sometimes separate^ which were made 
upon it. In one of ^ese^ the etirerhy cavried the 
farm-house of La Haye Sbinte, as the detachment 
of the fight battalion of the legion which occupieif 
it had e)cpended att its ammunition, and the ene^ 



d by Google 



my Mcopied.the only comwatitt^km tbefii wtM 
with them. 

The enemy repeatedly charged our kifliatry wiA 
hi»xavjihry ; but these attadtt urer^ 'ttiiformly un- 
aveccssfy^ and tiMy afforded op^ortiinitM to oMr 
cavalry to chai^ in ono ef wltidi Lord B. 'Soltier^ 
act's brigade^ Bcy$t Kcrac Ouaidc, and let Dnu- 
gooft OoaMs, highly diiilttgubhcd fhemdclv^s; ai 
did thatof Mi^ Gcnend Sit VT. Fbnscnby, batbig 
taken many priMncrs aiul an eagle. 

These altvcks were rej^ted tiN abo^ Mven ih 
the cveniQgir witen the enemy made a ^ l e hp eiw i e 
effort with the ciiTalyy and infttfitiryi to ferce our left 
centre^ neav the fcrmef La Haye]Siinite« whkh, 
after a severe eonieat^ was defeated; and having 
observed thai the troops retired fit^m the attack in 
great conf^ion, and that the mavcb of General 
Blow's corps by Friehennont upon Planeheneft 
and La Belle Alfkmee^ had begun to take effbet ; 
and aa I could perceive the filfe <^his cannon, and 
as Marshal Prince Bincher bad joined in ferson, 
with a corps of bis army to the left of our line by 
<Hiai»> I detensuned to attack the enemy, and im- 
mediately advafk^ed the whole line of in&ntry, 
jnapport^d by the cavalry and artflfery. The at^ 
tack succeeded in every point ; the enemy was 
forced lirom his poshioa on ^e heighu, and fled in 
the4iuno6lconfaaion» leaving behind bim>es far as 
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I eodd judges okb humbskd^ and fivtt vuem 
OF CAHMON, with their ammnnition, which ftU inv 
to our handa. 

. I amtiiraed the pursuit till long after dadc, ttdd 
then discontinued it* only on account of the fatigue 
.of our troops^ who had been engaged daring twelFe 
hours, and because I finind myself on the same 
road with Marshal Blucher^ who assured me of his 
intention to follow the enemy throughout the night : 
he has sent me word this mornings that he had 
tahen^ sixty pieco of cannen belonging to the Im- 
perial Guards and aeyeral ofuriages^ baggage, &g 
betonging to Bonaparte, ia Genappe. 

I propase to mote this morning upon NiveUes> 
and not to discontinue my operations. 

Your lordship will observe, that such a- despe* 
fata action could not be fbnghtf and such advan« 
tag^ could, not be gained, .without great loss ; and^ 
I am SQiiy to add, that ours has been immense. 
In Lieutenant*General Sis Thomas Picton, his 
Majesty has sustained die loss ef an officer who 
has frequently distingubhed himself in. his ser- 
vice ; and he fell, gloriously leading his division to 
a charge with bayonets, by which one of the most 
serious attacks made by the enemy on our positi<»i^ 
was defeated. 

The Earl of jLJxbridge, after having successfully 
got through the arduous day, received a wound> 
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by almost the last shot fired, which will, I am 
afraid/ deprive his Majesty for ^me time of bis 
services. ' ' 'h. j 

His Royal Highness the Prince of Orange dis« 
tlnguished himself by his gallantry and conduct till 
he received a wound from a musket^ball, through 
the shotilder, which obliged him to quit the field. 

It gives me the greatest satisfaction to assure 
your lordship, that the army never, upon any oc« 
casion, conducted itself better* The division of 
Guards, under Lieutenant^General Cooke, who is - 
severely wounded, Major-General Maitland and 
Major Byng, set an example which was followed 
by all ; and. there is no officer, nor description of 
iWPph that did not behave well. 

I gnus$, however, particularly mention, for his 
Royal Highness' approbation, Lieutenant^General 
Sir H. Clinton, Major-General Adam, Lieutenant* 
General Charles Baron Alton, severely wounded ; 
Major-General Sir Colin Halket, severely wound« 
ed; Colonel Ompteda, Colonel Mitchael, com« 
inanding a brigade of the 4th division ; Major* 
Generals Sir James Kempt and Sir Denis Pack, 
Major*Gen^ral Lambertj, Ma^or-General Lord £• 
Somerset, Major-General Sir Wi Ponsonby, Ma- 
jor-General Sir C. Gj-ant, and Major-General Sir 
H, Vivian; Major-General Sir O. Vandeleur; 
Higor-General Cmmt Domberg. I am also par« 
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tieularly indel>led to General liord Hiil< for his as* 
sistauce and conduct Qpan tSii8> aa upon ttH foniaer 
occasions. 

The artillety and engineer departments w^e 
conducted muc^ to my satisfiiction by Colonel Sir 
G. Wood^ and Colonel Smyth ; and i had eveiy 
reason to he satrsfied with the conduct of the* Ad«« 
jtttant-Oeneral Major General Barnes, who was 
wounded, and of the ^arter«Master*6eneral, Co* 
lonel Delancey, who was killed by a cannon shot iti 
the middle of the action. This officer is It serious 
loss to hb Majesty's service, and to me at this 
moment I was likewise mudi indebted to the 
assistance of Lieutenant-Colonel Lord Fitn'oy So^ 
mcrset, who was severely wounded, and of the 
officers composing my personal staff, who have 8uf« 
fered severely in this action. Lieutenant-Colonel 
the Honourdbfie Sir Alexander Gordon, who has 
died of his wounds, was a most promismg officer, 
and is a serious loss to his Majesty's service. 

General Kruse, of the Nassau service, likewise 
conducted himself much to my satisfaction, as did 
General Trip, commanding the heavy brigade of- 
cavalry, and General Yanbope, commanding a br2« 
gade of infantry of die King of the Netherlands. 

General Poszo di Borgo, Geneh^l Bsron Vin< . 
cent. General Muffling, and General Alava, were 
in the field during the action, and rendered me 



d by Google 



BATTLB Of WATIBliOO. l69 

every iisdstance in their power. Baron Vincent 
is wounded, but I hope not severely; andGreneral 
Pozzo di Borgo received a contusion. 

I should not do justice to my feelings, or to 
Marshal Blucher and the Prussian^army, if I did 
not attribute the successful result of this arduous 
day to the oordial and timely assistance received 
from them. 

The operation of General Bulow upon the ene- 
my's flank was a most decisive one ; and, even if 
I had not found myself in a situation to make the 
attack^ which produced t he final result, it would 
have forced the enemy to retire, if his attacks 
should have failed, and would have prevented him 
from taking advantage of them, if they should un« 
fortunately have succeeded. 

I send, with this dispatch, two eagles, taken by 
the troops in this action, which Major Percy will 
have the honour of laying at the feet of his Royal 
Highness — I beg leave to recommend him to your 
lordship's protection. . I have the honour, &c. 
(Signed) Wellington. 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have received a report ■ 
that Major General Sir WiUiam Pongonby is killed, and, ia 
announcing this intelligence to your Lordship, I have to add 
the expression of my grief for the fate of an officer, who had 
already rendered very brilliant and important services, and 
was an ornament to his profession. 

^d P. S. I have not yet got the retnms of killed and wound- 
ed, bat I inclose a list of officers killed and wounded on the 
two days, as far as the same can be made out withool the 
returns ; and I am very happy to add, that Colonel De Lancey 
is not dead, and that strong hopes of his recovery are enter- 
tained. 
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34ABSHAL. BLUCHKR'S OfFiaAL RJEPOBT 
OF THE OPEBATIONS OF THE PRUSSIAN 
ARMY OF THE LOWER RHINE. 

It was on the 13th of this month, that Napoleon, after 
having collected, on the 14th, fire corps of his army, and 
the sevend corps of the guard, between Maubeuge and 
Beaumont, commenced hostilities. The points of ooneear 
tration of the four Prussian corps, were- Fleurus* Namur, 
Ciney, and Hannut ; the situation of which made it possi- 
ble to unite the army, in one of these points, in S4 hours. 

On the 15th, Napoleon advanced by Thuin, upon the 
two banks of the Sombre, against CharleroL , General 
Zeitfaen had coUocted the first corps near Fleurus, and 
bad, on that day, a very warm action with the enemy* 
who, after having taken Charleroi, directed his march up* 
on Fleurus. General Zeithen maintained himself in hia 
position near that place. 

Field Marshal Blucher intending to %ht a great battle 
with the enemy as soon as possiblei the three other corps 
of the Prussian army were consequently directed upon 
Sombref, a league and a half &om Fleurus, where the 2d 
and 3d corps were to arrive on the 15th, and the 4th corps 
on the 16th. 

Lord Wellington had united his army between Ath 
and Nivelles, which enaUed him to assist Field M^TahpI 
Blucher, in case the battle should be fought on the 15th. 

JUNE 16.— BATTLE OF LXGNY. 
The Prussian army was posted on the hd^ts between 
Brie and Sombref, and beyond the last place, and occupied 
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^th a laige Ssxxe the villages of St. Amand and Ligny, 
situate in its fitmt Meantime, aoly three^oorps of the 
«Riiy had joined; the fourth, whidi was stationed between 
li^ge and Hannut, had been delayed in its march by se^ 
vera! dreumstanoes, and was not yet come up. Never* 
thdesB, Field Marshal Blucber resolved to give bottlei 
Ijord WeUiugton having already put in motion, to sup* 
port him, a strong division of his anny, as well as his 
whole reserve, stationed ioTthe environs of Brussels, and 
the fourth corps of the Prussian army being also on the 
pomt of arriving. ' 

The battle began at three o'dodEintheaftemoon. The 
enemy brought up above 130,000 men. The Prussian ar- 
my was 80,000 strong. The vill^ie of St. Amand was 
the -first point attacked by the enemy* who carried it» af* 
ter a vigorous resistance. 

He then directed his effbxts against Ligny. It is a 
laige viUage» solidly built, eituate on a rivulet of the same 
name. It was there that a contest began which may be 
considered as one of the most obstinate recorded in histo- 
ry. VlUages have often been taken and retaken: but here 
the combat coi^tinued for five hours in the villages them- 
aelves, and the movements, forwards or backwards, wer^ 
confined to a v^iy narrow space. On both sides fi^sh 
troops continually came upi £ach anny had, behind the 
part of the village which it oocuj[ned, great masses of in- 
fantiy, which maintained the combat, and were continu- 
ally renewed by the r^nforcements which they received 
fiom their rear, as well as firom the h^hts on the right 
and left. About ti^o hupdred cannon were directed fifoni 
both sides against the village, which was on &k in several 
places at ence. Fr6m time to time the combat extended 
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tamutf^ te ^M^ Uiie»«ie enemy hKwiag akodiracted 
MtnietottS tioopi agiiHt tbe tlord coipt; hcrrevar, the 
lliila esnteit iTM iMir ligny. TldngB ieenied to teke it 
AffdCttailetamlbr tlie FvuMiui tioopi^ a pnt of tbe vil- 
lage of St AinHidlharvkigbee»«etiik«iiVf fttNtttaAioB eoM* 
iMttdedbythe fkftd Bfattthal m petsMi $ in eonBeqiMBoe 
er Kryck aivMiUige Hie had Mgateed a M^t, wUs^ hU 
been abandoned 8Sft«r the lew of St Amand. Xeverthe* 
leas, tiie battk eontintied about JJgay i>itb tlie lame 
fyaeyi Tke isMe SBemed to depend od tbe aniyal of tbe 
Engli^ troops, or on that of the fourth oOipe of the FrtM- 
flian arraj; i»aiiist> the aniiral of tbia bai dmrion would 
haire eflbrded the Field Mmhe) tbe neifiaef Mtking, kn* 
mediMely. with the fight wiag, m atlMSfr, fiom irhSeh 
great sueeess ttlghCbeotpecfedi but news anived that 
the English division destined to sc^p^^ort us, mur vMm^y 
attacked by a corps of to FMHebanny, tfsd that ftwas 
iHtbgieat cMetttty it hadniainlibMd itsdfui ito posiUon 
«l Quatre Bn& Th» fiMtttii cM^ «f tibe anny did net 
appear, so dtet we wei%^ Ibrced to niaintabi, atone, tiieeon« 
test wkbttansy greatly sui^erfior in miaiberB. Tbeeven* 
ing was abeady mueb sidvaaeed, and the cembat abenl 
ligny eonftbMied with^ the same liny, an^ihe stttte equlfi- 
ly of siioeeas « we lavokeii)- but in vain, tbe afrival of tboM 
flucoeurs which wete so necessaiy $ the dang^ became ev«- 
xy hour Bi4»e and more i^^gient ; idl tbe divisions were en* 
gaged, ^ bad ab?ea^ been so^ and there was not any coips 
at band able to support f^em. Sudde^y, a division of tbe 
enemy's infimtry, i4iidi) by Avour of tbe nigbt, bad niade 
a circuit round^ tbe^ Vdbge without bdng observed, at-the 
same time €bat seme regiments of ct^rassiefB bad Ibfced 
the passage on^ tbeothar flide^ teoki in tiie rear, the main 
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liodf oCtfor »ttj, irMA w«a |mMI IwUtid Oft homei. 

feciia^ at tlie iMimMnt wheifc onr cavali}i« dho p^^ 
hairbt bdiiiid tte niOage^ivaa xepulseii: l|y tihe enttvrfs 
CKrakf in lepMited atlMln. 

OuriBtetxy, fOStedlMli]]id<l^iigF»t^^ 
laPMt, aU; not sofffar itRtf to be 4Im90Ui^^ 
iD^ surpBwd b(f theenemjr in thediriaieBi, ftdin^ 
ifiach #9ng|||€aniles in tlM lui^drfii^ 
iMfiwte l^ttMlf expHed^oryb^rthe jfa.«£8Miiig itedf 
fl«x>rauiiiie<| b» lA^iid^ IBfomtAm mBmea^iiootilj t^ 
ydfl^d aU tha ailtinfai> rf tiw^^wahy^ gniti^BlrcBted in gMd 
wderi^Mn titelieigter whawB itcoBtii»ed.itoicl»%i»4 

««)^tl0ft «f tlie eoem j^p flimiby, flevMi of ^^ 
tlieurpi39ci|RUat» i«liiMl, lud UdMi cURrttas ^daOt M 
tlMlikto^MllSyiiiirtaNitiie^ a^ewMtfify ftUinto^^Miv 
«le»i t»t]^ni^cr, lA fUetM fell into ibt faanbof tbe 
enemjr. A« «h& dtetanoe «f a ^piarter df aleaguefipma the 
field <^ Mtle, tb^ armf ft»nt<l again. Tlie eneitt^ did 
«ot TeDttoetopimueil. Thevil]iB^«f Brije^T«EMiaed.ia 
our poflsesaon during the night, as well as JSkimbief^ ^Aun 
^tenend IMelman^ had fwf^ with ihe tfaiid oovps, and 
^henoe he, at dft^hnak, slowly begn to vetroat tMrsr^ 

had at tengtli' arrived dhiiing the night Thefiietandse. 
eoadc^rps pratfeeded in the moniing behiad the deffib of 
Mount St Gfdbert Our loss in killed and wounded me 
g«eat; tlie enemy* hewever, took fiNUn us no, prisonen, 
e»ept a part of our wounded. The battle was lest, but 
not our honour. Our soldien hadftught withabi«v»7 
vMdt equalled e?«i7 expectatLen I their ^rtiliidereaiaiii^ 
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edunihalcen, because every one Tetained his confidence in. 
- bis own rtrengtb. On this day, IPiM Maniial Binder 
iiad encountered the greatest dangen. Acfaaigeof caval- 
ry, led on by |iimself, had fidled. While, that of the ene- 
my was vigorously pursuing,. a luuakei ihot struck the 
Field MarshaVs hosKt the animal, fiir from being stopped 
in his career by this wound, began to gallop more forioualy 
tiU it dropped down dead. The Field Marshal, stunned 
by the violent fidl, lay entangled under the horse* The 
enemy's cuiraasjers, following up their advantage, advan- 
ced: our last horseman had already passed by the Field 
Marshal^ an adjutant alone isemained wil^ him, and W 
jitft. alighted, reaohred to share his ftte. The danger was 
great, but heaven watched over us. The enemy, pursu- 
ing their duoge, passed sapdly by theFidd Manhalwith- 
eut seeing him: the next moment, a second charge of our 
cavalry having reipaiaed them, th^r again passed by him 
with the same precipitittion, not perceiving him, any more 
than they had done the first time. Then, but not without 
diffiisulty, the Field Marshal uras disengaged from under 
.^e dead horse, imd he immodiately mounted a dragooa 
hoot^ 

On the 17th, in the evening, the Prussian army omcen- 
trated itself in the environs of Wavre. Napideon put him- 
self in motion' against Lioid WeUir^fton upon the great 
road leading fi:om Qiarleroi to Brussels. An English di- 
vision maintained on the same day, near Quatre Bras,^ a 
Viery severe cHmtest with the enemy.. Lord. WeUington 
liad taken a posilaon on the road to Brussels, having hir 
right wing leaning upon Braine la ^en, the centre near 
Mont St Jean, and the left wing against lia Hay^ SamtOb 
Lord Wdlingtan wrote to the Field Marshal, tbat he vpa 
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i«Belv«d to accept the battle in this podtion, if tiie Field 
Btaxshal would support him with two corps of his army; 
The fldd Marahal promised to oome with his whole ar- 
tay ; he even proposed, in case Napoleon should not attadc» 
that the Alfies themselvses, with th»r whole united force, 
should attadc him the next day. This may serve to show 
how little the battle of the 16th haddisoiganized the Prus- 
sian army, or weakened its moral stren^g^ Thus ended 
the day of the inh. 

BATTLE OF THE ISth. 
At break of day the 'Prussian army again began to move. 
The 4th and $d cozps matched by St Lambert, where thej 
were to take a position, covered by the forest, near Friche- 
moht, to take the enemy in the rear, when the moment 
ahould appear &vourable. The first corps was to operate 
by Ohain, on the right flank of the enemy The third 
corps was to follow slowly, in order to afibrd succour m 
case of need. The battle began about 10 o'dodc in the 
morning. The English army occupied the heights of 
Mount St Jean; that of the French was on the heights 
before Planchenoit i the former was about 80,000 strong ; 
the enemy had above 130,000. In a short time, the bat- 
tie became general along the whole line. It seems that 
Kapdleoii had the design to throw^the left wing upon the 
centre^ and thus to eflfect the separation of the EngUsfa 
iaaay from the Prussian, which he believed to be retreat- 
ing upon Maestricht For this j>urpo8e, he had placed the 
greatest pivrt of his reserve in the centre, against his right 
wing, and upon this point he attacked with fury. The 
* Englidi. amy fi>i;^t with a valour which it is impossible 
toaWpasSi The repeated charges of th^ Old Guard were 
I 
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a* eveiy clMiffg* th« Fl«ncli CMalc^iwM ovallmown by the 
Bogfisb cwratpy. BM tiie npoii^ritgr of the enemy m 
vmDbe«» was tm gnat ; H af ka li wt yn ^ a tl y Usought for« 
^ff4 cmsiaefabi* mMier^ «•<!» witik whfll&vev firmmw tiie 
BagMdi tniQit wu^bnned ti£«MW4W i» th«c jposHioB, it 
» but ttwt. 8Meh hiffoie attrtioii» nunt hvre a 



It was half past (bur o'clock. The tacessif* diffioiltias 
of the passage by the defile of St. Lambert, had consider- 
ably retarded the mareb of ^e PnitsiaB oolumns, so that 
only two brigades of the fourth corps had arrived at the 
covered poaitiou which was assigned to them. The deci- 
sive moment was come j there was not an instant to be 
]^»t Thfe Generals did not suffer it to escape. They re- 
solved immediately to. begm the atUck with the troops 
wtich they had at hand. General Balow, therefbre, with 
two brigMc* •nd a corps of cavalry, advanced rapidly 
vpoik the war of the enemy** right wing. The enemy 
did aot lose his presence of mind; he instantTy tnmed his 
reserve ajainst us, and a murderous conflict begwonrthat 
side. The combat remained fong uncettahi, ^ifSht Ae 
battle with the English army stilt conthraetf wfth ttie ••»« 
violence. ^ . 

Towards six o'clock in the evening-, we i«Wif*e we 
mews that General ThTelman, with llie thM ewpt*. was 
attacked near Wavre by a very consMcnbfc c«rp» ef •« 
enemy, and that they were aflready dfsputnig «• pamm^ 
sioD of *e town. The FWd Marshal, h^weven •* ■•* 
suffer himself to b^ disturbed by this news ; it ww^ «» l*c 
sfdt where he was, and no where else, th eft the iffiiiv f«8 
to be decided. A conflict c(nitiii«Hr wvt^mat ^f *fe 
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••me 6bsUi»cy» and kept up by fresh tioqps» cooM atone 
iMi»e the ^ietoiy^ and if it were obtained here, any rt^ 
▼enc suslarined near Wavre wai o£ tittle eonaeqneiioe. The 
colfmas, therefbte, continued tbeir movements^ It mm 
hssM au boar past eevea, ami the issue of the battle wm. 
stilt uncertain. The whole of the 4th corps, wai m past of - 
the 9d, nmler Geaeial Pirch> had sacoessively oome qp. 
The French troops fought with despevate ktrf: howeintf, 
soflM nnoertaioty was pefoeiTed io their movement^ and it 
was obserred ttiat some pieces of cannon wein itetreating. 
At this moment, the trst oolunms of the corps of Oeatenl 
2iethen snited on the pohits of attack, near the villasa of 
Sndnhen, on the enemy's right Aaidt, and inatantiy ehaigai* 
This moment dettided the defeat of the enemy. lib right 
Wing was broken in threeplaeee ; he abaadooed faioj^oeitiaM. 
Our troops rashed forward aitiie^pit de dbdr^^ «■! aittached 
Mm on all^^ sides, while ni tHe same time, the whole &igiish 
line advancedr- 

Ciremiislaiieee were extnmily isvoufable to the attack 
fthwed by the Ptnssian tMuy : the ground rose man aaa^ 
pllitheatre, so that ,o«r arlfitlevy ^wld fi^ecOy open Its fte 
fhim the summitof n g«ea«many hei^At whidh rose gnidn- 
aify sthof e eaeif othtr^ and i» the intonnala of whidi^ the 
troops desiBOnded inf* the plain, fbmmd into brigades, tm^ 
iit the greatest Older; whil»fres9>^tnMpBoonlmnaltyunfcid* 
ed themselves, iSMiing fram Oio fmest on the height behittd 
«& The enemy, howcFreiv iHiH preserved w esm i to ntMnt, 
m the vUlage oTPlaachenoi^ which he h«i «■ his rear, mid 
which wa* defended by Oe guaidy was, after seernml Moody 
attacks, catticNi by stormb Ptfom thait time ^e retMat he* 
cute a mtrt, wbicfh soon sprendfthrooghoat the whole Prendi 
army, which, in its dreadful oonCwrion^ havymg away orery 
tfaii% (htt ailtemp«0d to itopit, sioa astitoMi the apij^^ 
it 
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of the flight of an army of barbariaus. It was balf.past nm#« 
The Field Marshal assembled all the superior officers, and 
^ve orders to seiid the last horse and the last man ia pnr- 
•ttiC of the enemy. The' van of the army accelerated its 
flaarch. The French being pursued withoat intermission^ 
was absolutely disorganised. The causeway presented the 
appearance of an imfflense shipwreck ; it was covered with 
MM innumerable quantity of cannon, caissons, carriages, 
baggage^ aniu, and wrecks of every kind. Those of the ene- 
jny who had attempted to repose for a time, and bad not ex- 
pects to be so quickly pursued, were driven from mote than 
nine bivouacks. In some villages they attempted to main- 
tain themselves ; but ab soon as they heard the beating of 
our drums, or the sound of the trumpet, they either rfled or 
threw themselves into the: houses, where they were.^utdown 
or made prisoners. It was moonlight, which greatly favour* 
ed the pursuit^ for the whole march was but a continutd 
, chase, either in the com fields or the houses. 

At Genappe, the enemy -had -entrenched himself with 
cannon and overturned carnages: at our approaeh.we sud- 
denly heard in the town a great noisA and a motion of car* 
riages ; at the entrance we weve exposed to a brisk fire of 
musketry ; we replied by some cannon shot, followed by a 
kairrah, and an instant after, the town waa ours. It was 
here that, among many other equipages, the carriage of Na- 
poleon was taken ; he had just left it to mount on horseback, 
and in his hurry, had forgotten in it his sword and hat. Thus 
the afiairs continued' till break of day. About 40,000 men, 
in the most complete disorder, the remains of the whole ar- 
my, have saved themselves retreating through Charleroi, 
partly without arms, aud carrying with them only 27 pieces 
of their numerous artillery. 

The enemy, in hit flight, hadpasted all his fortresses, theon- 
ly defence of his frontiers, which are now passed by our atmiet 
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At three o'clock, Napoleon bad dispatched, from the field 
of battle, a courier tn PariSi with the news that victory was 
no longer doubtful t a few hours after» he had tto longer any 
army left. We have not yet any exact account of the ene- 
my's loss ; it is enough to know, that two-thirds of the whole 
were killed, wounded, or prisoners : among the latter are 
Generals Monton, Duhesme, and Compans. Up to this 
time about 300 cannon, and above 50O caissons^ are in our 
hands. 

Few victories have been so complete ; and there is cer« 
tainly no example that an army, two days after losing a bat- 
tle, engaged in such an action^ and so gloriously maintained 
it. Honour be to troops capahle of so much firmness and 
. valour ! In the middle of the position occupied By the French 
army, and exactly upon the height, is a farm called La Belle 
AlRance, The march of all the Prussian columns was direct- 
ed towards this farm, which was visible from every side. It 
was there that Napoleon was during the battle ; it was thence 
that he gave his orders^ that he flattered himself with the 
hopes of victory ; and it was there that his ruin was decided. 
There, too, it was, that, by a happy chance. Field Marshal 
Bin Cher and Lord Wellington met in the dark, and mutually 
saluted each other as victors. 

In commemoration of the alliance which now subsists be* 
tween the English and Prussian nations, of the union of the 
two armies, and thehr reciprocal confidence, the Field Mar- 
shal desired, that' this battle should bear the uime of la 
BeOeAmanee. 

By^ the order of Field Marshal Blucher, 

General GKEISEN A0. 
3 
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TbefoUowUif is a copy of a dispatch froo) General Migvel 
Alava» Minister Plenipotentiary to. tbe King of the Ne- 
tlierlands from the King of Spain, to Don Pedia Cevallos^ 
Principal Secretary of SUte to Ferdinand VIL 

(TRAM8LATSD FROM THE IPARI6B.) 

LJentenapc-GfneiBl of the lioyal hnom, DpnMlgnel ile 
Alava* Minister Pli9uipa^|Dti|irj of bis Majesty jo HpUand*. 
lias addr^psMl to l}is BxceUeacjr Don Pedro C«vaUps> FirsI 
S^retikry <»f JSUte, the foUofviog l^fHei ; 

Moft£KoiU/so|t5v» 

The ihoit sp«ce of time lhal>h»9 intervi^n^d between ^n» 
d«parit«ire«f the iaat past ftad Itbe videry 0^ihfi }^.th» h«i| 
npltailowje^ JPe to wrtt« tp y^r JBj^cellenisy ^ di^Eus^ly w. 
I cguld hai^« wished i ani aUhongh the a^nny lis, 9^ jkhi$ md<^ 
menl^ «9 ILhe ^poiu^ <»f jmarchi^g* and I a)ao am gjdhi^ to jset 
out for th? H^ue to dcUF«vfliy credential^* which I did no# 
teceive tall this mpMug f. neveitbeiesi, I wit) g<«e yofir £»« 
^^eltency some details respecting this imppi^ajit (eT«»]^ «hh% 
poMiUy* may bsriag ns to the .end of the war xnoch Aopyer 
than we had any ireason to ^iipeiSl;. 

I Aifora^d jnour £x«eUeDcy« und«r Mm of the Whiv^ 
that 3onapartf) magccbiag from llauhengeAad Pbiltppe^iUr^ 
had attacked the Prussian posts ou the Samb^v^ aiad tM^ 
after drirhig them ifomOM^mm, he b«4 «BUmd ihat city 
on tMie 15th. 

On the I6th, the Duke of ^elliugtoo (Hrdeved bis army to 
assemble on the point of Quatre Bras, where the roads. 
crtNis from Namnr to NlveUe« and from Brussels to ChM- 
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Usn* ^maibt hiBiadr{Miwe«ie4 to ike «aAie pmnt at tevea 
m the morning. , 

Ob hM ardrftl, ht ibBndthe Hereditary Prince <^OfMWe, 
iRfh « dlivisioa ofbtt e«iL Brmr, l»oU«ig the eoesy ui check* 
tiH llie'tflher divirioM of the ftraqr nerecetteetMU 

B3r4lMiti«e, tbeBrituii drriBieiu n»*if fieneafcl Eiotav^ 
had arriTed, wttfa vhich the Duke kept upmnwab^foitAcmlbttt 
wllfciB#re4hM9(l,m> gfOw enewy, irtthet knSng en iach 
of fiowid. The Bnteh Ouendi^ leveral re^BBBlt of iofea- 
try, and the Sooli hrigade. coveeei AheVielTet with fh>ry 
eathisday;. and Loud WdliaglM t«UI sm, mi the Movmc 
day^ that he acver aw his Iradpttiehaws betl»r» danug the 
iMMther of years he had ooflBOiaaded tbenu 

The Freoch Coiraaien lihawise mdHrti mtuk «■ Hheir 
part i iar, cmaUmg m thcor breaaHplaaef, 4hey ai^tfMfoacbed 
theBritidi iquareiaa ttear,lhailbeyhiiied«ace»of theiM 
pegiOMDi vith Cheir avordi ; hut thoae valiaat Meo« witheut 
flinching, kept up so strong a fire, that the whole fvfMuid was 
covered vHh the Cturassten aad tMr bontth 

Ja the nMantio^e, the troops kept rawang 19 j «id tho 
night put ae endto thecoatest in this ^naiter. 

Dnriag this tiese, Bonaparte was fighting* fritti the wmaiii* 
dcr of hiaftiroes, against Mnnbal IHiidber, with whoas he had 
coaunenred a hieady action at fine in the aftemoan ; fram 
which tisM^titt nine in the aveningt he was constantly re* 
pnlaed by thn FMssians. nitbgreatiaas on both aides. Bat, 
at tfa^mocneDt, fae aaade his cavalry chaise with so jnnch 
▼igottr, that they broke the Prnaiitn line of inlhntry, assi in* 
tasdooed diwyider and cenfiisson thfooghont 

Whether it was that Bonaparte did'not peiceivo lfa« «ci« 
dnatvcrtkai be had experienced a gKatkisss. or.nhntis 
more pmhaMa, that Mnrihal Blochcr had le^stabtished the 
hottfe^the lactis, thai hedsimd m ndiwdaga whatesnr 
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Arom this accident, and tbatte left him quiet during the 
whole of the night of the 16th. 

Lord Wellington, who, by the morning of the I'Xih, had 
collected the whole of his army in the position of Qaatre 
Bras, was combining his measures to attadL the enemy, when 
he received a dispatdi from Marshal Blocher, participating 
to him the events of the preceding day, together with the nt» 
tident that had snatched the victory out of his handai.; addingi 
that the loss he had experienced was of such a nature, that 
he was forced to relieat to Wavre, on our left, whese the 
corps of Bolowr would unite with him, and that on the. 19th 
he would be ready for any thing he might wish to undertake. 

In consequence- of this. Lord Wellington was obliged im- 
m^iately to .retreat, and this he effected in such. a manner, 
that the enemy did not dare to interrupt him in U. He took 
up a position on Braine-le-Leud, in front of the great wood 
of Soignis, as he had previously determined, and placed his 
head quarters in Waterloo. 

I joined the army on that morning, though I had received 
06 orders to that effect, because I believed that I should thua 
best serve his Majesty, and at the same time fulfil your 
Excellency's dircctioos ; and this determination has afforded 
me the satisfaction of havhig been present at the most im* 
portant battle that has been fought for many centuries, in 
[ its consequences, its duration^ and the talents of the chieA 
who commanded on both sides, aud because the peace of 
the worl(|, and the future security of all Europe, may be said 
to have depended on its result. 

The position occupied by his lordship was very good; but 
towards the centre, it had various weak points, which requir- 
ed good troops to guard them, and much science and skill on 
the part of the general in chief. These qualifications were, 
Mwef er, to be fiM»d in abundance in the British troops and 
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llitir iflattriout oommander ; mA, it rnj he' asterted, with- 
«ot offence to any oo«, that to Uiein both belongt the chief 
part* or all the glury of this memorable day. 

Oo the right of the positioD« aiMit a little in ad ranee, waa a 
country hoase» the importance of which Lord Wellington 
qnickly perceived, became, without it, the position could 
aol bo attacked on that aide, and it might therefore be oop« 
tidered as. ita ktfy. 

The Duke conAded this important point to three compa« 
ntos of the English guards under the command of Lord SaU 
toun, and Ikboored, during the night of the 17th, in fortify* 
IngMaawellat possible, covering-its garden, and % wood 
which served as its paik^srith Nasnau troops^ as sharp-shoot- 
ers. 

At half-past ten, a movement was observed in Hie- enemy's 
line, and many ofBceit were seen coming from aud going ton 
particular point, where there was a very considerahle corps 
of inCsntry, which we afterwards understood to be the Im«* 
perial guard : here was Bonaparte in persan, and firom this 
point issued all the orders. In the mean time, the enemy's 
masses were fi>rming,.and every thing announced the ap» 
proaching combat, which 4iegan at half-past eleven, the ene» 
my attacking desperately with one of his corps, and, with hk 
usual shouts, the country house on the right 

The Nassau troops ieund it necessary to abandon their 
post s but the enemy met such resistance in the house, that,' 
though they surrounded it on three sides, and attacked it 
most desperately, they were compelled to desist from their 
enterprise, leaving a great number of killed ^nd wounded on 
the spot. Lord Wellington sent fresh English troops, who 
recovered the wood and garden^ and the combat ceased, for 
the present, on this iidous 
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Tbe 6MBiy tUn opened a hovriUe ikt oi^xkilkrf i 
wore tj^ 800 piei9CP» widmr CDv«r«f wbkh BmuipMie i 
a general atUckr ^ron tte eenire to the riglit, vitb infoalnr 
and cavalryt in «aidi numbers, that il reqaireil allibe iSliU 
of bis lor4fbi|> tp poil bis 4robpfi».MMl all Ae food q«aiiftieB 
«f tbe latter* lo remst tbe attack. 

General Pictoa» wbo wao vHb his diYition on tbe foad bom^ 
Brussels to Charleroi, advanced with the bayosiet lo receive 
then; bnt was anfastnnalely bitted at the iMaieDt trt>en the 
eacny, appoHed by tbe atkiliido of this drnsioQ, §t9^t ud 
thenfloa. 

. Tbe English ttfe Gwards then chained with tbe gwalest 
▼ifOfir* andtho 49th milOMhPreoob M^Hncnts hiot tbair 
respective eagles in this charge^ together vith fiom S to 3000 
prisoners. A cDluap of cavalry, at whose bead were the cni- 
rassf ers, advanced to charge the Ufe ipoar^ ead ttatts mee^ 
their infantry^ hot tb^ gnoids received them with the groat- 
eat Taloor, and the asost sangninMry «avali7 ilgh^.perhaiMW- 

Tbe French oniiiMsiers w^rf copvletely beaten, in ^pite 
of their cniiaiBos, by tioops who hM nothing of the sort, and 
lost one of their eagles in tbii ooefUcl» whiidi was taken by 
tbo heavy Koglisb oavairy^iialled the i(i^$U 

About this tim«, accounts caoie that tbe Prns sian oofps of 
B^lowbad arrived at St. X^amberti and that Pcince JMocbfr, 
with the otber» voder the oommovd of General Thielpna 
(StoUifn) m^ ndvanoiogt with nil haabs, to take pafi in tb» 
oo^kbnl^ kftfinc the other imo m Waviw, which bad suffered 
sofi|«6bw(hnba(UleQfthel6tb»io Fkuxtts. Tbe arrival 
of these tanopi wee so nnich the more neeessary* ui ooase* 
qneneeof tholMoesof theeneosyboHig more than triple, 
and oujr hN» having been horrid duriiig m m^^d oonba^ 
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finm bftlf pMt rieven in the moraiogt till fire in the after* 

DOOD. 

BoBBpaffie> who did Mt believe them to be so Dear, and 
who reckoned iipOB destcoyios Lord Wellingtoa before their 
aniral, |»cKcei*ed that he had fraiUessIy lost more than £ve 
faoun, aad that m the critachl fipsitioa in which he vouhl 
Mon be ipla^ed, tbew remained no other resource but that of 
deepei^tciy nttaekii^ the weak part of the English poeition« 
and fhns» if poatible* beat the Duke befiMP^ his right was tiun* 
•d and attacked by the Bruasiaas. 

Hcncefopwaady theiefoi*, the whold was a repetition of at* 
taoksl>y eavalry and jafiuitrft ranP^rtadbjr more than 300 
pieneB of aitiUery» wfaioh ttoforUyutely made horrible ra* 
vages in onr lineraod killed and wonaded ^ffioerSy artillerist^ 
and homes in ikm weakest pait of the position. 

The enemy, awane nf thisdestnic(ion» made a chajrge with 
the whole eardry of his guard* whidi took some pieces of 
eannonihnt eoidd not be withdmwp; but the JDuke^ who 
was at this point, cbargnd them wiUi three battalions of 
BngUab aad liifee of firooewiefccfs, and compelled Ihom m a 
momoat to >abaadon the aiiilbtry, thoi^ we were nnaUe to 
witUhmwtfanmJbrwaMtof horses; aerdid they dare to ad- 
irance to veooirer them*. 

. At last, about serca in the eveniogt Bonaparte made a 
JasteliMt^ and pntthig himself at the bead of his gaaid% 
attacked the ahoro point of the English position with such 
vigour, that he droro back tim firunswickers who occupied 
pott of it; aad tea momeai^ the victory ms jmdccidc^ 
and even more than doubtful. 

The Duke, lAolBHliattiMgnomoot was most critical, 
ipoka to the fl ta ua w k i i troops with that ascendaucy which 
every great man pnistwfii, mtdn tboM itttum to the chaiyt, . 



d by Google 



I 80 SPANISH ACCOUNT. 

and, putting binself at their head, flgaiD restored the < 
bat, exposing himself to every kind of personal danger. 

Fortunately, at this moment, he perceived the fire of 
Marshal Blucher, who was attacking the enemy's right witb 
bis usual impetuosity ; and the oooment of decisive attack 
bemg oome, the Duke put himself at the head of the English 
; Foot Guards, spoke a few words to them, which were re* 
plied to by a general hmrrahf and his Grace himself leading 
them on with his hat, they marched at the point of the 
bayonet, to come to close- action with the Imperial Guard. 
But the latter began a retreat, which was soon converted 
into flight, and the most complete rant ever witnessed by mi- 
litary men. Entire columns, throwing down their arms and 
eartouch boxes, in order to escape the better, abandoned 
the spot on which they had been formed, where- we took pos^ 
session of 150 pieces of cannon. The tout at Yitloria was 
not comparable to this, and it only resembles it, inasmudi 
as, on both occasions, they lost all- the train of artillery and 
stores of the army, aa well as all the baggage. 

The Duke followed the enemy as far as Genappe, where 
ke found the respectable Blucher, and both embraced in 
the most cordial manner, on the royal road of Charleroif 
but finding himself in the same point ay the Prnssians, and 
that his army stood in need of rest after so dreadfsl a strug- 
gle, he left to Blucher the charge of following up the enemy, 
who iwore that he would not leave them a moment of rest 
Hiis he if now doing, and yesterday, at noon, he had reach* 
«d Charieroi, from whenceat night, he intended to proceed 
•oafterthem. 

This is, in substance $ what has happened on this memor«p 
^e day; but the consequences of this event are too vitible 
firne to deUin myself in stating them* 
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■ Bonaparte, now tottering on his- otarped throne^ without 
mouey aocl without troops to recrnit bit armies, has re- 
ceived so mortal a blow, tbat« according to the report of the 
prisoneis, no other retource is left him» ** than to cut hjs 
own throat." 

For this reason, they say^they never saw htm expose bis 
person so much, and that be seemed to seek death, in ordet 
not to survive a defeat fraught with such fatai eouse^encei 
to him. 

I told your Excellency, under date of the 16tb, tb»t his 
manoeuvre appeared to me extremely daring before snch 
generals as Blocber and the JDuke ; the event has fuUy jus- 
tified my prediction. For this reason, I conceive, that hK 
exeonting icima arisen from n^thinir eWe than desperation, 
at the appearance of the enormous tro^ipa. about to attack 
him on all quartan of France, and in order to give one of 
hiamistQmary blows before the Russians and AustriansfBame 
up. 

His miliUry repuUiion is lost for ever, and, on thia ocea- 
jiion, there is no treason on the part of the Allies, nor bridges 
blown up before their time, on which to thwwthe blame; 
all the shame will fall upon himself . 

Numerical' superiority, supeiiority of artillery, all was Im 
hit fisvour j and hit having commenced the attack, proves 
Ibat he had sufficient ^BMsant to execnte it. 

In tbort, thit talisman, which, like a charm, had enchant- 
ed French military men, has been dashed to pieces on this 
occasion. Bonaparte hat ftnr ever .U»t his reputation of 
being invjkicible s and, henceforward, this reputation wiU 
be preserved by an honourable man, who, far from employ- 
ing this glorious title in disturbing and enslaving Europe, 
will convert it into an instrument of her felicity, and in pr©- 
caring for her that peace she to much requires* 
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Tli«loi>oftlie1lfitiihwliMrM,«nd«f tbofewlD wmeliy. 
the fide oCtteOtke^ ke and myieir alNie, remained «hh< 
eoudied la oar peiioM^Mid hories% 

The D«lc« of BniMvicAe wm kHied <m(iifr I6kli, vud (he 
Prince of Orange and hiscousin^ the Prinee of Nawan, aid<i^ 
dei^onMptotbelMKerWellinltMi.iteelvedtwelwIlk The 
Mnoe of Oftnage diitMigiiished hiaiielf eaitremely ; Imt, ^m^ 
fcitaiiafteif, aHlKRiglulua wooad it nat^Mgevaae, it wiH de^ 
privethe army of hit important terrlcei fer tome time) and^ 
pottibty he may loae tlw vte of fait left am.. 

Lord UaJhridgOft geoaftil of eavtdry, teotmd a lanund atf 
ttie doae oCtbe action, whieliVMide the«m|rattikhMi«riilt 
^^tlegnenettary; Miinretiavalblelotg, ferilifMldtie di^ 
fieolt tofind aMther«hief fa ImmI«o thecavaliyi vHhtho 
tame courage and iklll. 

The Duke wat wwbte to vefiahi' ftom ilfaieddiqg teaft, em 
a itaeatuig ihe 4eath ^af to many brave and henonvahk mea^ . 
and the lota of to many friendt and faithful compfnioniy aad 
Bathing, but thetrnpovtaatte-vf the ttiomph cap uuf tmate 
ao ee atl der a Me a^ ioit. 

Thit fltoming he hat praeeadad on to Mitailet. aad to- 
morrow he will advance toMnna^ fnm whence ha will nuiat* 
diatefy enter Frinee. Hie appertanfty cannot he better* 

1 caimot <jate tibia 4iapateh withont)ttstiog*to yoar Enoal- 
lency, for the infofmatiott ef ttt Mijeity, tiiat flttpL Hon 
Nicholas deMin«Jitsir,erDayle^ragiBMMt,atkd«f wimnl 
before tpoke to your £acelleRcy> at wnH ae«f Ut idealiaatian. 
m ttie atmf , coadneted Mmteir yetterday wiUI^ the gienln* 
Talonr and aleadlnett ; hating been wounded wImw the^aa* 
tan troopt were -driten ftwm the gafden, be ralliad ihtm and 
made Ihem return to tiwir post. DnrtngMia aelten» iw hiad 
a hone wwmded nnder hnO) and by hit fimncr «<mdiiet» at. 
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wttll AS bjMlMtt ef «hM 4«y> he ii woitbjr <kf Mceivuig fiom 
hit Majesty a proof ol bts satisfacUoib- 

TbM 4ffioer is veil fcnoim in tkm war-office, m veil at to^ 
C^ Dm Josef 4e 2ay«s». who lias 4iilr appseciated bis* 
merits. 

CM pr«senr« yonc SibcelSeBcy aaay yeaii» fcc. M^ 
<8tfM^ MIGUmii 4e ALAVA. 

Vo lMs«Melleiicy|DoQ JMro GavaUwi, kc ho. 

P* S. Tbo«M»berofpmHttmc«i«otbo8liM)Bd,fDrtbty 
«» l»M?tqg ia jBsat iwrtbor s weiy niow<sit> Thep««» 
many generals among the prisoners ; among nhoos am the 
Count 4e Tnhm, ■iil Jln «nw«<p >■ »<aii|miu^ p^l Gaabswe, 
lAo a^conpanied bin to SttMu 



QUENCH OFFICIAL DETAIL OF THE BATTLES 
WITH THE PRUSSIANS AND ENGLISH, WITH 
NEY'S OBSERVATIONS. 

. BATTLB OP LtCmr-UNDBR-PLEURUS. 



1^ the ttomiBg oTthe iMitfae «rBsy oeenpied tin fblkm^ 
ingposition : 

The l eft wi n g, commanded by the ManAml Dvlfee of Slehm- 
gen, and oonsisfingofthe 1st and td eorpsof infbatry, and 
the fkd of caratiy, oecopScd the poi/itioos of Frasne.* 

Thf right wing, coBsmanded hy Marshal Orooefay, and 
composod of the 5d nod 4lli oorpi ofhlfantry, and theSd 
corps of cavabry, occupied the beigbAs in rear «f ftevras. 
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The Emperor's head-qaaiten were at CIiuleiDi, wbenr 
were the Imperial Guard and the 6th oori>f. 

The left wing had orden to march apoo Quatre Brat, and 
the right upon Sombref. The Emperor advanced to Flenmr 
with his resenre. 

The columns of Marshal Groochf being in mateh* per- 
ceived, after having passed Pieums, the enemy's army, cool* 
manded by Field Mar»hal Blucher, occupying with its leH 
the height* of the mill of Biissy, the village of Sombref, and 
extending its car&Iry a great way forward on the road to Na^ 
Bwr r its rigfal was at St Amand, and occupied that larg^ 
village in -great fbtoe, having before it a ravme which formed 
its position. 

. The Bmpeior r e oow — itrcJ the w^nmgOf aaJl Out positionT 
«f the enemy, and resolved te attack immediately. It* ht^ 
came necessary to change front, the right in advance, and 
pivoting upon Fleurns. 

General Vandamme marched upon St Amand, General 
Gerard npon Lign^, and Mar&hal Grouchy upon Sombref. 
The 4th division of the 2d corps, commanded by General 
Girard, marched in reserve behind the corps of General Van- 
damme. The gtiard was drawn up on the heights of Flea- 
ms, as well as the cuirassiers of General Milhaud; ^ 

At three in the afternoon, these dispositions were finished. 
The division of General Lelbl, ftmnlng part of the corps of 
General Vandamme, was first engaged, and made itself mas- 
ter of St. Amand, whence it drove out the enemy at the point 
of the bayonet. It kept its ground during the whole of the en- 
gagement, at the burial-ground and steeple of St. Amend ; 
but that village, which is very extensive, was the theatre of' 
various combats during the evening; the whole corps, of 
General Vandamme was theie engaged^ and the enemy there 
fought ia oooiideTable force« 
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Gtnerft] Qirard, placed as a refierve to the corpi of GcfMral 
Vandaminey turned the village by its right, and fought there 
with its aocustomed valour. The respective forces were sup- 
ports on both sides by about 50 pieces of caDnon.each. 

Oo the right. General Gurard caiQe into actioa witb thoi 
4tb carps, at the village of L^gny, which was takeo and re* - 
taken several timflSi^ 

Mazshsl Grouchy* on the extreme right» and General Ea- 
jol. fought at the village of Sombref. The enemy showed 
from 80 to 90>b00 men, and a great number of cannon. 

At seven o'clock we were masters of all the villages situal*. " 
on the bank of the rav ne, which covered the enemy's posi« 
tion ;. but he still occupied, with^il his masses, the heights 
of the millofBussy. 

The Emperor l o ium e d wltlr iiirgmnrd t» 4he village of 
Ligny ; General Girard directed General Fecheux to da* . 
houch with what remained of the reserve,, almost all th|^ 
troops having been engaged in that village. 

Eight battalions of the guard debouched with 6xed bay- 
onets, and behind them, four squadrons of the guards, the 
cuirassiers of General Delort, those of General Miihaud, and' 
the grenadiers of the horse guards.. The okl guard attacked J 
with the bayonet the enemy's columns, which were on the 
heights of Bussy, and in an instant covered the field of battle 
with dead* The squadron of the guard attacked and broke 
a square, and the cuicasslers l y pulse d tfie enemy in all di« 
rections. At ha^f past nine o'clock, we had forty pieces of 
cannon, several carriages, colours, and prisoners, and the 
enemy sought safety in a precipitate retreat At ten o'clock., 
the battle was finished, and we'fonnd ourselves masters. oi 
the field of battle. 

Geaesal Lutzow, a partizan, was taken prisoner. The^ 
prisoners assure us, thst Field Marshal Blueher was wound- 
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ei» Hie Ikmm df <iie Ptowt»n awny ^inm to tioy e J L ml!lM» 
bBttiew Its loes cmM not ,be i«M tfaRn 15,000 lara. Oom. 
wM9000fcilled andivounML 

Oo tbe left, lianhal Ne|r bad marched «■ Haatec Br«« 
iKtii a dif imoB, wfaieh cot m pieeet 'an BuftVi i l i dtrJeioii which: 
was atatieiied there ^ hot bew|f attached by ttie Fri«etof» 
Orange ipith aS^OOO meQ» partly English, partly HanovenaM- 
in^ie pay «f Bnjj^aiid, he relared opoo' Ma pantien at Pmane.. 
There a malttplieity of e ei u b aU tookplece ;. the eneaqr ob- 
stinately endeaTonred to Ibrce it, but in iraia* Thm IMa «C 
BIdringen waited for the ist eorps, whieh did not arrive GXi 
ingbt; be confined bimielf to maintahiinghiapoiMon. fii> 
a sqaate attadced by the Stti tegimentof etunMsiers, tlie ea» 
lourgof the 69th regiment of English inAntry fell iutoooa^ 
hands. The Doke of Bmntwtefc'wasftMcsok Th« fVinoeof ' 
Orange has been woocded. - Wt are assnred that the e nciy 
bad many personages and -generals of' note killed or wo«iid^ 
ad I ve estimated the toss of <^ El^lish at Irowi 4te^ 5M0^ 
nSeo ; oqts on this side wai very oonsiderable, it anoaiitsto. 
4800 kitled or wonnded. The eombat ended wath. the ap- 
pvoad^of night Lord Wdltngton then evacnated Qwatiw- 
Bras, and prooeeded io Ctenappe. 

In the morarng of the VKtt, tiie Emperor, repaired l» 
Qnatre Bra, whence be marched to ailtaok the Eog^isk 
army : he drove it to Ihe -entrance of Vhe ferest of Soigne* 
with the left wing and thereserve. 9ht right wing a^ranoed^ 
by Sombref, m pnrvmt of field Manhat BbMbei^ who was 
gorag towards Wavre, where he appeared- to w^ish toJafca* 
pofjuon* 

A^ten o'cH)Ck m the erenmg, the Bnglisbarmy oeeapiod> 
Mount St Jean with its ceatre, and was in position bafora- 
Ite HKtstaf Sfignn : it would baTja reqnhcd ibtei honty^ 
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t* Attack ft; iveiwfleltesHbieoMigodtoii^flpoiiiiU'Cillfb^ 

Tht be9d 4|ci«Aera of ttie EafMnr trofe «9tebHslied«t 
tbe fetm of OaiUon, •car Widrntt^wAt, The rairi €efl m tor* 
reMi. T^w, on <lw l6tb» ttw i«ft wisf , 41m nght, and the 
naenre, wera efaaliy «iigafe4» «t « ^iitanea of a!^o«t iw»- 
leagoef» 

BATTLE OP MOUNT ST. JSAH, 

At pine in the mormng, the raio liaTin^ somewhat abated* 
the l8t corps put itself in motion, and placed itaejf with the 
lefty pQ the road to Bruaseb, and opposite the Tilli^e of 
Monnt St JfianxWhipJiilppcft^ibfi~c?Atre of tbe eiiemy'a 
position. The 2^d corps leaned its ri^bt upon the road to 
Brasselsy and its leift upon a small wood, within cannon shot 
of the £n^lish army. Tbe cuirassiers were in reserve be* 
hi^dy fmd the guards in jreserve upon the heights. The 6th- 
corps, with tbe cavalry of General D'Aumont, under the 
order of Count Lobai^ wa3 destined to proceed in rear of 
our right to oppose a Prussian corps, which Appeared to 
have escaped Matshal Grooehy^ and to intend to fall upon 
our ri$ht flank* an iuftenttion which had been made known to 
us by our reports, and by the letter of a Prussian general^, 
inclosing an order of battle^, and which was taken by our light 
troops. 

The troops were full of ardour* We estimated the force 
of the Eoglish army at 80,600 men. We supposed that tfaie 
Prussian corps, which, might be in line towards tbe right, 
might be 15,000 men. The enemy's force, then« was np.^ 
wards of 90,000 men, ours less numerous. 

Ai noon, all the preparations being teramiaied. Prince 
]teiome» commaading a dinsiott «f the second corps,, ao^; 
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deiAiiMd to form the extrette length of it» advanced npoti fke* 
wood of which the eoemy occupied a part. The cannonad*^ 
began. The enemy supported, with 30 pieces of cannon, 
the troops he had sent to keep the wood. We made also- 
on oux^side dispositions of artillery. At one o'clock* Prince 
Jerome was master of all the wood»And the whole" Eoglish 
army fell back behind a curtain. Count d*£rlon then at« 
tacked the village of Mpunt St. Jean, and supported bis at- 
tack, with 80 pieces of cannon, which must have occasioned 
great loss to the English army. All the efforts were made 
towards the ridge. A brigade of the Ist division of Count 
d*£rlon took the village of Mount St Jean ; a second bri« 
gade was charged by a corps of Eoglish cavalry, which occa* 
sioned it much loss. At the same moment, a division of Ehg*- 
lish cavalry charged iby battery of Ouuni d'Bi-lon by iti 
right, and disorganized several pieces ; but the cuirassiers of 
General Milhaud charged that division, three regiments of 
which were charged and cut up. 

It was three in the afternoon. The Emperor made the 
guard advance to place it in the plain upon the ground 
which the first corps had occupied atthe outset of the battle ; 
this corps being already in advance. The Prussian dPvision^ 
whose movement had been foreseen, then engaged with the 
fight troops of Count Lobau, spreading its fire upon our 
whole right flank. It was expedient, before undertaking any 
thing elsewhere, to wait for the event of this attack. Hence, 
( all the means in reserve were ready to succour Count Lo- 
bau, and overwhelm the Prussian corps when it should be 
advanced. 

This done, the Emperor had the design of leading an at- 
tack upon the village of Mount St. Jean, from which we ex- 
pected decisive success ; but, by a movement of impatience 
00 firequeot i** our military aoDals, and which has often beet 
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•M fatal to as» the cavalry of lesenre haviog peroeired a ra* 
tgognde movement made by the English to shelter them- 
selves from our batteries, from which they saffered so mach» 
crowned the heights of Mont St Jean, and charged the in- 
fontry. This movement, which made in time, and supfiort* 
ed by the reserves, must have decided the day, made in an 
iaolatcd manner, and before affairs on the rigbt'were termi- 
nated, became fataL 

Having 40 means of countermanding it, the enemy show- 
ing many masses of cavalry and infantry, and our two divi- 
•ions of cuirassiers being engaged, all our cavalry ran at the 
same moment to support their comrades. There, for three 
hours nnmerous charges were made, which enabled us to 
penetrate several jguargs. and to tn\i» gix standards of the 
light infantry, an advantage out of proportion with the loss 
which eor cavahry experienced by the grape shot and ^mus- 
ket-firing, 'it was impossible<4o dispose of our reserves of in- 
fantry until we had repulsed the flank attack of the Prussian 
corps. This attack always prolonged itself perpendicularly 
upon our right flank. The £mperor sent thither General 
Duhesme with the young guard, and several batteries of re- 
serve. The enemy was kept in .check, repulsed and fell 
back— he bad exhausted his forces, and we had nothing more 
to fear. .It -was this moment that was indicated for au attack 
upon the centre 4»S the auemy. . A" ***** cuirftcsieri suffered 
\>y the grape-shot, we sent four battalions of the middle 
guard to protect the cuirassiers, keep the portion, and, if 
possible, disengage and draw, back into the plain a part of 
o'nr cavalry. « 

Two other battalions were sent to keep themselves en po- 
ience upon the extreme left of the division, which had ma- 
noeuvred.upen our flanks, in order not to have any uneasi- 
ness on that »ide— the rest was disposed in reserve, jpart to 
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<ecapyth» > g to ic» ia iesr of Mcmal St JFeai^ jpcrt iipo» the 
vidge hi n«r of fh« M4 of btul»» ivliicb ftwmed oav potili^ 

4T fCJttMn* 

III this flUite of AfliuffB, tite battle wm gained.} no oeeupiod 
all like pMiCioiif , which the enemy eeeapiei* at the oalBet of' 
the battle : oor cavalry havhig been too 900a atvt ill eiii|^09»- 
etfy we eoold no longer hope for Aeeisive s«aeeg» $ bat Mar- 
shal Grouchy having learned the moveBMeit of tiM Prwaian 
corps, matched- upon the rear ef thatcorp#i wbidi iMared us 
a signal snccefts for next day. Alter efgM hoiin ice aail 
charges of mfimtry and oamtry^ alt the army aaw wilii joy 
the battle gained, and the field of hi^e in our powea. 

At hatf after eigbtoVdbek, ite f>«r ba€UUonoof Che middle 
guanly who hnA 'he.a% «RMt to- the ridte oft' Cfie other eido of 
Mouflt SU Jean, hi order to fttppttrtlhecuifaeaiefSi beiiig 
greatly annoyed by the grape shot, endearowMd t» carry the 
batteries with the bayonet At tiie end of tlieday, a ehasge 
directed agamst theh' Atok, by several Sflglish squadimK, 
put them io''^isorder. The fhgftires reerssetf the varine. Se- 
veral regiments^ near at hand, seeing some trosfNi bd sag j n g 
to the guard fn coofmicMr, beliewrd il wastho eld gond« imd 
in consequence were tfrrown' inio -disoider. Cries of all ii 
htif ike guard ir <Mv€n lack, were heard ofl every aider The 
soldiers pretend even ifhat on many ptoints itMispoaed pcr^ 
sons cried out, wwm ^tpeut, Jttmt/mr thw mmf b^ a eoaa- 
plete panic at once spread itsetf tbiooi;bo«i the whole ield 
of battle, and they threw- themselves in tiM greatest djsewlcr 
on the line of comnronfcsitiott ; soMien^ emimmmi 
all pressed to this point ; the old guard, which wnahf f 
was infected, and war itMlf harried along. 

In an instant, the whole army was notlliaf iMii a masa of 
confusion; all the soHNexs, of all arms, were maasidpi h a d fe , 
and H was tttteriy impossiUo teF rillyrr riigle oobfa. , "Khe 
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ammft wbe peioehred thii mttomOmg oonfiMloii^ iBMn»i 
diately aCtadced nilli tbrir c^airy^ aad iaaeMca tba cti»- 
order, and such was the confusion, owing to nigbt coming 
on, tkat ftmia impossiUe tor raHy tbatMOj^s, a»dfoiatont 
to then ^leiraiior. That a badtie teimhiatcd^ a day of lake 
viaaceuyres redlfted, the gmatetfc saeeets kwwred for the 
naxt day,— aR «aa list by a BUXiMnl of pam« terror. Sraa 
the squadrons of tervke, drawn up by the side of tbe.'Eilipa- 
ror, were overthrow* and diinigawzed by these tanuiltaons 
wares, and there was ^eo nothing clae i» be done bal ta lbl« 
low the torrent. The paries of reserve, the baggage which 
had not repassed the Sambre, in short every thing that was 
oil the field of battle, ^remained in the power of the enemy. 
It was tHip^«'«M/» to^ wai» §nr Ik* isttopft-xm onr Tight ; every 
ona kaows what the bravest army in the world is when thus 
mixed aad thrown into confusion, and when its organization 
no longer exists. 

The Emp eiw crossed tha Sambre atCbarleroi, at five 
o^olock to the maraing of tbe 19th. Pbilqppeville and Aves' 
MB hav0 beea^giveft a< the poioU of re-nnion. Prince Je- 
' rcNiMi Ceaeral Hforaad, and other generals hav« there al- 
i«ady rallMd a part of the army. Marshal Grouchy, with 
• the aorpf on the sigfai, ia moving on the Lower Sambre. 

th9 loss of tlw taemy must hava beeo very great, if we 
may jadge from tte nanber of-vtewdvnls we have taken 
fromthemy aodtiomthe retrograde movemenU which he 
made';— o«r*» eannot be ealoaiated tiU after the troops shall 
tMFVifbeancallaated. Before tbe disorder brohe out, we had 
litready ajEperieneed a very considerable loss, particularly 
in ouFcafwIry, sofatoHyt tfaoagb » bravely engaged. Not- 
wittistendiag these lasass* this brava cavaky coastoatly kept 
tfce position it had taken from the Sngllsh, and only aban- 
lofted it ^bea tte Mmmltanddifloiderfifthe fiaUof battle 
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-forced it. tn th6 midst of the nigl»t,'and the obstaclei whick 
entttmberecl their route, it could not preserve its own organi- 
eation. 

The artillery iias, as usual, covered itself with glory. The 
carriages beiooging -to the bead^quaiters remained in their 
'•ordinary position; no retrograde movement being judged ne- 
<ce88ary» lu the course of the night they fell into tlfe «ne- 
iByV hands. 

fiueh has been the issue of the battle of Mont St* Jeai^ 
glorious for the* French armies, and yet so CstaL 



THE PRmCfi OF MOSKWA (MAKSHAL NEY) TO HIS 
EXCELLENCY THE DUKE OF OTRAl^TO. 

M. L« Due,— The most false and defomatory reporU 
have been-spreading for some days over the pabtic mind, 
Tipoti "the, conduct which I have pursued during this short 
and unfortunate campaign. The- journals have reported 
those odious calumnies, and appear to lend th«Jm credit 
After having fought for twenty^iive years for my country, 
after having shed my blood ifbr its glory and independence, 
an attempt is made to acvwst: tne of treason j an attempt is 
made to mark me out to the people, and the army itselfj^as 
the author of the disaster it has just experienced^ 

Forced to break silence, while it is always painful to speak 
of oneself, and Above all, to answer calumnies, I address my- 
self to you, Sir, as the President of the Provisional Govern- 
ment, Tor the purpose ctf laying before you a faithful state- 
ment of the events I have witnessed. On the 1 Uh of June, 
I received an order from the Minister of War to repair 
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to UMlmpenal prtsence. I had noctHnniaadji and no informa'i 
tkm upoothe oompotition and ttrength of the army. Nei- 
ther Ibe Emperor nor his Minister had given me any pre* 
vjona hiott from which I could anticipate that I should be 
•mployad in the prcieat campaign, I was consequently 
tahen hynrpriie^ without horses, without acooutrements» 
and withoat money« and I was obliged to borrow the neces* 
•wry txpences of nqr >ovmey. Having arrived on the I2th» 
aiLaonron the I3lh at Avcsnes, and. on the 14th at Beau- 
neat^ I purchased, in this last city, two horses from the 
Duke of Tiofiso^ with which I repaired* on the l5tb, to 
Charletniy aooompanied by my first aid>de-eamp, tlie only 
•deer who attended me^ I arrived at the moment when 
the enemyr stticlred by our tioope, was retreatmg upon 
Fleoffw and Goasf li^ 

The Emperor ordered me immediately to put myself at 
the bead of tbe Ist and 3d corps of infantry^ commanded by 
lieutenant Generals d'JSrlon and ReiUe> of the divisions of 
Vtgbt cavbbry oC Lientenattt General Pioe^ of the division of 
light cavalry of the guard under the command of Lieute- 
nant Gf nerals Lefebvre Desnouettes and Colbert, and of two 
divisions of cavaliy of the Count VaJmy» fbrm'mg* in all* 
eight divisions of inlhatry, and four of cavalry. With these 
tfoopSf a part of which only I had as yet under my imme* 
diate oommand, I pursued the enemy, and forced him to 
evacuate Gosseiies, Frasnes, Millet* Heppegnies. There 
they took up a position for the night* with the exception of 
the 1st corps, which was still at Maichiennes^ and which did 
not join me till the foUowing day. 

On the 16th I received orders to atUch the English hi 
their poaition at Qnatre Bras. We advanced towards the 
enemy with an enthnaiasm difficult to be described. No* 
thing mifted our impetuosity. The battle became general. 

K 
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and victory was no looger doubt^l, when> at tbe momeut 
tbat I intended to order up the first corps of infantry, whidtf 
had been left by me in reserve at FrasneSt T learned that tbe 
Emperor bad disposed of H without ad?«rthig me of the 
circumstance, as well as of tbe division of Girard of the 
second corps, on purpose to direct them upon. St Anmnd,' 
liod to strengthen his left wing, which was vigorously en** 
gaged with tbe Prussians. The shock which this inlelKgeoce 
gave me, confounded me. Having no kmger under me more 
than three divisions, instead of the eight upon which I Cal- 
culated, r was obliged to renounce the hojpes of victory ; 
and, in spite x>f all iny efforts, in spite of the intrepidity and 
devotion of my troops, my ntmost efforts alter that could 
only maintain me in my position till tbeelose of the ^ay. 
About nine o'clock, the first corps- was sent me by the 
Emperor j to whom it had been of no service. Thus twcfnty- 
fiveor thirty thousand men' were, I may say, paralized, and 
were idly paraded during thte whole of the battle firom tbe 
right to the left j and the left to the. rights without firing a 
Shot. 

tt is impossible for me, SFr, not to anest year attention 
for a moment upon these details, in order to bring before 
your view all tbe consequence* of this false movement, and^ 
in general, of the bad arrangements during the whole of thie 
day. By what fatality, for example, did the Emperor, in* 
stead of leading all hiv forces against Lord Wellington, who 
would have been attacked unaware, and could not have 
resisted, consider this attack as secondary? How did the 
Emperor, after the passage of the Sambre, conceivO it possi- 
ble to fight two battles on the same day ? It was to oppose 
forces double ours, and to do what military men who were 
witnesses of it can scarcely yet comprehend. Instead oflbis» 
had he left a coips of observation to wateh the PrnssiaBSi 
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>«iid nKftrebed with hu mott powerful toium» to support me, ' 
*ibe Euglish army had undoubtedly been jdettr^ed between 
•Ouatre&raa andGeoappes; •nd this position, which sepa- 
rated the two aUied armies, beiogonce m our power, would 
4iave opened for the Emperor an opportunity uf advancing 
-to the right of the PrussiaBS, and of cmshiog them in their 
'turn. . The general opinioo in- France, and especially in the 
«rmy, was, that tbe rEmpuior would^ave bent his whole ef- 
#0Vt8.tpannjhUata.fir8t the English army; and circumstances 
were favourable for the accomplishment of such a project : 
'but fate ordered otherwise. 

On the 17th,. the army inarched in the direction of Mount 
St. Jean. 

On theasth, the batUe t>egan at one o'clock, and though 
the bulletin, which details it, makes no mention of me, it is 
not necessary for me. to mention that I was engaged in it. 
Xientenant General Count Drpuet has already spiften of 
thi^t battle, in the House of Peers. His narsation is accu- 
rate, with the jexoeption of some important facts which he 
has passed over in silence, or of which he was ignorant, and 
which it is now my duty to declare. About seven o'clock in 
the evening,, after the most frightful carnage which I have 
ever witnessed, General Labedoyere came to me with a mes- 
sage from the Emjperor, that Marshal Grouchy had arrived 
on our right, and attacked the left of the English and Pros* 
siaos united. This General Officer, in riding along the liues, 
spread this intelligence among the soldiers, whose courage 
and devotion remained unshaken, and who gave new proofs 
of them sat that moment, in spite of the fatigue which they 
experienced. Immediately after, what was my astonish- v 
ment, I should- rather say indignation* when I learned, that*^ 
so far from Marshal Grouchy having arrived to support , 
'US, as the whole army had been assured, between forty aod 
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€lty ihouMJid PiniMlnt aMacked our eilmM righlv shS 
ftrced ft to rctifd 

Whether tfie Bttpenr ««• dcoci««d wiUi i«|ord to the 
time when the Monhal covM support hiBi» or whttberlte 
' mrch of the Morshsl wat retanded by the effirtB of Ite 
enemy, fonger than was calcolated opon, «he foot iS) thai «t 
the moment when his arriral was anmrnneod %o ns^ he 
wat only at Warre upon the Dyle, wUeh to oa was the 
same as if he had beto a hnodred leagues ftom the field of 



A short ^me afterwards, I saw fdor regtments ^ the 
middle guard, ooodoeted by the Emperor, arriving. With 
these troopst he wished to renew the attack, and to penetratse 
the eentre of the enemy. He ordered me to lead them 
on ; generalSy officers, and midien all dispiayed the greatest 
intrepicKty ; tmt this body of tioopt was toof w«ak to sesist^ 
for a long time, the forces opposed to it by Uie enemy, and 
H was soon liecessary to renounce the hope which this 
attack had, for a few moaaents, nspired. General Friant 
had been strnck with a ball by my side, and I myseff had 
iny horse killed, and fell under it The brave men who 
will return fcom this terrible battle will, T hope, do me the 
justice to say, that they saw me on foot with sword In band 
daring the whole of the evening, and that I only quitted 
the scene of carnage among the last, and^ at the moment 
whep retreat could no longer be prevented. At the same 
time» the Prussians continued their offensive movements, and 
our right sensibly retired ; the English advanced in their turn. 
There remained to us still fear squares of the Old Guard to 
protect the retreat These brave grenadif rs* the choice of 
the army, forced successively to retire, yielded ground foot 
by foot, till overwhelmed by numbers, they were almost en- 
tirely annihilated. From that moment, a retrograde move- 
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teffiH^ww dedwed, 9«d ^e •nay Ibimed aolbing but a. 
oonfused nmas* There w»t iiot,. however, i^ total rou^noc 
the cry of Mwoe^i ptut^ at hat been ^alumnioiitljr ttated 
in the bnllettD. At for myaelf, constantly in the rear-guaiclf 
whiofa I fbltoved on foot, h«7ing all ny hortes killed, worn 
ost wUh fatigne* covered with qontntioqf» and having no 
longer strength to march* I owe my life to « oarporal who 
supported me on the r^d, and did not athmidon.me during 
the retreat. At eleven at nighi I found Lieutenant General 
Ldebvjre Desooiiettefi ; and one ef hiaofficers, M'jor {^cbmidt, 
bad Uie.g«)tKrptity to ipive me the oi|ly horse ti^t remaived 
to him.' la. this manner I arrived i|t, Marchienne-aiirpont 
at Ibur o^deok in thd momingi alone, withont any offlf ?rs 
of my staff, ignorant of what, had become of the Em|ierorp 
who, before the end of the batOe,. had ^tirely disappear- 
ed, and who, I was allowed to believe, might be either 
lulled Or. tahen prisoner. Ckneral Painphele Liaqroix, chief 
of the staff of the second corps, whom I found in this city, 
having told me that the Brnpeior was nt Charleroi, I was led 
tO' suppose that his Majesty was going to put himself at the 
head of Manh^l Gronchy's corps, to cover the Sambre, and 
to-laciHtate to the troops the means of rallyivg towards Av^ 
nes, and, with this persuasion, I went to Beaumont; but 
parties of oavahry* following en too near, and hnving alrea<i^ 
inteteepted the roads of Manbenge and Pbitippeviile, I be#> 
came sensible of the total impossibility of acvestiag a single 
enldfer on that point to oppose the progr^rss.of tbeTictoriotis 
«Bemy. I continued my march upon Avesnes, where I could 
obtain no intelligeace of what had become of the Baiperor» 

In this state <if matters, bavmg no knowledge of his Ma- 
jesty nor of the Major-General, confusion increasing every 
moment, and, with the exception of some fragments of regi- 
tnents of the guard and of ^he line, every ooo fidiowipg his 
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own ineUnationy 1 determined immednitely to go to "Fariftlvy 
St. Qaentin, to disclose, at' quickly as possible, ^he true 
state of affiktfs to the Minister of War» tbat lie niight send 
tD the army some freih troops, and take the meatares which 
drcumstances rendered necessary* At my arrival at Boar- 
get, three leaguct .Irom Paris, I learned' tkmt l^e Emperor 
had passed tbefe at nine e^doek^n-tbe morning. 

Sdch, M. le Dnc, is -a history of 'the oalamitons cam* 
paign. * • . 

* Now I ask those wholisve survived this fine and nnnerons 
army^ how I can te accnsed of the disasters of whtohlt ha« 
been the ▼ictim, and of which your military annals furnish 
no jexample. I haTe, it is iaid, betrayed my coiintry— I who,- 
to serve it, have shown a zeal which I perliaps have earried 
to an ettravagant height ; but this calumny is supported by 
no lisGt, by nd-cnrcum^ttaiice^ Ant hasr eaa these odious re- 
ports, wliich spread with frightful rapidity, be arrested ? If, 
in the researches which I could make on this sttbje(!t, I did 
not fear almost' as much 'to discover as 'to be ignorant of tiie - 
truth, I would say, that all was a tendency to convince that 
I have been unworthily deoeived, and that it is attempted to 
OQiver, with the p>reteiice<of treaaoo, the faults' and extrava- 
gancies of thi» oimpaign $ faults which have not been avow- 
ed in the bulletiiis that have a^eared,'and agamst which 1 
in vam raised, that voice of truth which i wilt yet cause to 
resound iu the House of Peers. I expect, from the candour 
of your £3(c«llency, and from your indulgence to me, thai 
you win cause this letter to be inserted in the Journal, and 
v^give it the greatest'possible publicity^ 

MARSHAL PRINCE OF MOSKWA. 

-Paiiif^une Crisis. 

VIMIS. 



James Clarke* 

Printer, Edinburgh. 
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